




     There is also a growing population of adults and young people who are survivors of Roe 
v. Wade. They know that there are millions of people from their generations who are not here 
because of legal abortion. They know how fortunate they are to have escaped the scourge of 
abortion on demand. Because of them, the number of pro-life citizens continues to grow.

     Here in Wisconsin, WRTL has harnessed these changes in technology and popular senti-
ment to become the leading pro-life organization in the state. We have passed over 30 lifesav-
ing pro-life bills including Sonya’s Law, which requires women to see an ultrasound of their 
unborn child before undergoing an abortion. We have spread the truth about life and directed 
women to pregnancy resource centers through the work of the Veritas Society. We have edu-
cated countless young people about the truth of life and how to be pro-life leaders. All of this is 
just the tip of the iceberg of the work WRTL has done.

     Because of Wiscon-
sin Right to Life and our 
friends, the abortion rate 
in Wisconsin has dropped 
nearly 70% since 1988. 
But there is still much 
work to be done.

     Despite all the changes 
over the past 50 years, 
2018 bears many simi-
larities to 1968. Like 1968, 
there is a great divide 
in our society. One side 
clearly stands for life; the 
other does not. The push 
for assisted suicide is 
gaining strength around 
the country and is knock-
ing on Wisconsin’s door. 
Abortion advocates have 
abandoned their claim 
that the unborn child is 

not a person, (since technology has proven that such statements are false), and are instead 
pushing for the autonomy of women over their unborn children. Such rationale has led some 
ethicists to suggest that babies and toddlers should be candidates for death, as well. The in-
sanity of the culture of death continues to spiral.

     Wisconsin Right to Life is prepared to take on these challenges. Our past success proves 
our programs are effective in saving lives, and we have major plans to expand them, adapt 
them to the 21st century, and expand their reach to save even more lives.

WISCONSIN TEENS FOR LIFE   |   2009 Life Camp participants



199

     We are well aware that what we do next will affect generations to come. The grave reality 
of our work is that it will affect who lives and who dies. But the pro-life movement is one of 
hope, because where there is life there is hope.

     We are hopeful that the technology of the 21st century will enable us to reach more wom-
en. Our plans including reaching women in abortion clinics with messages directing them to 
lifesaving resources. We have hope that our partnerships with pregnancy resource centers 
will continue to grow and will aid them in their work helping women and saving lives. We 
look towards the next generation of college students with hope, knowing they will be a voice 
on campuses for life. We look hopefully towards a future when the decisions we make at the 
beginning of life will have the impact of how we treat our vulnerable at the end of life.

     Most of all, we are 
hopeful because of pro-life 
champions like you. Your 
support through volun-
teer work, prayer, and 
financial contributions 
are the reason we will 
succeed. We know that, 
while we may be fighting 
for another 50 years, the 
battle is already won. Life 
will prevail. There may 
be many difficult years to 
come, but there is hope 
for the future.

     We look forward to 
standing with you to pro-
tect the most vulnerable.  
 
     We will not stop until 
they are all protected.

HEATHER WEININGER   |   Executive Director, Wisconsin Right to Life 

Prior to joining Wisconsin Right to Life, Heather worked on Capitol Hill for 
then-Congressman Mark Green. She also worked on the Bush-Cheney ’04 re-election 

campaign, President George W. Bush’s Inaugural Committee, served as the Finance 
Director to a Congressional Campaign, and assisted with state-wide candidates and 

state legislative campaigns.  Her background also includes training candidates to run 
for local, state-wide and national offices. During Heather’s time on Capitol Hill she 

handled right-to-life issues while the pro-life movement was working on the passage of 
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban in Congress. Heather and her husband, Chad, have also 
owned several small businesses. Heather, Chad and their growing family are members 

of St. Francis Xavier Cathedral Parish in Green Bay. 



DANE COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Stuart Herro, President and 
Treasurer;  Susanna Herro, Secretary; and Joan Statz, 

Vice President.

DODGE COUNTY | Row 1 L-R; Dale Casperson & Matt Lanser.  
Row 2 L-R; Debby Casperson & Terry Murphy;  Row 3 L-R; 

Dorothy Strassmann & Tracy Roche.  Row 4 L-R; Darlene Reios, 
Deloris Casperson, Tami DeLisle, Mary Ann Freund & Pat 

Schepp.  Not pictured is Robert Strassmann, photographer.

DOOR COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Brent Rouer, Nanette Scudder, 
Denise and Joe Schroedl, Secretary, Carol Newman, and

Chris Scudder.

FOND DU LAC COUNTY | Top Row L-to-R: Tim Holz, Don Cayen, 
Jim O’Connor, Steve Streblow, Florian Zalewski; Middle Row:  
Mickey Cayen, Ann Streblow (President), Joanne Zalewski, Bev 
Searl; Front Row: Marge Goelz, Mike Shafer, Nancy Penke.

CHAPTER  LEADERS
At the time of publication, we were able to gather the following photos of our local chapter leaders

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Steve Werner, President; 
Vicki Hawn, Vice-President and Pat Sykora, Treasurer.

COLUMBIA COUNTY  | Left-to-Right: 
 Liz Groves, Lydia Gaston, Janet Griffi  n, Amanda Berthon, 

Ron Knecht, Eileen Knecht, Anne Zydowsky.



IOWA COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Barb Linscheid, Treasurer; Peg 
Porter, Chairman/Secretary; and Tricia Cartwright, Vice-Chair.

JUNEAU COUNTY | Lorena Grimm, President.
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CHAPTER  LEADERS

MILWAUKEE COUNTY | Top Row Left-to-Right: Mary Bates
and Jude Bartlett; Front Row: Laura Brown, Steve Gaenslen

and Mary Strosin.

At the time of publication, we were able to gather the following photos of our local chapter leaders

MARATHON COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Chet Rucinski, Chairman; 
Pam Rucinski, Co-Chair and Jeanne Dalton, Treasurer

& Fair Booth Coordinator.

Chapter Photos Continue on Page 202

Our sincere apologies to those chapter leaders who may 
have been inadvertently omitted from these pages. As 

updated and corrected editions of this 50th Anniversary 
book may be forthcoming, we ask  chapter leaders who 

may have additions or corrections to contact the
Communications Director,

Wisconsin Right
to Life.

JACKSON COUNTY |  Left-to-Right:  
Elise Duerkop, Connie Schram, Sam Faust, Charity Lehrke, 

Katie Edwards, Bonnie Pfaff  President.



WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE BOARD OF GOVERNORS | 
Pictured above at the November, 2017 Board of Governors meeting

Left-to-Right, Front row: Will Barrett, Dodge; Patti Prusinski, Taylor; Chet Rucinski, Marathon; Kelly Herold (VP Chair), Buff alo; Peg 
Porter (standing), Iowa; Katie Edwards (Secretary), Jackson; Susanna Herro, Dane; Trudy Wood, Winnebago.

Middle row:  Joanne Van Rossum, Fox Valley; Brenda Almquist, Wood/Tri-City; Joan Vance, (alternate) Calumet; Candy Anderson, 
Dunn; Steve Werner, Eau Claire; Gail Zaverousky & Anita Benes, Langlade; Nancy Gilge, Wood/Marshfi eld; Don Aleckson, (alternate) 

Waukesha; Mary Aleckson, Jeff erson; Lorena Grimm, Juneau; Jude Bartlett, Milwaukee; Rose Qamar, Kewaunee; Pat Hawthorne, 
Rock; Suzy Noordyk, Sheboygan; Pam Rucinski, Marathon;

Back row:  Jim and Carol Newman, Door; Mike Richter, Men/Shawano; Florian Zalewski, Fond du Lac; David Hesketh, Manitowoc; 
Dennis Boland, Sauk; Warren Porter, Iowa; Eileen and Ron Knecht, Columbia; Mark Hawthorne, Rock.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

TRI CITY RIGHT TO LIFE - WOOD COUNTY 
Patrick Almquist, Secretary and Brenda Almquist Chairman.

TAYLOR COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Barb Schreiner, Treasurer; 
Barb Acker, Chairman and Judi Fillmore, Secretary.

WINNEBAGO COUNTY | 
Left-to-Right: 

Trudy Wood, Treasurer; 
Tom Wollangk, President

and Judy Twohig, Secretary.



After the 2015 Education Fund Dinner   | 
Our guest speaker Michelle Malkin gathered with the WRTL team for a photo.  

Back row, Left to right, Philip Alexander, Jim Mroczkowski, Chelsea (Shields) Duffy, 
Tom Holz, Maddy (Burroughs) Laufenberg, Dee and Mike Froncek. 

Front row, Doreen Shirek, Judy VanSwol, Bev Searl, Michelle Malkin, Amy Gehrke, and Heather Weininger. 
(Not present for photo, Joleigh Little)

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE STAFF

JOINING THE TEAM IN 2018

Lizzie Cantrall  |  
Field Representative for Region 1.

MATT PEETERS |  
Field Representative for Regions 3 & 4.
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     We are thrilled to welcome two new members to our team at Wisconsin Right to Life.  Matt Peeters joins us as the Field 
Representative for Regions 3 and 4. He lives in Wisconsin Rapids with his wife, Kami, and two children, Ben and Kateri. 
Matt is not a stranger to Wisconsin Right to Life, having helped at our Life Camp and been part of our college program at 
UW-Stevens Point.  Lizzie Cantrall joins us as a Field Representative for Region 1. Although she has always been pro-life, it 
wasn’t until her freshman year in college that she became passionate about protecting life and began a Life on Campus 
group. At the beginning of 2018, we restructured staff to work with chapters, teen groups, and Life on Campus groups 
in their region or regions. We feel this will better serve the needs of our groups, provide more efficient resources to the 
groups, and allow our staff to have a more hands-on approach in their area.



WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE - STATE OFFICE LOCATIONS

     When Wisconsin Right to Life was just an infant as an organization, its “crib” was borrowed office space (from the 
Milwaukee Archdiocese) at 2021 N. 60th Street, in the building now occupied by Catholic Charities. Since then, as the 
organization’s staff and needs have grown, the offices have been moved a number of times, as shown below.

1972 - 1977 — Be it ever so humble, WRTL’s first 
(second story) home, at 4945 W. Fond du Lac Ave. 

1977 - 1991 — Still on Fond du Lac Avenue, but in 
‘77 WRTL moved one block, to the upstairs at 4840. 

1991 - 2011 — Great location across from Mayfair 
Mall, but the basement offices at 10625 W. North 
Avenue flooded with frustrating regularity. 

2011 - 2015 — This place is a zoo! Well, across from 
it at least, upstairs at 9730 W. Bluemound Road. 

2015 - Present — Home sweet home! Shortly after 
our current Business and Finance Manager, Jim Mroc-
zkowski, joined the staff, he set out to find us suitable 
(inexpensive) ground floor office space. What an amazing 
improvement!  We love you Jim!  Our current location is 
shown on the left, at 5317 N. 118th Ct., Milwaukee. 
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A closing note from the author / editor, Mike Froncek
As with any project the size of this 50th Anniversary book, there are numerous people I’d like to thank for their 
advice and assistance. First, I need to thank my wife, Dee, who is always an inspiration to me and has been 
incredibly helpful through this entire, nearly two-year process. Thanks to both Barbara Lyons and Sue 
Armacost who helped recall things and piece together important details. Thanks to Heather Weininger and 
Amy Gehrke who were invaluable in making suggestions about content and continuity. Lastly, I owe a deep 
debt of gratitude to Judy Van Swol, Wisconsin Right to Life’s Education Director and Pregnancy Help Center Li-
aison, who functioned as an amazingly accurate proof-reader for this book. Finally, thanks to my parents (God 
rest them both) for teaching me early on that anything is possible if you put your mind to it.  

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE LOGOS

With generous creative design assistance from Wisconsin Right to Life’s friend and deeply committed 
supporter, Bill Eisner, and his team at the nationally-recognized branding fi rm, Nonbox,

in 2008, Wisconsin Right to Life rolled out its current logo.

Shown above, from our earliest days in the 60’s and 70’s, until 2007,
our Wisconsin Right to Life branding images.
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CHAPTER 5 - THE TWO-THOUSANDS - PHOTO CREDITS 
 
Licensing of commercial photos for editorial use has been obtained. Permission to reproduce other photos shown 
herein has been requested and obtained. However, in some instances photo owner could not be reached at press 
time and efforts are still underway to obtain the proper permissions and thus, notwithstanding such permissions, 
assumption of editorial fair use is made for those images which remain outstanding.     
  
Page 132 — James Bopp Jr. and Barbara Lyons at U.S. Supreme Court building, January 17, 2006, image from 
Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Pages 134-135 — Close-up of one-hundred dollar bill image licensed through stock.adobe.com.  
 
Page 136 — James Bopp Jr. at U.S. Supreme Court building, January 17, 2006, image from Wisconsin Right to Life 
Historic Archive. 
 
Page 139 — Group photo Richard Coleson, Barbara Lyons, James Bopp Jr. and Deborah Jordahl at U.S. Supreme 
Court building, January 17, 2006, image from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Pages 140-141 — Presidential images from the White House collection; Jim Doyle image is unattributed, Scott 
Walker image from Wisconsin.gov website. 
 
Page 142 — Staff photo of Diana Stella, Phil and Lynn Kurtz and Cindy Lukowitz from Wisconsin Right to Life 
Historic Archive. 
 
Pages 146-147 New York skyline image licensed through stock.adobe.com.  
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Pages 148-149 — Images of Gerri Farrington, Mary Phillips, Kelly Maloney-Whittier and Philip Barber from Wis-
consin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 150 — “Doctor Death” Jack Kevorkian image from Wikipedia. Https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Kevorkian; 
(Accessed 1/16/2018) 
 
Page 151 — Terri Schiavo photo/newspaper montage image licensed through Alamy.com.  
 
Page 153 — Wesley J. Smith biographical image used with permission. 
 
Page 155 — Mary Phillips and Mary Phillips with Tim Holz images from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Pages 155-156 — Cemetery angel and teen girl images licensed through stock.adobe.com.  
 
Page 158 — Gov. James Doyle image unattributed.
 
Page 159 — Sanctity of Life Award Winners images from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 161 — Barbara Lyons, 2003 image from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 162 — Teens group photo from Teen Leadership image from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive.  
Congressman Sensenbrenner image unattributed. 
 
Pages 163 — Mother holding newborn image licensed through stock.adobe.com.  
 
Pages 164 — Mell Lawrenz and Frank Pavone biographical images used with permission. 
 
Page 165 — President George W. Bush (43) signing Federal Unborn Victims of Violence Act bill into law, photo 
credit, National Right to Life. 
 
Page 166 — Unattributed images of Pope John Paul II and Teri Schiavo. 
 
Page 169 — Rep. Steve Wickert, Jeremy Thorns, Barbara Lyons, Sue Armacost and Mary Klaver image from Wis-
consin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 170 — March on Washington images and Paul & Doreen Shirek image from Wisconsin Right to Life His-
toric Archive. 
 
Page 171 — William Proxmire image from Wisconsin State Historical Society; Barbara Lyons with Dolan and 
Skilba image from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 173 — Don & Jeanne Zahalka image from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Pages 174-175 — Education Fund Dinner iamges from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Pages 176-177 — Unattributed images of Sen. John McCain and President Barack Obama. 
 
Pages 178-179 — Teens images and Mertier Hospital press conference image from Wisconsin Right to Life His-
toric Archive. Chelsea (Shields) Duffy image from Staff Photo collection, Wisconsin Right to Life. 
 
Pages 180 — Child’s hand image licensed through stock.adobe.com. 
 
Page 181 Unattributed image of Paul Ryan and Mitt Romney. 
 
Page 182 — Images from Concert for Life from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 183 — Sue Armacost and Douglas Johnson image courtesty of National Right to Life. Ultrasound image 
licensed through stock.adobe.com. 



 
Page 185 — Mike Froncek image from Staff Photo collection, Wisconsin Right to Life, St. Michael the Archangel 
image from Wikipedia.com. 
 
Pages 186, 187 — Pictures from Barbara Lyons Tribute courtesy of Tim Townsend Photography. 
 
Page 188 — Teen girl with cell phone licensed through stock.adobe.com. 
 
Page 189 — Isabelle Collier image unattributed. 
 
Page 190 — Governor Walking signing Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act from Wisconsin Right to Life 
Historic Archive. 
 
Page 191 — Planned Parenthood building sign image, unattributed. 
 
Page 194 — March for Life 2018 image from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 195 — Bev Searl from Staff Photo collection, Wisconsin Right to Life. 
 
Page 196 — Wisconsin State Capitol Building licensing obtained through stock.adobe.com  
 
Page 198 — Teen Camp image from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive. 
 
Page 199 — Heather Weininger from Staff Photo collection, Wisconsin Right to Life. 
 
Pages 200-205 — All images from Wisconsin Right to Life Historic Archive with photo credit of staff with Michelle 
Malkin, 2015, to Mark Hawkins Photography, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
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