CHAPTER FOUR - THE NINETIES
The Great Awakening

The decade of the Nineties was monumental for the right-to-life movement.
New and strongly convincing evidence of the humanity of the unborn child
came vividly to light. Advancing ultrasound technology and other methods
gave the American public a stunning new window to the womb.
Wisconsin Right to Life gave increased attention to illustrated fetal development
in print literature, on TV and online. Our Education Fund and local chapters
ordered and distributed thousands of reprints of
LIFE Magazine‘s “Life Before Birth.”
All across the country, people were affixing ultrasound pictures to their refrigerators.
With the proliferation of the internet and use of email, newly blessed expectant mothers
sent ultrasound images across the globe. The world awakened to what should have been obvious
all along: An expectant mother was not carrying a mass of tissue inside her.
She was carrying an unborn baby.

THE NINETIES | In the years just after Roe v. Wade,
many people believed the lie that abortion was simply
removing “some tissue” from the mother’s body. But with
the dawn of readily-available ultrasound technology, the
truth became clearly visible. This is a baby — a living,
growing baby.
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CHAPTER 4 - THE NINETIES
The Great Awakening

One eyewitness weighs more than ten hearsays —
Seeing is believing all the world over.
- - Plautus

MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE GLORY

In Wisconsin and across the nation, seeing was believing. Millennials (born roughly
between 1980 and 2000)1 were coming of age just as technology began exploding.

On the burgeoning internet and in their classrooms, these young people saw for themselves that life before birth had no less potential than their own. This great awakening explains in large part why, although much of this demographic is liberal on other social issues,
(same-sex marriage and drug legalization) the majority of Millennials are pro-life.2

No scientific advancement had as
much impact on the right-to-life issue as
the technology of ultrasound. For when
even the most casual observer sees a
pre-born child in this way, the tired, old
pro-abortion canard that this is just a
mass of tissue, dissolves into the vacuous lie it always was.
Today, thanks to even further technological advancements by Wisconsin
employer GE Healthcare, mothers can
see their little one through 3D and 4D
ultrasound that brings depth-of-field
and even movement to the images.
Parents proudly send before and
after pictures of their newborn to grandparents and others, showing the prebirth ultrasound and their newborn’s
first photo framed side-by-side.
As ultrasound machines became
more affordable, pro-life pregnancy
resource centers began using them to
save lives. Tony Perkins, president of
the Family Research Council, told the
Daily Signal, “Ultrasounds make crystal
clear the humanity of these children.
Expectant mothers are much more likely
to choose life for their babies once they
get to see with their own eyes their babies in the womb.” 3
Knights of Columbus, the Catholic
charity and service organization,
launched an effort to save a million lives
by 2019 by raising funds to provide ultrasound machines to pro-life centers. Carl
Anderson, CEO of the organization, said
the program has already saved hundreds
of thousands of lives. 3

Established in 1993, Eyewitness for Life
in Milwaukee was only the third clinic in the
nation to utilize ultrasound for women facing
unplanned pregnancies. “Our clients struggle
with very difficult circumstances,” said Dottie
Enters, the agency’s executive director. “Sometimes,” she explained, “they feel that their only
choice is abortion.” Showing these mothers an
ultrasound of their child can have a profound
impact on their decision-making process.
“We’re not just all about the baby;” said
Enters, “we save lives two-at-a-time. We compassionately support women in a very difficult
time of their life, to bring forth life.”
Eventually, the life-affirming value of ultrasound technology would spur the passage of
right-to-life legislation which would save even
more Wisconsin lives.
Sonya’s Law passed through both chambers of the state legislature and was signed
into law by Governor Scott Walker on July 5,
2013. The way the law is worded requires that
a woman seeking an abortion have an ultra-

ULTRASOUND TECHNOLOGY | The technology is named
“ultrasound” because the audio frequencies used are
ultra-high above human hearing range, (greater
than 20kHz). In the photo above, medical
sonography or ultrasonography is
being used to create viewable
images of an unborn child.
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sound 24-hours prior to the abortion being performed. She is able to view her unborn child
and see her baby’s heartbeat on ultrasound. A verbal description of what she sees on the
screen is given to her. She has the ability to turn away from the screen if she chooses. She
also can choose the type of ultrasound after all options are explained to her.
Wisconsin Right to Life is extremely grateful to Sonya who came forward to tell her
story. Sonya, the mother of two young children, considered abortion until she saw a bus
sign advertising free ultrasounds. After seeing her baby’s heartbeat on ultrasound, Sonya
fell in love with her baby and knew she had to give birth.
Sonya is a true hero for women like her and the babies that are being saved because of
the law which bears her name. Wisconsin Right to Life was the lead organization promoting
Sonya’s Law.

MARKETING WARS

How was it that until the advent of ultrasound, much of the public was woefully ignorant of fetal development? Did everyone sleep through Biology 101?
How were so many Americans swayed to believe that abortion was a good, empowering
thing for women and did no other harm? In his book, The Marketing of Evil, David Kupelian brings into sharp focus the deceptive strategies and tactics used to convince America
that abortion was a simple solution for an inconvenient problem. In the chapter “Blood
Confessions,” Kupelian illustrates how, prior to the technology explosion of the Nineties,
lying marketers sold America on unrestricted abortion.
“Women must have control over their own
bodies.”
“Safe and legal abortion is every woman’s
right.”
“My body, my choice!”
“Abortion is a personal decision between a
woman and her doctor.”
In one of the most successful marketing
campaigns in modern political history, the
“abortion rights” movement—with all of its
emotionally compelling catchphrases and
powerful political slogans—has succeeded in
turning what once was a crime into a fiercely
defended constitutional right.
In marketing wars, the party that frames
the terms of the debate almost always wins.
And the early abortion marketers brilliantly

”In marketing wars,
the party
that frames
the terms of the debate
almost always wins.”
succeeded in doing exactly that—diverting attention from the core issues of exactly
what abortion does to both the unborn
child and the mother, and focusing the
debate instead on a newly created issue:
choice. No longer was the morality of killing
the unborn at issue, but rather who decides.
The original abortion-rights slogans from
the early ’70s—they remain virtual articles
of faith and rallying cries of the “pro-choice”
movement to this day—were “Freedom of
choice” and “Women must have control over
their own bodies.”
“I remember laughing when we made
those slogans up,” recalls Bernard Nathanson, M.D., co-founder of the pro-abortion
vanguard group NARAL, reminiscing about
the early days of the abortion rights movement in the late ’60s and early ’70s. “We
were looking for some sexy, catchy slogans
to capture public opinion. They were very
cynical slogans then, just as all of these
slogans today are very, very cynical.”
Besides having served as chairman of the
executive committee of NARAL—originally
the National Association for the Repeal
of Abortion Laws and later renamed the
National Abortion and Reproductive Rights
Action League—as well as its medical committee, Nathanson was one of the principal
architects and strategists of the abortion
movement in the United States.

DR. BERNARD NATHANSON | Abortion
doctor-turned-pro-life activist Dr. Bernard
Nathanson, seen here in February 2000.

NATHANSON: “We persuaded the media
that the cause of permissive abortion was
a liberal, enlightened, sophisticated one.
Knowing that if a true poll were taken, we
would be soundly defeated, we simply
fabricated the results of fictional polls. We
announced to the media that we had taken
polls and that 60 percent of Americans were
in favor of permissive abortion. This is the
tactic of the self-fulfilling lie. Few people care
to be in the minority. We aroused enough
sympathy to sell our program of permissive
abortion by fabricating the number of illegal
abortions done annually in the U.S. The actual figure was approaching 100,000, but the
figure we gave to the media repeatedly was
1 million.
“Repeating the big lie often enough
convinces the public. The number of women
dying from illegal abortions was around
200–250 annually. The figure we constantly
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fed to the media was 10,000. These false
figures took root in the consciousness of
Americans, convincing many that we needed to crack the abortion law.
“Another myth we fed to the public
through the media was that legalizing abortion would only mean that the abortions
taking place illegally would then be done
legally. In fact, of course, abortion is now
being used as a primary method of birth
control in the U.S. and the annual number
of abortions has increased by 1,500 percent
since legalization.” 4
It is interesting to note that it was the
power of the evidence presented by ultrasound technology which convinced Nathanson that he had been on the wrong
side of the issue.
“As a result of all of this technology,”
Nathanson said, “looking at this baby,
examining it, investigating it, watching
its metabolic functions, watching it urinate, swallow, move and sleep, watching
it dream, which you could see by its rapid
eye movements via ultrasound, treating it,
operating on it—I finally came to the conviction that this was my patient. This was a
person! I was a physician, pledged to save
my patients’ lives, not to destroy them. So I
changed my mind on the subject of abortion.”
“There was nothing religious about it,” he
hastens to add. “This was purely a change of
mind as a result of this fantastic technology,
and the new insights and perceptions I had
into the nature of the unborn child.”
Thus did Bernard Nathanson, a co-founder
and top strategist of the pro-abortion movement, come to be staunchly committed to
the cause of ending legalized abortion in
America.

SILENT SCREAM | Dr. Bernard Nathanson shown in a
frame from the film “Silent Scream” in which he narrates
the horror of a 12-week abortion captured on ultrasound.

Intrigued by the question of what
really happens during an abortion in the first
three months of a pregnancy, Nathanson
decided to put an ultrasound machine on the
abdomen of a woman undergoing an abortion
and to videotape what happens.
“We got a film that was astonishing, shocking, frightening,” he says.
“It was made into a film called The Silent
Scream. It was shattering, and the pro-abortion
people panicked. Because at this point, we had
moved the abortion debate away from moralizing, sermonizing, sloganeering and pamphleteering into a high-tech argument. For the first
time, the pro-life movement now had all of the
technology and all of the smarts, and the proabortion people were on the defensive.”
Nathanson’s film provoked a massive campaign of defamation on the part of the proabortion movement, including charges that he
had doctored the film. He hadn’t. “I was accused
of everything from pederasty to nepotism. But
the American public saw the film.” 5

AMERICA CONNECTS TO THE INTERNET

Wisconsin Right to Life drives its life-saving message
onto the “Information Superhighway”

TIM BERNERS-LEE |
TIM BERNERS-LEE |

90’s TECHNOLOGY: DIAL-UP DAZE
Contrary to the long-standing urban legend, the internet was not invented
by Al Gore. Rather, credit for this historic, ground-breaking development
goes to British scientist Tim Berners-Lee, who in 1989, created an internetbased hypermedia initiative for global information sharing while at CERN,
the European Particle Physics Laboratory.11 By 1991, three little letters
began changing the world: “www,” the acronym for World Wide Web. In
1992, an estimated 727,000 U.S. computers were connected to the internet. Two years later, the number of connected computers jumped to
2,500,000. Virtually all of these connections were made using a telephone
land-line and a 56k dial-up modem. On the NBC-TV Today morning show
in 1994, hosts Katie Couric and Bryant Gumbel were famously confused
about it all, asking, “What is the internet, anyway?”12

YOU’VE GOT MAIL
Couric and Gumbel faced another new and confusing technology that day,
something called “electronic mail.” They struggled to decipher that odd icon
called the “at” symbol. Soon enough, email was nearly indispensable for doing
business and keeping in touch with family. It also brought us volumes of unsolicited commercial email — also known as “spam” — some of which appeared
to come from Nigeria, promising the unsuspecting reader millions of inheritance dollars in exchange for the surrender bank account information.
WRTL.ORG WEBSITE GOES ONLINE
In 1996, our arch nemesis, Planned Parenthood, launched PPFA.org. By the Fall of 1998,
Wisconsin Right to Life Business/Finance Manager, Phil Kurtz, brought the organization into the
internet age by launching WRTL.org. Having a presence on the web meant the organization could
share life-saving educational facts and pro-life information, beginning years of online work to save
lives. Ever since, Wisconsin Right to
Life’s aim has been to have the most effective internet outreach possible, sharing the truth about life with millions of
young people every year.
As email began replacing snail mail, Wisconsin Right to Life was able to reduce
postage costs and yet remain in frequent
contact with its local leaders, grass-roots
supporters and donors. The internet age
brought communication efficiencies, allowing us to do more for less!
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The year 1990 marked the all-time high for abortions in the United States with 1,608,600. The all-time high in
Wisconsin was in 1980 with 21,754 abortions. In 1990 there were 16,848 abortions, and 13,396 in 1994.9

1995 - BIRTH OF THE VERITAS SOCIETY
GOING ON THE OFFENSIVE
The constant drumbeat of pro-abortion rhetoric and themes on popular TV
shows and in Hollywood films had taken its toll on much of America’s thinking.
Freedom of choice had been normalized in society. Clever abortion marketing
and political campaign sloganeering lofted reproductive rights to new moral
heights in the American psyche. The rights of the unborn, if they were credited
with having rights at all, were secondary.
No longer was this killing. This was freedom — and Americans love their freedom.
In addition to public policy efforts, education and grass-roots activism, it was clear something more
needed to be done to change the hearts and the thinking of young people in our state. Something innovative. Something big and bold. In 1995, under the visionary leadership of Wisconsin Right to Life
Executive Director, Barbara Lyons, a new 501(c)(3) tax deductible entity of the Education Fund was
formed, called the Veritas Society.
“The word Veritas is Latin for truth,” Barbara explained. “We wanted to bring the truth about life to
young women ages 18-to-34, those most vulnerable to abortion. In 1995, there was no better way to do
this than with the power of television. “Another strong factor moving us to TV was our frustration from trying to engage churches, schools and political parties in a meaningful way. They weren’t cooperating so we
decided to go around them and directly to the public, using media. Besides, television was the pro-abortion
side’s marketing tool of choice, so why not turn the tables and use it for the cause of life?

“The Veritas Society’s goal was captured
in its slogan: Reaching minds through media.

seemed wrong, or, at the least, deeply troubling,”
Barbara said.

“A group called the Vitae Caring Foundation brought its highly-researched mass
media educational concept to us,” Barbara
recalled. “They helped us get our start, bringing high-quality, high-impact television ads
to Wisconsin which appeared during afternoon and prime-time TV programming, during the shows popular with our target audience, young women of child-bearing age.

“This large group of women in the mushy
middle, as we called it, appeared to be open to
listening to the pro-life perspective. They might
even be willing to change their minds on the
issue, depending on the evidence presented.

“Over time, we began developing our own
ads, working along side renowned pollster
Michael Baselice and nationally recognized
ad man and TV commercial writer/producer,
Bill Eisner.
“We wanted our ads to be as effective
and persuasive as possible,” Barbara told us,
“so we did extensive research into the attitudes and thinking of young women on the
abortion issue. We wanted to know how best
to reach them with messaging which would
move them toward favoring life.

“This was a breakthrough for us,” Barbara
explained. “We became convinced that a significant segment of Wisconsin’s young women,
(if shown effective messages with sufficient
frequency) would change their minds on abortion. As it turned out, we were right.
“During 2007-08, working in conjunction
with Heroic Media of Texas, we produced an
ad called 85 Days, which showed dramatic
in utero images of an unborn child’s heartbeat and other features of early fetal development. For our young target audience, 85 Days
showed compelling and convincing evidence
of the humanity of the unborn child. 		

“A message can do more harm than good
if it’s not properly crafted for the intended
audience. To be sure we were on track to be
successful, we pre-tested messages in a simplified form. Only when we were certain an
ad would have positive results did we invest
any money in production costs and airtime.
“Along the way, our attitude research
uncovered something interesting. We found
that the majority of young women who selfidentify as pro-choice do not actually hold
staunch or strident convictions favoring
abortion. Instead, many of these women are
somewhat ambivalent on the issue.10 They
generally supported the notion that other
women ought to have access to abortion, but
they themselves were unsure if they would
ever have one. For them, the idea of abortion

A FRAME FROM THE 2007-2008 TV AD “85 DAYS” |
The woman’s voice narrating the ads says,
“This is a baby . . . this is four weeks [after conception] when the heart
started beating on its own. You can see his face, ears, hands and feet.
Since the seventh week there has been measurable brain activity.
Who knows? Maybe he’s even thinking.
There was a time when I thought he just was a mass of tissue.
Huh. What was I thinking?”
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“85 Days not only tested well but we actually watched attitudes change in
our pre and post-polling. We published the exciting results of our 85
Days polling in the Spring 2008 issue of the Veritas INSIDER newsletter:
Our post-campaign poll verified that “85 Days” is a big winner: Overall recall of the ad was
72%. The recall soared to 85% for women 18-34, those most likely to have an abortion.
• There was an 8% increase in substantial opposition to abortion among women 18-34.
1

• For the overall audience, there was a net increase of 15% who said the ad was
persuasive in making them feel more strongly against abortion.
• 80% of the overall audience agreed that the ad made them think about the value of
human life.

2

3

4

• 58% of women 18-34 are opposed to legal abortion except in extreme circumstances.

“It has always been an honor and a thrill to bring news of our successes to
our loyal donors, who make possible the life-saving work of the Veritas Society,”
Barbara said. “Without our donors, we couldn’t change hearts and save lives.”
Beyond the costs related to researching, writing and producing effective TV ads,
purchase of sufficient amounts of airtime in most of Wisconsin’s largest media
markets requires a small fortune each year. “One or two ads on TV here and
there won’t do any good,” Barbara told us. “We wanted frequency, repetition.
Women needed to see the same TV ad seven to ten times (or more) for it to have
the desired effect.
“Ever since we began this effort in 1995, faithful investor/donors who believe
in the Veritas Society vision have generously stepped forward,” Barbara explained.
“The Vitae Caring Foundation trained us to do dinner party fund raisers and we
loved these events from the beginning. We liked making our case in a relaxed,
yet professional, low-pressure environment. Year after year, more and more prolife leaders, local business people and corporate executives came forward, happily inviting their friends and family to Veritas receptions and dinners.

5

“Spring and fall Veritas Society events in cities across the state were a staple
of our life-saving efforts,” Barbara continued. “Each evening would feature a few
words from the local host and clergy, a compelling guest speaker and a presentation about our continuing success in changing hearts and minds to favor life.
Each event concluded with a request for financial support of the work.”

6

Every place that showed decades of consistent support for the Veritas
Society had something in common with all the others: A special group of
devoted leaders and Trustees who had caught the Veritas vision and enthusiastically got behind it. As community leaders, these generous people used their
Veritas Society TV Ads

7

1. “Nurse”
2. “Firefighter”

3. “Baby Pain”
4. “Call for Help”

5. “Agonizing Decisions”
6. “College Campus”

7. “Deserve a Chance” with abortion
survivor Melissa Ohden

CHARLIE & LORRAINE VIGNIERI |
Pro-Life Pillars of Kenosha Veritas Society

1997 | (L-R) Green Bay Packers Chairman & CEO Bob Harlan,
with his wife, Madeline and Executive Director Barbara Lyons
with founder of the Weekly Standard, Fred Barnes.

names, their influence and their financial support to help foster the development of the Veritas
Society and its life-saving work. Both past and
present Veritas Trustees (shown with an asterisk)
and local leaders are names you will recognize.
APPLETON
Bob & Joan Follett*
Deacon James Asmuth
Dan & Carolyn Baird
Robert & Pat Endries
George Mueller
Clarence & Del Wallace
GREEN BAY
Bob and Madeline Harlan*
Ray Nitschke*
Ryan & Jennifer Pickett*
Mike & MiMi Ariens
Bob Atwell
Bruce Bell
George & Eileen Burnett
Fran Frigo
Dan Gulling
Mike & Marlene Langenhorst
Don Long

LA CROSSE
John & Roberta Ujda
Mariel Carlisle
MILWAUKEE
Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan*
Jerry and Marna Boyle*
Charles Wiberg*
OSHKOSH
Dr. William and Fran Weber
Walter and Lynn Scott
SHEBOYGAN
Lou and Michele Gentine*
Jim and Jan Sartori
WAUKESHA
Sal and Sandy Bando*
Tim and Jan Hoeksema*
Larry and Therese Schmidt*

VERITAS SOCIETY EVENT, WAUKESHA | Guests enjoy dinner at
the Legends at Brandybrook, followed by a guest speaker and
presentation. Circa 2010. Inset: Hosts Larry & Terri Schmidt.

“By 2010,” Barbara told us, “when the Veritas
Society turned 15, we had nearly 11-million TV
ad viewings by women 18-to-34 that year alone,
made possible by a hefty media-buy funding goal.
Most encouraging of all, by 2010, Wisconsin
abortions had declined by nearly 53%, falling to
7,825.”

That trend continues as Executive Director Heather Weininger explained to us in July of
WAUSAU
2017. “Over the past seven years, Wisconsin has
Chet and Pam Rucinski
seen an incredible and steady decrease in aborKENOSHA
tions. There were 5,612 abortions performed in
Charlie & Lorraine Vignieri*
Edward & Penny Emma*
2016.9 Those are 5,612 reasons we continue this
Bob Kaczmarek
important, life-saving work,” Weininger said, “In
recent years, we have been able to create an effecThese devoted supporters (along with many
others) have invited hundreds of new and return- tive Veritas Society campaign utilizing online digital media as well as television, giving our media
ing guests to Veritas Society events across our
messages more effective reach for less money than
state for the last 23 years.
ever before.”
GREEN LAKE
Dick & Mary Wilkinson
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KILLING
MACHINE
BY AMY GEHRKE | VP for Advancement & Development, Wisconsin Right to Life

April of 1990 was a watershed month for the pro-life movement. On April
28, over 700,000 pro-lifers gathered on the National Mall in Washington,
D.C., to stand for the unborn. April of 1990 was a watershed month in my
life, too — I was hired by National Right to Life as their Communications
Assistant for Advertising. Over the next 10 years I would witness, firsthand, the pro-life movement go toe-to-toe with a well-funded, incrediblyorganized abortion advocacy movement.
I arrived at National Right to Life in
Washington, D.C., a week after graduating from the University of Oklahoma, 21
years old and very naïve. Several other
young women joined the NRLC staff at
approximately the same time, and we
were all determined to put an end to
Roe v. Wade as quickly as possible. Our
opposition, on the other hand, was led
by two highly-sophisticated women who
were the polar opposites of the idealistic
young girls over at NRLC. In 1990, Faye
Wattleton of Planned Parenthood and
Kate Michelman of the National Abortion Rights Action League (NARAL) were
older, experienced, polished and incredibly intimidating. They seemed to be
everywhere – on television, in the papers,
on the Hill – everywhere.

Kate Michelman became the executive
director of NARAL in 1985. By 1990, she
was a nationally-recognized face for the
pro-abortion movement. From behind a wellmaintained exterior, Michelman promoted
an extreme pro-abortion agenda that was out
of step with an increasingly pro-life America.
With the help of her friends at Planned Parenthood and other liberal organizations,
Michelman was able to make her radical view
of abortion the status quo for the Democrat
party. Michelman remained the executive
director of NARAL until 2004. Since then, no
other NARAL leader has had the influence or
visibility that Kate Michelman had in the ‘90s.
While NARAL was always all about
extreme abortion advocacy, Planned Parenthood’s story was a bit more complex.
Continued on Page 100

MILESTONES

1990

RALLY FOR LIFE — Wisconsin Right to Life sponsored numbers of
buses to bring Wisconsinites to the largest-ever right-to-life rally (to
date) in Washington, D.C., with over 350,000 in attendance.
PARENTAL CONSENT — Led by Wisconsin Right to Life, the state
Assembly passed a bill requiring parental consent before a minor
girl’s abortion, but the bill stalled in the Senate.
SAVED ABORTION BAN — Wisconsin Right to Life successfully led
the Wisconsin Assembly to reject pro-abortion attempts to repeal
Wisconsin’s abortion ban (§ 940.04).
GOV. TOMMY THOMPSON RE-ELECTED — Wisconsin Right to Life
helped re-elect Governor Thompson to a second term.
WRTL MEMBERSHIP CLIMBS to 37,000 Wisconsin households.
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Killing Machine - Continued from Page 98
When Faye Wattleton took over
the organization in 1978, Planned
Parenthood’s focus was primarily on
family planning. According to former Planned Parenthood Vice President, David Andrews, the group was
in danger of becoming irrelevant;
many of its leaders wanted to lie
low and continue providing birth
control in small clinics, while ignoring the growing outcry from pro-life
citizens to end legal abortion.
Faye Wattleton roared into Planned
Parenthood like a lion. To the disAt the controls of the killing machine |
may of a handful of Planned Parent(Right) Faye Wattleton, at the time, President of Planned
Parenthood American Federation; and, (Left) Kate Michelman,
hood stalwarts, Wattleton wanted
in a 1990 photo as the two appeared before the U.S. Senate
nothing to do with lying low. She
Judiciary Committee. (Getty Images)
immediately hired professional
media experts to help articulate her
mission. As the Reagan years brought growing opposition to abortion both through policy and
popular opinion, Wattleton took an increasingly aggressive stance to protect legal abortion.
In 1989, she created the Planned Parenthood Action Fund, thrusting the organization into the
political landscape. No longer was Planned Parenthood a quiet family planning organization.
Under Wattleton’s leadership, and with the help of tax dollars and wealthy, left-wing donors, by
1990, Planned Parenthood had become a force to be reckoned with in the pro-abortion movement.
Faye Wattleton and Kate Michelman, the two grand dames of the pro-abortion movement,
had a great deal of help from their friends in the media. Those of us in NRLC’s communications
department saw this first-hand on an almost daily basis. While NARAL and Planned Parenthood’s fallacious claims went unchallenged, we were questioned at every turn. I was shocked
one day when a producer from a national news network told a co-worker she was a liar. Another
time, we received “hate mail” on the letterhead of another national news network.
When Wattleton announced that she was stepping down from Planned Parenthood in 1992,
those of us at NRLC were a bit surprised and wondered what was next for the organization.
Faye Wattleton had turned Planned Parenthood into one of our greatest foes. What would their
next president bring?
It wasn’t long before Planned Parenthood announced Wattleton’s successor, Pamela Maraldo.
Shortly after Maraldo took over Planned Parenthood, President Bill Clinton announced that his
wife, Hillary, would be spearheading the effort towards national health care. At National Right
to Life, all of our efforts shifted to stopping the pro-abortion, pro-euthanasia Clinton Health Care
Plan, or “Hillarycare.” Over at Planned Parenthood, Pam Maraldo’s vision of the organization

was changing, as well.
Maraldo was a member of Hillary
Clinton’s inner circle and worked to
ensure that all of Planned Parenthood’s pro-abortion demands were
included in the Clinton Health Care
plan. Certain that the plan was a
done deal, Maraldo believed that the
abortion debate was settled once and
for all, and that Planned Parenthood
could return to its original mission:
contraception and health care.
It wasn’t to be. Congress didn’t
”HillaryCare” would pay for abortions |
implement any national health care
First Lady Hillary Clinton at her presentation
and the Hillarycare plan was dead.
on health care in September 1993
Maraldo was faced with the task
of determining where Planned Parenthood would go next. She set to
work on a reinvention plan – taking Planned Parenthood back to its focus on health care and contraception, while not backing down on abortion advocacy. Her goal was to make
Planned Parenthood a major national health care provider despite the fact
there would be no national health care in the 90s.
Maraldo announced her reinvention plan in 1994, and it went over like
the proverbial lead balloon among Planned Parenthood leaders around the
country. The biggest bone of contention was that abortion was hardly mentioned in the plan’s 88 pages. By 1995, Maraldo dismissed from Planned
Parenthood because she threatened to take the focus of the organization
away from abortion. For the first time, the handwriting was on the wall:
Planned Parenthood wasn’t a health care organization; it was an abortion
organization.
Gloria Feldt became the president of Planned Parenthood in 1996.
Under her leadership, Planned Parenthood masqueraded as a health care
organization while exponentially increasing their profits from abortion. The
number of abortions performed by Planned Parenthood increased from
153,367 in 1996 to 255,015 in 2004, a number that has continued to grow
despite a decrease in abortions nationwide.
Feldt continued in the model of Faye Wattleton. While she lacked Wattleton’s polish and charisma, she created a Planned Parenthood that was a
powerhouse of public relations, marketing, and branding. She increased the
Continued on Page 102
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Killing Machine - Continued from Page 101

Hillary Clinton receives “Margaret Sanger Award” |

Planned Parenthood Federal of America President Cecile Richards
presents pro-abortion Secretary of State Hillary Clinton with PPFA’s
“highest honor,” the Margaret Sanger Award, in 1993.

work of the Planned Parenthood Action Fund, laying the groundwork for Cecile Richards, Planned Parenthood’s next political
powerhouse.
Despite the tremendous presence of NARAL and Planned
Parenthood during the ‘90s, abortions continued to decrease and
pro-life presence in the national landscape continued to increase.
There were major changes taking place in America. Medical
technology was teaching us more and more about the unborn
child in the womb. There was no question abortions killed tiny
humans. Conservative media, such as The Rush Limbaugh Show
and the Fox News Channel were growing in popularity. States
became able to pass protective, pro-life laws following the 1992
Planned Parenthood v. Casey U.S. Supreme Court decisions.
My department at National Right to Life worked to produce
some of the first pro-life television ads in the nation. I was also
very fortunate to work with Barbara Lyons on a project that came
to be known as the Veritas Society.
National Right to Life successfully stopped the Clinton Health
Care Plan and had numerous other pro-life legislative victories.
We led the fight against Partial Birth Abortion. With the help
of leaders like Doug Johnson, legislative director of NRLC, and
NRLC executive director, David O’Steen, the team of young
people at NRLC were able to stem the tide of the abortion giants.
It was truly an exciting time to be in Washington, D.C., fighting
for the most vulnerable.

”There were major changes
taking place in America.
Medical technology was
teaching us more and more
about the unborn child in the
womb. There was no question
abortions killed tiny humans.”

Most of all, the hundreds of thousands of pro-life men, women and children who stood for life in April of 1990 on the Mall
in Washington went home and got to work.
Planned Parenthood and NARAL were certainly slick in the
‘90s, but their killing machine couldn’t match the power of the
millions who stood for the fundamental truth that unborn
children deserve to live.

Amy Gehrke |

Amy is VP for Advancement & Development for
Wisconsin Right to Life. She previously served as
a communications assistant and later marketing
coordinator for National Right to Life from 1990
to 2000. After moving to Wisconsin in 2000, Amy
did pro bono work for WRTL in Dane County,
and worked as a legislative aide in the Wisconsin State Senate. After moving from Madison to
Milwaukee, Amy did marketing and development
for Columbia St. Mary’s and Aurora Healthcare.
Having served on WRTL’s board of directors for
seven years, Amy joined the WRTL staff full-time
in 2015.
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THE INFLUENCE OF “DR. DEATH” ON THE NINETIES
Jack Kevorkian Pushed America Toward the Slippery Slope of Assisted Suicide
Asked about the challenge of introducing new ideas to
the public, Apple co-founder and tech-world giant, Steve
Jobs, said that “people don’t know what they want, until
you show it to them.”13
Those words ring as truly foundational to any marketing
or advertising person. Introducing your new product or idea
to consumers requires that you first capture their attention
with clever and appealing promotion. Clever enough to convince people they need something they never needed before.
The introduction of the microwave oven is a perfect
example. The now ubiquitous kitchen appliance was sold
this way:
Food that’s piping hot in minutes; the microwave fits your busy lifestyle.

DR. JACK KEVORKIAN |
Often referred to as “Doctor Death,”
Kevorkian is shown here speaking at
UCLA in 2011, about a month before
his own demise.

Consumers never knew they needed such a thing until
they saw it. Then, owning a microwave made perfect sense.
Today, few want to live without one. Classic marketing
success stories, like the introduction of the microwave oven,
were not lost on Michigan pathologist Dr. Jack Kevorkian.
The most visible face of the drive to legalize doctorprescribed suicide in America, Kevorkian’s influence helped
to usher in Oregon’s assisted suicide law in 1994. Along
with others, (notably Derek Humphrey), Kevorkian ran a
decades-long campaign to convince the public they were
missing something they badly needed — a way out when
life was no longer bearable. It was sold this way:
Instead of ending your life in agony, you can choose death with dignity.

The classic marketing language was appealing, offering
to fill a previously-unknown need with a simple and convenient solution. Kevorkian, as evangelist-in-chief for the
patient self-determination movement, didn’t just talk the talk,
he walked the walk with deadly efficiency. “Dr. Death,” as
he was often called by the media, helped 54-year-old Janet
Adkins commit suicide by lethal injection in his rusty, old,
VW camper “suicide van,” in June of 1990. Adkins’ death
was the first of an estimated 120 lives taken by Kevorkian.

Our friends at Michigan Right to Life recall
the Kevorkian saga this way.
Who was Jack Kevorkian? Hollywood may sing his
praises by casting Al Pacino to play him in a sympathetic biopic, but the real Kevorkian can only be described
as Doctor Death. A pathologist by training, Kevorkian
was obsessed with death. As early as 1959, Kevorkian
was proposing experiments on condemned prisoners.
He said the ultimate goal of his suicide advocacy was
human vivisection: performing experiments on live
people.
Kevorkian’s work was as sick as his goals. He would
take pictures of the eyes of dying patients, hoping to
capture the precise moment of their death. He would
transplant the blood of corpses into himself. He created artwork of a highly disturbing nature depicting
death, giving you a view into his twisted mind. Patient
autonomy was not Kevorkian’s crusade; his was death
itself.
Kevorkian’s killings set off a flurry of seemingly
unreal activity. How was Michigan going to deal with
it? Were our laws sufficient? Should they be changed?
Should Kevorkian be embraced? For 9 years the Michigan Legislature, courts, and local law enforcement were
embroiled in a struggle. Much like today’s news cycle,
it seemed every day brought a new revelation, political
maneuver, or Kevorkian killing. At one point Kevorkian
held a press conference offering a dead man’s kidneys,
first come, first served.
The conflict eventually came to a head. In 1997 the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled unanimously in Vacco v. Quill
that there was no Constitutional right to assisted suicide. The Michigan Legislature began efforts to clarify
Michigan’s law and permanently ban assisted suicide. 11

Of course, Kevorkian was not alone in his advocacy of death-on-demand. In 1991, The Hemlock
Society published Final Exit, giving advice on how,
where and when to kill yourself or someone else.
Derek Humphrey, wrote that his book “breaks the
last taboo. Follow my instructions for a perfect death,
with no mess, no autopsy, no post-mortem.”
Such quick and easy solutions did not gain wide
acceptance among the people of Michigan or with
most of the nation. Kevorkian’s 1998 efforts to win a
voter referendum to legalize assisted suicide in that
state failed decisively. Public opinion shifted dramatically after CBS’s 60 Minutes aired a disturbing tape of
Kevorkian euthanizing Thomas Youk by lethal injection. A Michigan jury would eventually find Kevorkian guilty of second-degree murder, ending his deadly
career. Kevorkian served eight years of a 10-to-25year prison sentence.

After his release, Kevorkian was asked by CNN’s
Anderson Cooper if he thought physicians played
God. “Of course,” he said, “Anytime you interfere
with a natural process, you are playing God.”13
Ironically, Dr. Jack Kevorkian died of natural causes
in 2011.
However, the state-wide, national and international influence and sad legacy of Dr. Death lives
on. From 1995 until the date of this publication,
at least 16 attempts have been made to legalize
physician-assisted suicide in Wisconsin, but none
of these efforts found support in the legislature.
Wisconsin Right to Life stands firmly against any attempt to legalize assisted suicide.
The vast majority of U.S. states have laws which
prohibit assisted suicide; however, it is legal in six
states: Oregon, Washington, Vermont, California,
Montana, Colorado and Washington DC. At the
time of this publication, assisted suicide is legal in
the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany and Japan
with other countries now considering legalization.
Proponents of legalized assisted suicide continue
to suggest that death-on-demand be available for
those who are in pain. Of course, no one wants to be
in pain or see their loved ones in pain. This is a very
real fear people have. Fortunately, we live in a time
when medicine has made great strides to manage
even the most severe types of pain. It is important
to have a medical team who understands how to
relieve pain. But what about those diagnosed with
terminal illnesses or those with depression?
Shouldn’t they be able to choose death?
There are plentiful reasons why such a practice
is fraught with danger. At the least, patients are
misdiagnosed and could make an irreversible decision to die based on the wrong information. Because patients are strongly influenced by doctors, a
vulnerable patient may feel there is no other alternative if their doctor recommends death. Trusted
family members may have ulterior motives. When
not feeling well, depressed persons may want to die.
When feeling better, they want to live. Legalized
assisted suicide is not the panacea suggested by proponents. It is a slippery slope toward putting people
to death without their consent — a practice already
in place in the Netherlands and elsewhere.
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ABORTION BIAS
SEEPS INTO THE NEWS
As hard as it may be to believe
today, back in July of 1990,
the Los Angeles Times ran a
four-part series by David Shaw
on “Abortion and the Media,”
documenting the pro-abortion
media slant commonly found
in news reporting. Below are
highlights from the series.

• The news media consistently use language
and images that frame the entire abortion debate
in terms that implicitly favor abortion-rights advocates.
• Abortion-rights advocates are often quoted more frequently and
characterized more favorably than are abortion opponents.
• Events and issues favorable to abortion opponents are sometimes ignored or given minimal attention by the media.
• Many news organizations have given more prominent play to stories on rallies and electoral
and legislative victories by abortion-rights advocates than to similar stories of rallies and
victories by opponents of abortion.
• Columns of commentary favoring abortion rights outnumber those opposing abortion by a
margin of more than 2 to 1 on the op-ed pages of most of the nation’s major daily newspapers.
• Most media organizations, including the Associated Press, use the label “pro-choice”, the
preferred label of abortion-rights advocates, but not “pro-life”, the preferred label of those who
oppose abortion. During the first nine months of 1989, the TV networks used “pro-choice” in
74% of their references to abortion-rights advocates and used “pro-life” in only 6% of their
references to abortion opponents.
• Abortion opponents are often described as “conservatives”; abortion-rights supporters are
rarely labeled as “liberals.” Abortion opponents are often described as “militant” or “strident”;
such characterizations are seldom used to describe abortion-rights advocates, many of
whom can also be militant or strident -- or both.
• The major media paid no attention to the discovery by Bob Woodward of the Washington Post
that two justices who had played a major role in the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion had conceded, in private memos, that they knew they were “legislating policy and exceeding (the court’s) authority as the interpreter, not the maker of law,” as Woodward wrote.13

THE NINETIES — SIGNIFICANT
U.S. SUPREME COURT
DECISIONS
During this decade, the U.S. Supreme Court
made several key decisions. Most notable
among them was in 1992 when the high
court upheld a Pennsylvania law requiring informed consent and a 24-hour waiting period
prior to an abortion in Planned Parenthood of
Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey. This paved
the way for states to constitutionally place
some restrictions on how and when abortion
is allowed.
1990 - Hodgson v. Minnesota, Ohio v. Akron Center for Reproductive Health - In Hodgson, struck down
Minnesota statute requiring two-parent notification without a judicial bypass, but upheld the same provision
with a judicial bypass. In the same decision, the Court allowed a 48-hour waiting period for minors following
parental notification. In Ohio v. Akron, the Court upheld one-parent notification with judicial bypass.
1991 - Rust v. Sullivan - Upheld federal regulation prohibiting Title X family planning clinic personnel from
counseling or referring women regarding abortion. If a clinic physically and financially separated abortion
services from family planning services, the family planning component could still receive Title X money.
Relying on Maher and Harris, the Court emphasized that the government is not obliged to fund abortionrelated services, even if it funds parental care or childbirth.
1992 - Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey - By a sharply divided vote of 5-4, the
Court reaffirmed the “central holding” of Roe, but in a 7-2 vote, suggested that states could pursue their interest in “potential” life, explicitly overruling parts of Akron and Thomburg by allowing informed consent requirements (that the woman be given information on the risks of abortion and on fetal development), a mandatory
24-hour waiting period following receipt of the information, the collection of abortion statistics, and a required one-parent consent with judicial bypass. Spousal notification provisions, however, were held unconstitutional.
THE “UNDUE BURDEN TEST”
It should be noted that in Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the court reaffirmed the core holdings of Roe but
modified it by discarding the trimester scheme, and as stated above, upheld certain restrictions on abortion.
The ruling also adopted the “undue burden” test of abortion laws. This test requires opponents of pro-life regulations must prove a provision would create an “undue burden” on a woman’s right to abortion in order for it
to be declared unconstitutional.
1997 - Mazurek v. Armstrong - Upheld Montana law requiring that only licensed physicians perform
abortions.14

JUSTICES SEATED ON THE U.S. SUPREME COURT DURING THE NINETIES
David Souter (1990) and Clarence Thomas (1991) were both appointed by President George H. W. Bush (41).
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (1993) and Stephen Breyer (1994) were both appointed by President Bill Clinton.
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WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE STAFF & FRIENDS | (Circa 1991)
Shown Left to Right, Back Row: Tom Back, Dr. Jack Willke, Judy Schrader, Sue Armacost, Linda LNU,15 Luke Zimmer
Middle Row, Standing, Left to Right: Mary Klaver, Lu Zirwes
Middle Row, Seated, Left to Right: Mary LNU,15 Pam Martinsek, Barbara Lyons, Barbara Claffey, Helen Dobson
Front Row, Seated, Left to Right: Lori Clarke, Pat Detzer
DR. & MRS. (JOHN & BARBARA) WILLKE

Jack and Barbara Willke are central figures of the pro-life movement
both in the U.S. and around the world. After founding Cincinnati and
Ohio Right to Life, Jack Willke served as president of Life Issues Institute.
He also served 10 years as president of the National Right to Life Committee and helped found the International Right to Life Federation. Dr. Willke
spoke at numerous events for Wisconsin Right to Life and is pictured at
the top of this page with the organization’s staff.
Willke told the Cincinnati Inquirer that the abortion debate “just swept us up” and they never looked
back. As a doctor-and-nurse team, they literally wrote
the book on the topic of abortion with their 1971 work,
Handbook on Abortion which was translated into ten languages. Known internationally as the “bible of the movement,” Handbook on Abortion sold over
a million copies. The Willkes wrote two equally important follow-up books,
Why Can’t We Love Them Both? and Abortion: Questions and Answers.
Barbara Willke passed away in 2013, followed by her husband, Jack, in
2015. Bradley Mattes, executive director of Life Issues Institute, described
both Willkes as mentors for nearly four decades. He said, “the impact she
and Jack have had on the pro-life movement is immeasurable.” 16

BITTER PILL — RU-486
The 1990’s brought the introduction of the abortion pill, or RU-486. It began three days into Bill
Clinton’s presidency, on the anniversary of Roe v.
Wade when Clinton issued an executive order directing the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to seek an application from pharmaceutical
giant, Roussel, to market the abortion pill Mifepristone, or RU-486, in the U.S. This action followed
nearly ten years of campaigning in newspapers and
women’s magazines touting the new drug that would
make abortion “as private as taking a pill in your
own home.”
During testing however, women reported problems with the drug. Despite assurances, trials
showed using RU-486 was more difficult and dangerous than advertised. TIME magazine, referred to
the part where the abortion occurred as, “painful,
messy, and protracted.”47 A doctor who treated an
Iowa woman involved in the trials said she experience near-death complications related to blood loss.
Testing in France revealed a patient death, while in
the U.S., serious side effects and complications were
not uncommon.
NRLC’s Randall K. O’Bannon reported that predictably, when the results of the trials were published
in the New England Journal of Medicine in April,
1998, the authors and employees of the Population
Council reported that the drug was both “safe and effective for women seeking medical abortions of pregnancies of 49 days duration or less.”42 As a result,
RU-486 was officially introduced into the United
States market in the year 2000. Twelve years after its
debut, the drug had claimed more than a dozen lives
and injured 1,200 women.43 The FDA seemed slow
to report these results but finally in April of 2011 the
agency quietly issued a report with truly scary RU486 complications.

•
•
•
•

612 women required hospitalization
339 experienced serious blood loss
256 experienced infections
48 women experienced what the FDA labeled
as “severe infections” or potentially lethal sepsis
infections 42

By 2012, the drug had killed two-million unborn
children.44 During the 2000’s, Wisconsin Right to Life
launched a successful state-wide campaign against
remote delivery of RU-486 in our state, culminating
in passage of the Web Cam Abortion Prevention Act.

MILESTONES

1991
In 1991, Wisconsin Right to Life Education Fund sponsored its first bioethics
conference with hundreds attending;
and the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
Reagan rule prohibiting Title X federal
tax dollars from being used for abortion
counseling or referrals.

1992

Partial-birth abortion was unveiled
at a national meeting of abortionists,
inflaming right-to-lifers and leading to
intense education of the public on the
gruesomeness of this and other
abortion procedures.

1993
The NRLC Convention was in Milwaukee,
sponsored by Wisconsin Right to Life.
That same year WRTL membership
reached 48,000 households with chapters and sub-chapters increasing to 75.
The radical Freedom of Choice Act
(FOCA) stalled in Congress after massive
national right-to-life efforts to defeat
it. Congress continued to approve the
Hyde amendment to prohibit use of federal tax dollars for abortion. The ill-fated
Clinton health care plan was introduced
which would mandate abortion as a
basic benefit and lead to rationing of
health care for all Americans.
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LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES

IN THE 90’s, Wisconsin Right to Life schooled the opposition.

PRO-LIFE LEGISLATION SAVES LIVES
1992 - Parental Consent Act
Under s. 48.375, unless a medical emergency exists, a physician cannot perform an abortion on a minor (someone under 18 years old) unless the minor and one
of her parents consents to the abortion or the minor uses a constitutionally required
judicial bypass. Note: There are provisions in the parental consent law that can be
used to undermine the parental consent requirement. For example, the minor can
also get an abortion if an adult family member or a foster parent consents to the
abortion. These individuals do not have the legal right to consent to medical treatment for the minor in any other circumstance.

1996 - Woman’s RIGHT TO KNOW ACT
Section 253.10 is a detailed informed consent law requiring the voluntary and
informed consent of a woman for an abortion. Unless a medical emergency exists,
the physician is required to provide specific information to a woman before an abortion can be performed followed by a reflection period (usually 24-hours) to allow
the woman the opportunity to consider whether or not she will consent to an abortion. This law also requires that the woman be given printed materials prepared by
the state, including a fetal development booklet and a statewide directory of services
which includes pro-life pregnancy help centers.
In 1998, the Woman’s Right to Know law was upheld in federal court with the
assistance of Wisconsin Right to Life. There was a 12% reduction in Wisconsin
abortions in 1998, the first year this important law was in effect.
--> CONTINUED ON PAGE 112
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“ CA S E Y ” D E CI S I O N CHA N G E S E V E R Y TH I N G ;
the defeat OF “FOCA” AND HILLARY CARE

SUPREME COURT PAVES WAY FOR STATE REGULATION
Planned Parenthood v. Casey
Roe v. Wade removed from individual states like Wisconsin the authority to ban
abortion. However, the Supreme Court 1992 Planned Parenthood v. Casey decision
set new guidelines for states (and courts) to, in some measure, restrict or limit access
to abortion, so long as such regulations do not place an “undue burden” on a woman’s right to the procedure. Why the change? Michael F. Moses explains that, “the
Court admitted in Casey that in previous cases it had not given enough recognition to
the states’ interest in protecting human life. Combined with the new [undue burden]
standard, this meant that after Casey, states would be freer to regulate abortion than
previous cases had allowed.”40
During the Nineties, then, legislative director Susan Armacost and executive director Barbara Lyons worked to craft, lobby for and see passed into law, state regulations which met the Casey undue burden standard and have since served to save
thousands of lives from abortion. Two of those laws, (explained on the previous page)
helped parents intervene in their minor daughter’s abortion decision and gave women
important abortion information along with a 24-hour reflection period. Since then,
Wisconsin Right to Life has help to pass numerous other laws which, while meeting
the undue burden standard, still help to save lives. Without the Supreme Court’s
Casey decision, none of these would have been possible. Casey literally transformed
the pro-life movement’s ability to save lives.

FOCA & HILLARY CARE
Dave Andrusko, the amazingly gifted editor of National Right to Life News wrote,
“With the inauguration of Bill Clinton on January 20, 1993, the pro-abortionists’
most extravagant dreams seemed to have been realized. They couldn’t ask for much
more: The pro-abortion leadership of the Democratic Party controlled both houses of
--> CONTINUED ON PAGE 115
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LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES
Continued from Page 110
1997 - Prohibition on Funding for AbortionRelated Activities - Section 20.9275 prohibits
public funding of pregnancy programs that
engage in abortion-related activities and
prohibits pregnancy programs that receive
public funds from using the funds for abortion-related activities. The abortion-related
activities are: (1) provides abortion services;
(2) promotes, encourages or counsels in
favor of abortion services; and (3) makes
abortion referrals either directly or through
an intermediary in any instance other than
when an abortion is directly and medically
necessary to save the life of the pregnant
woman.

TRACY MARCINIAK | At right,
Tracy Marciniak holds the body of
her son Zachariah, who was killed
in a violent assault. The photo was
taken at Zachariah’s funeral which
was delayed three weeks to allow
Tracy to recover from her injuries.
At the time, Wisconsin had no
unborn victims of violence law. As
a result, Tracy’s husband was convicted and imprisoned only for his
attack against her but not for the
murder of her son. In response to Tracy’s case and others like
it, Wisconsin Right to Life crafted one of the strongest unborn
victims of violence laws which was overwhelmingly enacted by
the Wisconsin legislature in 1998 and signed into law by prolife Governor Tommy Thompson. Later, Tracy testified before
the U.S. House of Representatives in support of the federal
version of the legislation which was signed into law on April 1,
2004, by President George W. Bush (43).

1998 - Unborn Children in Need of Protection or
Services - Unborn children, at any stage of pregnancy, who are at risk of serious physical harm
due to the severe and habitual use of alcohol or
drugs by their expectant mothers were added to
the Children’s Code as an unborn child in need
of protection or services. This new “Cocaine
Mom” law gave the courts authority to require
the expectant mother to participate in alcohol
and drug abuse services, even if she has to be
taken into physical custody, in order to protect
her unborn child.

1998 - Fetal Homicide and Bodily Injury Act Criminal homicide and bodily injury statutes
were created to establish an unborn child
as a second victim of major homicide and
bodily injury crimes, with the same penalties that exist for born persons. These
crimes cover causing harm or death to an
unborn child in a non-abortion context
where the unborn child, the child’s mother,
or both, are victims of violence perpetrated
by another person.

1998 - Partial-Birth Abortion Ban - Section
940.16, which bans partial-birth abortion in
Wisconsin, is currently unenforceable because
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Stenberg v. Carhart
decision striking down Nebraska’s ban on partial-birth abortion also struck down similar state
bans on partial-birth abortion in 2000. After that
decision, a federal ban on partial-birth abortion
was enacted in 2003. The federal ban was upheld
by the U.S. Supreme Court in its 2007 Gonzales
v. Carhart decision. The federal partial-birth
abortion ban applies throughout the country,
so partial-birth abortions are illegal in all states,
including Wisconsin.

1998 - Adoption Laws in Wisconsin - The
adoption laws in Wisconsin were comprehensively revised to improve the adoption
process in our state and to expand funding for adoption assistance for children at
risk of developmental disabilities. These
revisions also included an educational
component to create greater awareness
and acceptance of adoption as an alternative to abortion.
Continued on Page 123
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1992 PRO-ABORTION BILL CLINTON ELECTED PRESIDENT —

The Republican Party retained right-to-life platforms at both the national and state
levels but in the 1992 presidential election, it wouldn’t be enough. Bill Clinton
(shown above) was elected as the first hard-core, pro-abortion president. Right-to-life
U.S. Senator Bob Kasten was defeated by pro-abortion Russ Feingold. Congress twice
approved a ban on partial-birth abortion, but Clinton vetoed those bans in both 1996 and
1998. With more than a little irony, recently uncovered audio recordings with Bill Clinton
indicate the president thought that pro-abortion forces were too extreme in their rhetoric.
In recordings of Clinton released in 2015 by the Washington Free Beacon, (made by long-time
family confidante and presidential biographer, Taylor Branch), the former-president said that
pro-choice activists “framed the question selfishly, by putting it in terms of a woman’s right to
do whatever she wanted,” making it seem like they were fighting for a “selfish woman’s right to
crush her baby’s skull.”

Clinton saw some of the pro-choice stances as extreme, such as the belief that third-trimester
abortion should be legal. “I believe that if you can’t make up your mind in the first six months,
you don’t have the right to have an abortion,” Clinton said.25 If Clinton really believed this, why
did he twice veto the ban on partial-birth abortion? Reacting to the 1996 veto, over 35 states
introduced bills to ban the procedure, including Clinton’s home state of Arkansas.
As president, Clinton issued executive orders overturning long-time right-to-life policies by
approving funding for organizations which promote or perform abortions overseas, allowing
military hospitals to perform abortions overseas, lifting the ban on fetal tissue research, and allowing Title X tax dollars to be used for abortion counseling and referrals. Clinton also
pushed for importation of the abortion drug RU 486 into the United States.
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W h e n g e tt i n g a n
“ F ” G e ts YO U
b r a g g i n g r i g h ts
WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE ELATED AT RECEIVING FAILING GRADE
Today, the concept of students receiving report cards with letter grades is considered old
school. The letters A, B, C, D and, the failing grade, “F” have been replaced by more subtle,
no-hurt-feelings-based ideas such as approaching expectations and meeting expectations. Back
in the day, students knew their score beyond a shadow of any doubt. You were either an “A”
student, an “F” student or somewhere in between.
When it comes to making progress in saving lives from abortion in our state, Wisconsin
Right to Life couldn’t be happier with the big, fat, red “F” it received from NARAL Pro-Choice
America. The big-abortion industry mouthpiece annually grades all fifty U.S. states on how
abortion-friendly they are. As the preeminent right-to-life organization in Wisconsin and arguably in the nation, Wisconsin Right to Life is honestly quite proud to have received such a
distinguished failing grade.
Our teachers at the NARAL state affiliate, Pro-Choice Wisconsin, suggest in a recent report 24
that we ought to improve on our anti-choice performance, complaining that in Wisconsin, 96%
of counties have no abortion clinic. They also unhappily label our governor and both chambers of our legislature as anti-choice and further complain about the plentiful anti-choice laws
we have on the books in our state.
Quite frankly, we couldn’t be happier to hear their whining and complaining because it
means they are losing and we are saving lives (i.e. winning)! We know that passing effective
legislation saves lives. The Wisconsin Right to Life-backed legislation passed in Wisconsin
in the 1990’s, specifically, The Women’s Right to Know Act, The Parental Consent Act, The
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban, The Fetal Homicide Act, The Bodily Injury Act and the Prohibition on
Funding for Abortion-Related Activities all led to the saving of numerous lives in our state.
Wisconsin Right to Life continues to be deeply grateful for the support we have received
from so many legislators who have stood with us to pass these life-saving laws. More than
one legislator has told us they believe one of the main priorities of government to protecting
the lives of citizens and, among them, the most vulnerable — the unborn.
Thank you pro-life legislators!

--> FOCA & HILLARY CARE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 111
Congress, and in the White House sat a president publicly committed to a woman’s right to
choose. And he meant it. Unlike so many other
“principles” that Bill Clinton would conveniently
forget later on, making and keeping abortion
on demand legal in any shape or form was very
important to him. In his second term, he proved
his fierce support for abortion rights when he
single-handedly prevented the ban on partialbirth abortions from becoming the law of the
land--twice.
“In January 1993, twenty years after the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, the
pro-abortionists had every reason to believe
that abortion on demand would finally become
legal in the true sense. Instead of the Court illegitimately legislating from the bench, Congress
would pass and Bill Clinton would sign the
Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA). A clean legislative act, a proper law covering the whole country. There could be no more complaints about
the Supreme Court having unconstitutionally
invented a right to privacy encompassing abortion
on demand. Congress would speak on the matter
as the definitive voice of the pro-choice majority. And that would be the end of it. But there
was more. There would also be the co-president’s
great project: Hillary Clinton’s new federal health
care plan that would mandate coverage of abortion on demand as routine medical care, no
questions asked. And with medical care costing
so much money . . . the plan had another truly
progressive touch: Medical care would have to
be rationed. That this would inevitably lead to
non-voluntary euthanasia was denied in that
brazen, Clintonian fashion that we all have become accustomed to. The scheme was breathtaking--and utterly chilling. The Freedom of Choice
Act would give the culture of death a sound legal
footing, and Hillary Clinton’s health care plan
would speed along the cultural transformation
by making killing through abortion and denial of
care a routine aspect of mainstream medicine.

“The quick realization of that scheme
seemed inevitable,” Andrusko continued. “The
pro- abortion Speaker of the House, Tom Foley
(D-Wa.), had announced at the beginning of
the Clinton nightmare that the FOCA would
quickly become law. And Congress had listened
with abject deference as Hillary Clinton testified about her extreme health care plan. As
they say inside the Beltway, it was a done deal.
“That is what the pro-life movement faced at
the beginning of the Clinton presidency. It was
a scary time. On January 22, 1973, a young
woman at West Virginia University’s student
union building had told me that it was time for
me to pick up my pro-life display and go home
now. The Supreme Court had spoken, and that
was that. Exactly twenty years later, the Speaker of the House, too, implied that it was time
for all pro-lifers to go home now because, in
short order, Congress would pass FOCA, Clinton would sign it—and that would be that.
“So what happened? Well, you and I didn’t
go home in 1973 and we didn’t go home in
1993. On the contrary, during the Clinton years
NRLC mounted its biggest grassroots campaigns ever to stop the imposition of the culture
of death by federal edict. And we succeeded!
Neither FOCA nor Hillary Clinton’s health care
plan ever came to a vote in Congress. The done
deals were undone—after an enormous effort.”41
Dave Andrusko’s testimony on the defeat of
both FOCA and Hillary Care shows the devotion
and hard work done by the National Right to Life
Committee leadership and staff, both in Washington and across America. Millions of brochures
were distributed. Douglas Johnson, legislative
director and other NRLC lobbyists worked tirelessly. As a result of their amazing work, at the
end of the Bill Clinton era, the pro-life movement
was stronger than ever. Wisconsin Right to Life is
tremendously proud to be a state affiliate of this
powerful life-saving organization.
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WHY DOCTORS DO ABORTIONS
Why do doctors perform abortions?
I t ’s n o t w h a t y o u t h i n k .
Many doctors who perform abortions cite the same contributory
factors to their getting started—the media, women’s rights groups,
and their medical training itself. In addition, doing abortions
makes for a very lucrative practice.

TIM BERNERS-LEE |

Joseph Randall, M.D., of Atlanta, Georgia, frankly admits that he was
attracted to the large income potential that abortions offered. Over the
ten years that he did abortions, Randall estimates that he performed
thirty-two thousand.
“The media were very active early on,” recalls Randall. “They were
probably one of the major influences on us, telling us that abortion was
not only legal, but that it was to serve women. It was to give women a
choice . . . We also believed the lie that there were tens of thousands of
women being maimed and killed from illegal abortions prior to
legalization of abortion law.”
Anthony Levantino, M.D., an ob-gyn who provided abortions for his
patients in his Albany, New York, office for eight years explained,
“You find out that you can make a lot of money doing abortions.
I worked 9 to 5. I was never bothered at night. I never had
to go out on weekends. And I made more money
than my obstetrician brethren. And I didn’t have
to face the liability. That’s a big factor,
a huge perk. I almost never, ever
had to worry about her
lawyer bothering me.
Nita Whitten, who worked as chief secretary
at a Dallas abortion clinic said profit was
a motivating factor. “We were doing it
for the money . . . We wouldn’t take
a check, or even a credit card. If
you didn’t have the money,
forget it. It wasn’t unusual
at all for me to take
$10,000 to $15,000
a day to the
bank—in
cash.” 4

W HY WO M E N H AV E A B O R T I O N S
Why do women have abortions?
I t ’s n o t w h a t y o u t h i n k .
64% Report Being Pressured
to Have an Abortion

In a report featured in the Medical Science Monitor, 64% of
American women reported that they felt pressured
by others to have an abortion. 17

A Significant Number of Women
Report Being Coerced

• Two New York men have been jailed for killing their pregnant
girlfriends who refused to have an abortion.18

• A couple in Maine kidnapped their pregnant 19-year-old daughter and
attempted to take her to New York and force her to have an abortion.19
• A South Carolina police officer was arrested for assault and attempt to kill a
pregnant 19-year-old whom he tried to force to abort their child.20
• A Georgia mother and two cousins were arrested for forcing a 16-year-old
pregnant girl to drink turpentine in an attempt to kill her unborn child.21

When Sur veyed, Women Say :

• 92% of Women Cite “Social” or “Other” as the most
important reason for having an abortion

• 25% Not ready for another child/timing is wrong
• 23% Can’t afford a baby now
• 19% Completed my childbearing/have other
people depending on me/children are grown
• 8% Having relationship problems/don’t
want to be a single mother
• 7% Not mature enough/too young
• 4% Education or career plans 22

Abortion as Birth Control
48% of abortions are repeats, that is,
the woman has already had one or
more abortions. This implies that
women are using abortion as a
means of birth control. 23
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WI SCONSI N RI GH T TO L I FE — N I N E T I ES T I MEL I N E

1992

1992

SCOTUS Casey Parental Consent
decision
Act becomes
allows states to
law with
establish some
Wisconsin
restrictions on Right to Life
abortion.
leading effort.

1995
Veritas Society
established
by Wisconsin
Right to Life to
reach minds
through media.

1996

1999

Abortions
Women’s Right
to Know Act
in Wisconsin
passed with drop 50% from
1980 all-time
Wisconsin
high
(21,754) to
Right to Life
leading effort. 11,013 in 1999.23

THE PROGRESS PRINCIPLE
Few organizations are able to point to their success rate
as proudly as Wisconsin Right to Life. Across two decades
of work, 1980 to 1999, abortions in our state dropped a
whopping 50% from their all-time high (21,754 annually in
1980) to a new post-Roe low of 11,013 in 1999.

” Of all the things that can
boost emotions,
motivation,
and perceptions . . .
the single most
important
is making progress in
meaningful work.“
- - Harvard Business Review
describing the Progress Principle

Imagine that. Cutting the state’s annual number of
abortions in half. A pretty impressive feat when you consider it. Those who follow our work from other states have
said something particularly encouraging about our efforts:
Wisconsin Right to Life consistently makes progress toward
its goal. More than a nice compliment, those words reflect
something powerful described by the folks at the Harvard
Business Review (HBR). They suggest that organizations
like ours benefit from a series of wins — even if each of the
individual victories seem small at the time.
Honestly, Wisconsin Right to Life has succeeded over
the years like few other advocacy groups have, and that
success is what encourages continued support and further
successes. This is what HBR describes as the Progress
Principle: Of all the things that can boost emotions, motivation, and perceptions . . . the single most important is making progress in meaningful work.28 And this begs the question, what could be more meaningful than saving lives?

MILESTONES

1994

BLACK AMERICANS FOR LIFE — Black Americans for Life (BAL)
jumped into the abortion controversy forming a visible and vocal
body of right-to-life African-Americans to increase awareness that
a disproportionately large number of black babies are aborted.
Shown above, an undated photo in which BAL and WRTL members
rally on the steps of the capitol in Madison.
GOV. THOMPSON RE-ELECTED TO THIRD TERM — With grassroots Wisconsin Right to Life support, the state re-elected pro-life
Governor Tommy Thompson to a third term.

1996

ABORTION - BREAST CANCER RISK — The Journal of the American
Medical Association published an article stating that abortion
increases a woman’s breast cancer risk by 12%. A similar study in
the British Medical Association’s epidemiology journal exposed an
overall 30% increased risk of breast cancer in worldwide studies.
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STEM CELLS AND THE SEARCH FOR

DISEASE-FREE LIFE
DYING FOR A CURE
Finding the magical means for holding
death at bay has been the dream of mystics
and medicine for eons. Seeking after the
elusive elixir of life, 16th century Spanish
explorer Ponce de León was, it is said, to
have been on a quixotic quest for a fountain
of youth in the New World. The Culusa
tribal people of southwest Florida, however,
had other ideas and mortally wounded the
explorer during a skirmish over the establishment of a Spanish colony on their land.
PayPal founder Peter Thiel is among today’s ultra-wealthy who are determined to
avoid a meet-up with the Grim Reaper.
“Probably the most extreme form of inequality
is between people who are alive and people
who are dead,” he told the New Yorker. How does Thiel feel about death? “Basically, I’m against
it,” he told the Telegraph newspaper. 29
Those who wrote about researcher James Thomson and his team’s work at UW-Madison in
1998, spoke about the embryonic stem cell breakthrough in glowing terms. They lauded it as
the very thing de León was after all those years before. The late Senator Arlen Specter said that
embryonic stem cells, (hESCs), “could result in a veritable fountain of youth by replacing diseased
or damaged cells.” Giddy enthusiasm led to expanded federal funding for stem cell research during
the Obama years, leading then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to suggest that, “Scientists have been
given an almost biblical power to cure through advances in embryonic stem cell research.”

Embryonic stem cells
”could result in
a veritable
fountain of youth
by replacing diseased
or damaged cells.”
- - Sen. Arlan Specter

Tinseltown brought their song and dance to Congress to
hype the potential of hESCs, notably Michael J. Fox who
claimed that, in the future, we would have “a world without
debilitating costly diseases such as Parkinson’s, heart disease
and diabetes.” The late Christopher Reeve told a Senate committee that hESCs would be just super, ushering in “true biological miracles that researchers have only begun to foresee.” 30
The fickle finger of fate would erect a rather large billboard
along the embryonic-stem-cell-road-to-immortality, reading
in large letters: Not so fast. More than a few moral and scientific issues detoured travelers on the way to the cure for
all that ails us. Looming largest among them was the pesky
ethical dilemma that a living human embryo must be
Continued on Page 122

MILESTONES

1997

KOHL-FEINGOLD RECALL — In 1997, Wisconsin Right to Life
participated in a massive but unsuccessful statewide effort to
recall U.S. Senators Russ Feingold and Herb Kohl because of their
votes against a ban on partial-birth abortions.

1998

GOV. THOMPSON RE-ELECTED TO FOURTH TERM — Wisconsin Right to
Life helped re-elect pro-life Governor Tommy Thompson to a fourth term.
PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BAN — Led by Wisconsin Right to Life,
Wisconsin passed a law to ban partial-birth abortion which was
immediately challenged in federal court.
EMBRYONIC STEM CELLS ISOLATED — Wisconsin
scientist, James Thomson, (UW -Madison), was first in
world to isolate embryonic stem cells. However, to be
successful, the process involves the destruction of a
living human embryo.

1999

PBA BAN CONSTITUTIONAL — The Wisconsin ban on partial-birth
abortion was ruled constitutional by a federal court, a decision that
was appealed to the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals. In a unanimous
decision, the 7th Circuit upheld the Wisconsin ban as constitutional,
a decision then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. WRTL assisted in
both of these court victories.
POLLING — A poll commissioned by Wisconsin Right to Life finds that
66% of Wisconsinites believe abortion should be legal only in most
extreme circumstances.
FOUNDATION — Wisconsin Right to Life Foundation formed to establish an endowment of invested gifts for future educational programs.
NATIONAL GROUP formed to combat efforts to legalize assisted suicide
in Wisconsin and around the nation, named Nightingale Alliance.
NRLC CONVENTION — Wisconsin Right to Life hosts its second national convention in Milwaukee.
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STEM CELLS - Continued from Page 120
destroyed before an embryonic stem cell can begin growing in a petri dish. When Wisconsin
Right to Life (and others who believe every human life has equal and intrinsic moral value) objected to the destruction of embryos, the American political left predictably cried foul. These are
just microscopic specks of flesh, they said, not humans worthy of protection! Besides, went their
argument, this embryo destruction is merely a means to such an admirable end: Saving another
person with a cure that will surely come along someday. Certainly saving others in the future,
the Left said, was well worth the destruction of a few human lives today.
Dr. David A. Prentice of the Lozier Institute told us, “Unfortunately, it’s a common viewpoint.
It’s a kind of utilitarian outlook that tries to weigh the value of one life against another. I think
our point in opposing embryonic stem cell research is not that we don’t want to see diseases
cured, rather, it’s that no human being should have to die to do it.” 31
Apart from the moral controversy, embryonic stem cell research ran into a scientific buzz
saw as well. There were multiple catastrophes at the experimental level including out-of-control
growth and the creation of tumors. Instead of successes, hESCs met with repeated failures.
But as in any situation where millions of research dollars are at stake, facts often fall victim
to public relations spin. The drum beat for the use of hESCs continued across the 2000’s and
even to today. Even though iPS cells (induced Pluripotent Stem Cells) and Adult Stem Cells
have shown significant therapeutic success without the moral compromise, writers from the left
continue attempts to muddy the stem cell waters, conflating these successes with hESCs, as David Prentice explains in his article below, Adult Stem Cells: The Best Kept Secret in Medicine.

A D U LT S T E M C E L L S :
THE BEST KEPT
SECRET
IN MEDICINE

BY DR. DAVID A. PRENTICE

Stem cell therapies and their lifesaving results are
arguably the best kept medical secret. Stem cells are
currently being used in several thousand FDA-approved clinical trials, are treating tens of thousands
of patients every year, and cumulatively over 1.5
million people have been treated to date. Yet these
numbers, and the lifesaving results from stem cells
for dozens of conditions, are unknown to most.

Why the information blackout? Perhaps for lack of
an adjective. You see, those heartening numbers are
all due to adult stem cells. Long ignored by the media
and disparaged even by many in the scientific community, adult stem cells – those not dependent on the
destruction of embryos – are the true gold standard
for stem cells, especially when it comes to treating
patients.
A recent New York Times32 piece provides a perfect
example of the disinformation campaign. Early on,
the author discusses the theoretical nature of stem
cell treatments and bemoans the fact that “progress
is slow,” almost all the research “is still in mice or petri
dishes,” and “The very few clinical trials that have begun are still in the earliest phase.”
Whether through ignorance or bias, the sole focus is
clearly on embryonic stem cells. Such writing, however, serves to confuse, not illuminate, the facts about
stem cells and therapies. Contrary to the blinkered
portrayal of stem cells in the article, there are, in fact,

almost 3,500 ongoing or completed clinical
trials using adult stem cells, listed in the NIH/FDAapproved database.33 Moreover, large numbers of
patients have been treated with adult stem cells. In
2012 there were almost 70,00034 patients treated
around the globe in that year alone, and almost
20,00035 patients treated in just the U.S. in 2014. Cumulatively, it’s been documented that as of December 2012, there had already been over one million
adult stem cell transplants. This means that now,
over 1.5 million patients have had their lives saved
and health improved by adult stem cell transplants.36
Our focus is indeed on adult stem cells both
because they are efficacious for patients, as well as
because adult stem cells are derived without the
destruction of the stem cell donor, unlike embryonic
stem cells and fetal stem cells. Both positions are
based on the facts of biology.
The New York Times’ Kolata criticizes various “stem
cell clinics” within the U.S., primarily via a paper
by two long-time proponents of embryonic stem
cells (though this is not disclosed in the article or in
the paper), but paints a broad-brush across clinics
operating legally and ethically as well as the shady
operators. It then juxtaposes the critique of U.S.
stem cell clinics with the tragic story of a patient
who traveled to three different overseas clinics to
receive “stem cell injections” and developed a growing mass of cells on his spine from at least one of the
injections. The implied warning is that all U.S. adult
stem cell clinics are using similar methods, and, by
extension, their patients may experience similar
problems. Indeed, many clinics are offshore to avoid
FDA rules, but yet again the article drops adjectives
and sows confusion. The New England Journal of
Medicine source on the case notes that the patient
supposedly received proliferating cells including
embryonic and fetal stem cells.37 Certainly all clinics
should operate within appropriate ethical and legal
boundaries and patients should receive all information, including published background and whether
the cells being used are adult, fetal, or embryonic;
this is simply a matter of getting full informed consent. But fear-mongering and misinformation help
neither the patients nor the science.
The stem cell science deniers continue to denigrate adult stem cells, denying their successes or
even at times their existence by dropping the necessary, descriptive adjective. But for patients, adult
stem cells are the true gold standard for stem cells.

The hope of adult stem cells is being realized right
now, for thousands of people around the globe.
Those stories, those doctors, those patients who
have been helped by adult stem cell treatments,
deserve to be heard. People like Cindy Schroeder
who thought she was given a death sentence when
she was diagnosed with multiple myeloma.38 But
Cindy’s doctor was informed on the facts of modern
medicine, and was able to inform Cindy and her family that there was hope—from adult stem cells. Over
a year after her “stem cell treatment,” Cindy leads a
full, active life and her family is closer than ever. Her
story, like that of thousands of others, is not theoretical; it’s real adult stem cell science.39
DR. DAVID A. PRENTICE |
VP & Research Director for
the Charlotte Lozier Institute
as well as Adjunct Professor
of Molecular Genetics at the
John Paul II Institute, The
Catholic University of America, and an Advisory Board
Member for the Midwest
Stem Cell Therapy Center.

1990’s LIFE-SAVING LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES Continued from Page 112
1999 - Abortion Coverage Rider Requirement Section 40.98 created a health care coverage plan as an option for private employers.
The health care plan does not provide coverage for a non-therapeutic abortion, which
is an abortion that is not directly and medically necessary to prevent the death of the
woman. Any individual wanting coverage for
a non-therapeutic abortion can only obtain
this coverage by purchasing an abortion rider that can only be paid for by the individual. Payments for claims for non-therapeutic
abortions can only be from the premiums
collected for the abortion riders. This mechanism protects all other individuals covered
by the health care plan from being forced to
pay for non-therapeutic abortions with the
premiums they pay for the main plan.
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BANNING
PA R T I A L- B I R T H
ABORTION

A M E R I C A’S 1 2 -YE A R J O U R N E Y

IN BOTH
1996 & 1998
PRESIDENT
BILL CLINTON
VETOED
THE PBA
BAN OF ‘95

Sen. Rick Santorum: “Our job as Senators is to
. . . stop unnecessary brutality to the weakest
among us—to stop procedures that are harmful
to the health of mothers . . . This is an evil in our midst
. . . I believe . . . when [my colleagues] see evil, they
have the courage to stand up and fight it . . .
We cannot allow [this practice] to continue.”

2003
PRESIDENT
G E O R G E W.
BUSH (43)
SIGNS BAN
I N TO L AW

Speaking for the court majority, Justice Anthony
M. Kennedy wrote that the government has “an
interest in promoting respect for human life at all
stages in the pregnancy. The law need not give
abortion doctors unfettered choice in
the course of their medical practice.”

1995
PA R T I A L-BIRTH
ABORTION BAN
INTRODUCED
IN CONGRESS
B Y R E P.
CHARLES
CANADY
Many opponents of the 1995 ban, such as NARAL’s
Kate Michelman, insisted that anesthesia given to
the mother painlessly kills the babies before they
are pulled feet-first from the womb and stabbed
through the back of the skull. But in congressional
testimony in 1996 -- virtually ignored by the news
media -- this myth was emphatically refuted.

2003
PA R T I A L-BIRTH
ABORTION BAN
INTRODUCED
I N U . S . S E N AT E
BY SEN. RI C K
SANTORUM

President George W. Bush (43), signing ban into law:
“America stands . . . for the unalienable right to
life. And the most basic duty of government is to
defend the life of the innocent . . . Every person has a
special dignity. This right to life cannot be granted or
denied by government, because it does not come
from government, it comes from the Creator of life.”

2007
PA R T I A L- B I R T H
ABORTION BAN
UPHELD BY U.S.
SUPREME COURT
G O N Z A L E S V. C A R H A RT

SEX, LIES
AND BANNING
PA R T I A L- B I R T H
ABORTION
MODUS OPERANDI
Police investigators charged with hunting down and
capturing serial killers often seek first after clues as to
how the suspect operates to commit and cover up his
crimes. This method of operation or modus operandi
distinguishes him from other criminal suspects.
The pro-abortion lobby fought hard to keep on killing
the unborn through partial-birth abortions, wishing to
avoid a national ban on the procedure. In doing so, they
consistently employed one very effective modus operandi:
They lied. And, they very nearly got away with it.

THE PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION DEBATE
Douglas Johnson, National Right to Life’s legislative director,
was dubbed by a conservative magazine as “the most effective
lobbyist in Washington.” That describes exactly the kind of person needed to fight and win one of the toughest battles the pro-life
movement had ever faced: the fight to ban Partial-Birth Abortion.
As of 1992, nationally as well as in Wisconsin, right-to-life forces
had been working tirelessly for 20 years in the wake of Roe v. Wade.
Every possible effort had been expended to reverse Roe, and to ameliorate its effects by saving as many lives as possible. But the long
battle was taking its toll. Advocates for life were weary.
The election of stridently pro-abortion President Bill Clinton was
a painful setback, suggesting to pro-lifers that the uphill battle was
going to drag on for decades more. Membership and grassroots activism had peaked in the late 1980’s and it seemed something unusually powerful would be needed to re-energize the right-to-life community.

Douglas Johnson | Legislative
Director for National Right to Life
during the PBA ban campaign
which stretched over 12 years, from
1995 until 2007. The U.S. Supreme
Court ultimately decided, in
Gonzales v. Carhart, that the ban on
Partial-Birth Abortion should stand.

In 1993, National Right to Life obtained a copy of a paper by
Ohio abortionist, Dr. Martin Haskell, describing in excruciating detail
a new abortion procedure being used late in pregnancy. Douglas
Johnson and a congressman coined a name for this brutality. They
called it, Partial-Birth Abortion (PBA) because it clearly illustrated the
extreme lengths to which pro-abortionists were willing to go to kill a
baby.
- - Continued on Page 126
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Drawings which accurately depict the horrific procedure
became available, (shown in the right column of this page)
spurring Johnson to share them nationally. He rightly believed
that, seeing them, many Americans would react by saying,
this can’t be legal. Indeed, the drawings caused outrage and
uproar across all political precincts.45
Susan Armacost, Wisconsin Right to Life’s legislative
and PAC director during this era told us, “As word got out
about how these gruesome abortions were performed, even
many of those who considered themselves pro-choice were
shocked and wanted the procedure banned. The public discussion on PBA set into motion an awakening of the American people regarding the inhumane nature not only of the
partial-birth abortion procedure, but of the act of abortion
itself. At this time, Barbara Lyons was executive director of
Wisconsin Right to Life. She said to us, “Partial-birth abortion
not only energized the movement, but shifted the focus of the
debate from consideration for only the mother to the forgotten
baby.”
The drawings and the public’s reaction to them shook the
pro-abortion movement to its core. Kate Michelman, head
of NARAL, the abortion lobby, and its vice president, James
Wagoner were discussing the looming problems the public
outcry was likely to cause them. “I remember sitting in my
office,” Michelman recalled, “and James saying to me: ‘Kate.
This is a disaster.’”46
Brenda Pratt Shafer, a Dayton, Ohio registered nurse,
stood at Dr. Haskell’s side while he performed three partialbirth abortions in 1993. In testimony before the House Judiciary Constitution Committee, Nurse Shafer described what
she saw during the partial-birth abortion of a baby boy at
26½ weeks (over 6 months).
According to Mrs. Shafer, “the baby was alive and moving
as the abortionist delivered the baby’s body and the arms—
everything but the head. The doctor kept the baby’s head just
inside the uterus. The baby’s little fingers were clasping and
unclasping, and his feet were kicking. Then the doctor stuck
the scissors through the back of his head, and the baby’s arms
jerked out in a flinch, a startle reaction, like a baby does when
he thinks that he might fall. The doctor opened up the scissors, stuck a high-powered suction tube into the opening and
sucked the baby’s brains out. Now the baby was completely
limp.”47

PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION PROCEDURE |
These illustrations of a partial-birth abortion were
prepared on the basis of an instructional paper
by an Ohio abortionist, explaining step-by-step
how he performed the procedure. The drawings
accurately depict a partial-birth abortion being
performed on a baby at 24-weeks gestational
age. Most partial-birth abortions are performed
in the 20-26 week range (the fifth and sixth
months), and some are performed even later.
Artwork by Tanja Butler. Medical authorities have
affirmed in writing the accuracy of these drawings.

WHAT IS
PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION?

Partial-Birth Abortion
(PBA) is a procedure in which
the abortionist pulls a living baby feet-first out of the
womb and into the birth
canal (vagina), except for the
head, which the abortionist
purposely keeps lodged just
inside the cervix (the opening to the womb).
The abortionist punctures
the base of the baby’s skull
with a surgical instrument,
such as a long surgical
scissors or a pointed hollow
metal tube called a trochar.
He then inserts a catheter
(tube) into the wound, and
removes the baby’s brain
with a powerful suction machine.
The suction causes the
skull to collapse. After the
collapse of the skull, the
abortionist completes the
delivery of the now-dead
baby.
What kind of mental
gymnastics must a doctor
go through to justify such a
barbaric act?

How would the pro-abortion lobby defend itself in the face of
such overwhelming evidence of abject barbarism at the hands
of abortionists? They did what comes naturally to those with no
moral compass: They lied.
After the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 1995 was introduced to the House of Representatives by the bill’s author, Rep.
Charles Canady, (R-Fl.), the pro-abortion lobby ramped up a
disinformation campaign designed to flood the mainstream
media with falsehoods about the procedure. They regularly told
members of the press incorrect information about how many of
these abortions took place and during what period of pregnancy
the procedure was commonly done. And, they claimed, the procedure was rare and only performed in extreme circumstances.
Moreover, they claimed that there was no such thing as a partialbirth abortion. They suggested that, before the procedure begins,
the anesthesia given the woman already causes the demise of the
fetus. NARAL’s Kate Michelman argued that it was misleading to
call the process a “partial-birth,” precisely because, she claimed,
these fetuses were already dead from the anesthesia before they
were removed.47
All of the above fabrications were repeatedly proven untrue
by expert testimony before Congress and through wide-spread
distribution to the press of fact sheets by National Right to Life.
And yet, Johnson said, “it was striking and frustrating to us
how little interest there was among many in the press corps in
examining the primary documentation. In all too many cases,”
Johnson continued, “it was clear that many—not all—of those
covering the issue already had the set of facts that fit their
preconceptions—and those were the assertions that they had
received from the abortion industry lobby.47
These lies might have won the day, were it not for a whistle
blower named Ron Fitzsimmons, executive director of the
National Coalition of Abortion Providers (NCAP), who admitted to
the press that he lied when he claimed that partial-birth abortions
were performed only rarely and in extreme medical circumstances. He knew this was untrue, he said, because when the
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act was first introduced (in June, 1995),
he called doctors who use the method, and “I learned right away
that this was being done for the most part in cases that did not
involve those extreme circumstances.” 47
Even with the pro-abortion lobby’s lies exposed, a PBA ban
still faced an uphill battle, with the 1995 bill vetoed twice by
President Bill Clinton in 1996 and again in 1998.
-- Continued on Page 128
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President George W. Bush (43) in his remarks before
signing the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003 said,
“America stands for liberty, for the pursuit of happiness
and for the unalienable right to life. And the most basic
duty of government is to defend the life of the innocent.
Every person, however frail or vulnerable, has a place
and a purpose in this world. Every person has a special
dignity. This right to life cannot be granted or denied by
government, because it does not come from government, it comes from the Creator of life.”

President George W. Bush (43) |
Signing the Partial Birth Abortion Ban
Act of 2003. Pictured from the left are
House Speaker Dennis Hastert, (R-Ill.),
Sen. Orrin Hatch, (R-Utah), Rep. James
Sensenbrenner, (R-Wis.), Sen. Rick Santorum, (R-Pa.), Rep. James Oberstar, (DMinn.), Sen. Richard DeWine (R-Ohio).
The signing occurred on Nov. 5, 2003 at
a bill-signing ceremony at the Ronald
Reagan Building a few blocks from the
White House.

- - Sex, Lies and Partial-Birth Abortion; Continued from Page 127

Based on language drafted by National Right to Life’s Douglas Johnson and his team, by the end
of the 1990’s, 30 state legislatures had enacted bans on partial-birth abortion, including passage of
Section 940.16, in Wisconsin. Wisconsin Right to Life was the lead organization in promoting this
measure.
Although the 1995 federal bill failed to become law due to the dual vetoes from President Clinton, a new federal ban, introduced in 2003 by Sen. Rick Santorum (R-Pa.), was passed by Congress
and signed into law by President George W. Bush (43). The Clinton era was over and so was
legalized partial-birth abortion.

Looking back, it must be said that the PBA debate caused many, many people
to reconsider where they stood on the abortion issue generally. “The Wisconsin
Right to Life office received countless inquiries from people who were shocked
upon learning about the PBA procedure,” Susan Armacost said. “They often asked
about how other abortion procedures were performed, allowing us to educate
them on the other equally inhumane abortion procedures. They were shocked!
Many came to the conclusion that all abortion procedures should be banned.”
Barbara Lyons said, “The interest in PBA in Wisconsin was a microcosm
of what was happening all over the nation. Once the public was told the truth
about the horror of abortion, it opened the door for future pro-life legislation
such as banning abortion when the baby is able to experience pain and banning
abortion procedures involving the dismemberment of a baby. And some day,
hopefully, the overturning of Roe v. Wade.”
Susan Armacost recounted the day of the bill signing. “In November, 2003,
Barbara Lyons and I were honored to be invited to Washington, DC to witness
President George W. Bush (43) sign the 2003 Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act.
“Prior to the Bush presidency, President Bill Clinton, Nancy Pelosi and
their allies had, at every turn, blocked this law from coming to fruition. But all
of that changed with the election of pro-life President Bush and a new congressional dynamic.
“The PBA ban was, at long last, passed! The atmosphere at the bill signing can only be described as electric,” Armacost said. “Pro-life leaders from all
over the nation were in attendance along with Congressional leaders, representatives from the religious community and many others. So many had worked
for so long to see this day come!
“President Bush’s comments that day echoed what was in our hearts.
Among his comments, he said, ‘For years, a terrible form of violence has been
directed at children inches at birth while the law looked away. Today, at last the
American people and our government have confronted the violence and come to
the defense of the innocent child.’
“Not long after the bill had been signed by the President, it was challenged
in court by pro-abortion proponents. Thankfully, the law was upheld by the
U.S. Supreme Court in its 2007 Gonzales v. Carhart decision. Finally, precious
babies are truly protected from the partial-birth abortion procedure,” Armacost
concluded.
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THE COURT OF

Public
Opinion
PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION POLLING DATA
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher once observed, “First you win the argument, then
you win the election.” The American debate over partial-birth abortion followed this path precisely. Once public opinion had shifted on the issue, all that was needed to outlaw the procedure
was a Congress and White House willing to act. Pro-abortion forces must have recognized from
the outset that things didn’t look good for their side. Imagine having to promote in the court of public
opinion a procedure that involves the near-delivery of a child, crushing its skull and then sucking out and
removing its brain. Those optics are so far beyond horrid that the gruesomeness of partial-birth abortion
served to move the public’s feelings on the topic of abortion in general.

Over the course of the debate, polling data shifted dramatically. National Right to Life News
editor Dave Andrusko wrote in 2002, “Prior to partial-birth abortion’s public debut as an issue,
the number of people who said they believed abortion should be legal in all circumstances had
continued to grow steadily. In 1992 the figure had climbed to 34%.”
But then the public’s conscience was pierced by news of an abortion procedure so heartless
and gruesome it made people’s blood run cold. Andrusko wrote, “The congressional debate over
partial-birth abortion began in mid-1995 and changed the public’s view of abortion. And then, as
Gallup put it, ‘Full media attention was brought to bear on the issue in April 1996, when President
Clinton vetoed the bill for the first time.’
“By the next year, a sharp reversal occurred, with a drop in the number holding the extreme
pro-choice position falling to 22%. Gallup reported more people [then] taking the middle position,
saying it should be legal only under certain circumstances (peaking at 61% in 1997).”
A Gallup-CNN-USA Today poll conducted in late October of 2003 found that among young
adults (ages 18-29), the ban on partial-birth abortion was favored 77-19%, while among older
groups, support was 68-25%. Polls of obstetrician-gynecologists and registered nurses found
strong majorities among both groups favoring a ban. “In a word,” Andrusko wrote, “like electroshock therapy, the grisly discussion over partial-birth abortion unclouded the minds of many
Americans.”26 The argument had been won, and so had an election. On November 5, 2003,
President George W. Bush (43) signed the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act into law.

THE HAND OF HOPE

PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL CLANCY | Used with permission.

THE END OF THE NINETIES BROUGHT AMERICA THE HAND OF HOPE
By the end of the decade, the American public had seen much more than the terror
of Partial-Birth Abortion. They witnessed Michael Clancy’s miraculous Hand of Hope. A
freelance photographer on assignment for USA TODAY, Clancy says his life changed “the
day I captured, on film, a little boy reach from his mother’s womb during fetal surgery to
correct spina bifida at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, TN. It was an
absolute miracle. The four frames I was able to capture documented the interaction between an unborn child (21 weeks) and his surgeon.” The experience catapulted Clancy
from the “pro-choice” camp to the pro-life side, where he now speaks to audiences nationwide about his remarkable experience. 6

The 1999 release of Clancy’s amazing fetal photo was a fitting conclusion to the Nineties. The picture did more than change one man’s heart and document the humanity of the
unborn child; it gave further proof to the nation that what they had seen through ultrasound
was true! Further, it validated our insistence that partial-birth abortion was indeed barbaric.
That year, Gallup polling on the issue of abortion favored the “pro-choice” opinion by a full
six-percentage points, (48% to 42%). A scant few months later polling was near dead-even,
at 47% to 46%.7 Clancy’s photo, the PBA issue and focusing the 90’s abortion debate on the
humanity and the vulnerability of the unborn child strongly moved public opinion in our
favor.
Interestingly, in 1999, Matt Drudge, editor of the online news behemoth, the Drudge
Report, hosted a Saturday night TV show, called Drudge, on the Fox News Channel.
Drudge attempted to show Clancy’s picture but was prevented from doing so by the network. This led Matt Drudge to quit the show, claiming censorship by FNC. Fox News directors didn’t want to use the picture because they feared Drudge would use it to support a
pro-life argument. They viewed such an argument to be misleading as the photo dealt, not
with abortion, but with an operation for spina bifida.8
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CHAPTER FIVE - THE TWO-THOUSANDS
Free Speech Reigns Supreme
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances..”
— FIRST AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION; Ratified 12/15/1791

To understand the national and historic significance of
Wisconsin Right to Life’s 2006 U.S. Supreme Court victory
in Wisconsin Right to Life (WRTL) v. Federal Election Commission (FEC),
one needs first to appreciate the simplicity of the language of the First Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, shown above. It could not be any more clear
that Congress is outside of its constitutional authority anytime it seeks to
enact legislation which limits the right of the American people to freely and fully express
themselves in the public square. And yet, when Congress enacted the
Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act (more commonly
known as McCain-Feingold), this is precisely
what it did. Freedom of Speech
was abridged. WRTL fought
back and won.

VICTORY FOR FREE SPEECH | James Bopp Jr., lead counsel for Wisconsin Right to Life, answers questions from the press outside the U.S.
Supreme Court Building after oral arguments were heard in Wisconsin
Right to Life v. Federal Election Commission on Jan. 17, 2006. Wisconsin
Right to Life Executive Director Barbara Lyons looks on.
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McCain-Feingold Purported to Remove “Special Interest”

MONEY

from America’s Campaign Finance system —
It Violated Free Speech Instead
McCain-Feingold (the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 or "BCRA")
prohibited corporations and unions from using general funds for electioneering communications—
which are essentially broadcast ads that simply mention the name of a candidate—within 30 days of
a primary and 60 days of a general election that simply mention the name of a federal candidate.
REGULATING MONEY CAN MEAN SILENCING CRITICS
The drama which played out within the chambers of the U.S. Supreme Court in January
of 2006 in the case of Wisconsin Right to Life v. Federal Election Commission began simply
enough. Two years prior, President George W. Bush (43) had put forward to the U.S. Senate
a number of judicial nominees which he hoped the body would act on, giving them either
an up or down vote. However, opponents of the president filibustered, effectively blocking
such a vote on his nominees.
In July 2004, Wisconsin Right to Life began running grass-roots lobbying ads urging
Wisconsin citizens to call their Senators, Kohl and Feingold (then a candidate), and ask them
to oppose the filibusters of President Bush’s judicial nominees.

Here is the text of one of those radio ads:
ANNOUNCER: “There are a lot of judicial nominees out there who can’t go to work. Their
careers are put on hold because a group of senators is filibustering—blocking qualified
nominees from a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ vote. It’s politics at work and it’s causing gridlock.
Contact Senators Feingold and Kohl and tell them to oppose the filibuster. Visit: BeFair.org”
The BeFair.org website4 was specially created for Wisconsin Right to Life’s anti-filibuster campaign, and contained information about the Senate confirmation process, the filibusters, federal
courts, the judicial emergency caused by too few judges, and press releases about the anti-filibuster grass-roots lobbying campaign. The website set out the senators’ positions on the filibusters, but contained no advocacy for or against either senator as a candidate, no reference to the
upcoming election, and no statement urging the election or defeat of either senator.
In the simplest of terms, what Wisconsin Right to Life did with the above radio ad was
exercise its free speech rights as guaranteed by the First Amendment, urging the public to call
Washington and tell senators to stop filibustering! What could possibly be wrong with urging
citizens to contact their senators with their opinion? Plenty, as it turns out.
In his support for the bill that bears his name, U.S. Senator John McCain (R-Az) said his bill
(McCain-Feingold) would neuter the “corrupting influence of unregulated money in politics.”1 To
supporters, on its face, that may have been a laudable goal. But the devil, as is often the case, is
in the details.
Because Sen. Feingold had chosen to run for re-election, Wisconsin Right to Life’s ads would
have become forbidden electioneering communications from August 15 to November 2, 2004 (79
continuous days because the primary and general election prohibition overlapped). Meanwhile,
Congress remained in session and it was widely predicted that there would be a “fall showdown”
on the filibuster issue.
- - Continued on Page 137
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Wisconsin Right to Life (WRTL) v. Federal Election Commission (FEC)
The History of the Case
2002 - In response to criticism that many issue ads are "sham" ads,
intended to advocate the election or defeat of a candidate rather than to
encourage legislators to vote a certain way on legislation, the Congress
enacted the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act, more commonly known as
the McCain-Feingold Finance Reform Law. One of the provisions of this law
is to prohibit the airing of radio or television ads 30 days before a primary
election and 60 days before a general election which mention the name of
a candidate on the ballot.
2003 - The U.S. Supreme court upheld the McCain-Feingold law as constitutional.
2004 - Wisconsin to Life began a radio and television advertising campaign asking the public to contact Senators Kohl and Feingold and urge
them to oppose filibusters of judicial nominees. Because Senator Feingold
was on the September 14 primary election ballot, the blackout period for
the ads would begin on August 15, even though Congress was expected to
vote on filibusters in the fall of 2004.
In a case entitled WRTL v. FEC, Wisconsin Right to Life asked the District
of Columbia District Court for permission to air the ads into the blackout
period, asserting that the ads were genuine grass-roots lobbying ads which
merited an exception to the McCain-Feingold law. The Court refused to
grant permission, stating that the Supreme Court prohibited "as applied"
challenges to the McCain-Feingold law. Wisconsin Right to Life appealed to
the Supreme Court.
Note: An "as applied" challenge means that even though a law is constitutional, there may he some applications of the law, some situations,
which constitute a valid challenge to a portion of the law. The District Court
interpreted a footnote in the original case as saying the Supreme Court had
decided there was no situation in which the McCain-Feingold law could he
challenged.
2005 - On September 26, the Supreme Court agreed to hear WRTL v. FEC
and to decide: (1) whether "as applied" challenges to McCain-Feingold are
permissible, and (2) whether the Constitution requires a grass-roots lobbying exception to McCain-Feingold.
2006 - On January 17, the Supreme Court heard oral arguments in the
case and on January 23, ruled unanimously that "as applied" challenges
to McCain-Feingold are permissible. The case was sent back to the District
Court to rule on the merits. On January 24, Wisconsin Right to Life asked the
District Court to expedite its deliberations on this historic case which has
national significance.
2007 - On June 25, the U.S. Supreme Court handed down a victory for
citizen organizations by creating a grass-roots lobbying exception to the
McCain-Feingold broadcast blackout periods.
2010 - In a related case argued by Bopp (not brought by WRTL), Citizens
United v. Federal Election Commission, the U.S. Supreme Court held (5–4) that
the free speech clause of the First Amendment to the Constitution prohibits
the government from restricting independent expenditures for communications by nonprofit corporations, for-profit corporations, labor unions, and
other associations. 3

“It was intended by the
Founders that citizens
would have a robust
ability to participate in
politics in our democratic
process without
having to worry about
laws that restricted them,
and that’s the reason for
the First Amendment,
is to put that out of
bounds as far as
government laws are
concerned.
But politicians are still
intent on adopting those
laws to prevent citizens
from participating,
particularly from
criticizing them.” 2
- - James Bopp Jr.,
Lead Counsel for
Wisconsin Right to Life in WRTL v. FEC

- - WRTL v. FEC Continued from Page 135

WRTL filed suit so that it would be
able to continue running its ads during
the blackout period. The suit claimed
that the blackout period could not be
constitutionally applied to grass-roots
lobbying about upcoming votes in Congress. The right to petition the government is a protected right in the First
Amendment, and grass-roots lobbying
has nothing to do with elections. WRTL
argued that incumbent politicians should
not be able to prohibit citizens from
lobbying their representatives through
campaign finance laws.
In 2004, the district court denied
Wisconsin Right to Life’s request and
dismissed the case in 2005, based on
its belief that when the Supreme Court
upheld the blackout provision on its face
in McConnell v. FEC (2003), that it had
precluded such as-applied challenges.
In 2006, the U.S. Supreme Court
unanimously reversed the district court,
ruling that as-applied challenges could
be brought against the blackout period,
and remanded the case for a decision
on Wisconsin Right to Life’s as-applied
challenge.
In December 2006, the district court
held the electioneering communication
prohibition unconstitutional as applied
to Wisconsin Right to Life’s 2004 ads.
It found that there was “no link”
between the ads that Wisconsin Right
to Life wanted to continue running and
Sen. Feingold’s character or fitness for
office, (i.e., his role as a candidate as opposed to his role as a legislator).

In its Supreme Court appeal, Sen. McCain and the other co-sponsors of the McCain-Feingold law argued that broadcast ads
could be prohibited if they “took a critical
stance regarding a candidate’s position on
an issue.” While WRTL’s ads did not criticize
either Sen. Feingold or Sen. Kohl, McCain
claimed that by bringing up the filibuster
issue during an election constituted an
implied criticism.
In its June 25, 2007, decision, the Supreme Court went beyond merely affirming
the district court and created a constitutional
safe harbor for grass-roots lobbying. It stated
that, if the communications meet certain specific criteria, they could be broadcast during
the blackout periods.
Attorney James Bopp stated, “It will
be important now for the Federal Election
Commission, which has so long fought any
protection for grass-roots lobbying within the
blackout periods, to act promptly to adopt
regulations which will give full effect to the
Supreme Court mandate.”
RIPPLE EFFECTS
Wisconsin Right to Life’s victory at the
U.S. Supreme Court in WRTL v. FEC would
impact other free speech and campaign
finance cases in the future, both nationally
and in Wisconsin.

Specifically, in the wake of WRTL v.
FEC came Citizens United (2009), in which
Citizens United sought an injunction
against the Federal Election Commission
in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia to prevent the application of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform
Act (BCRA) to its film, Hillary: The Movie.
- - Continued on Page 138
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Hillary: The Movie expressed opinions about whether Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton would make a good
president. Citizens United argues
that BCRA applies a variety of restrictions to “electioneering communications” preventing corporations or labor
unions from funding such communication from their general treasuries.
James Bopp Jr., Wisconsin Right
to Life lead counsel in WRTL v. FEC,
spoke about his participation in Citizens United, saying that the producers
of Hillary: The Movie were concerned
their film might be illegal. Bopp said,
“despite the win that I already had in
the U.S. Supreme Court in the [WRTL
v. FEC] case, and furthermore, that
even if they could do it, they were going to have to file reports with the Federal Election Commission that would
identify the donors to the organization, which they were concerned about
revealing, [as this would] subject them
to harassment and intimidation and
certainly discourage them from contributing to the organization. So that’s
why they came to me. They were concerned about the law’s application to
this documentary that the press doesn’t
have to worry about because they do
have an absolute protection under the
law that really, I think, citizens should
also enjoy.”
Bopp explained that what is at stake
in cases such as these is the ability
of the average citizen to participate
in democracy. “Rich people have the
money and under our laws and under
the Constitution can spend the money.
People of average means don’t have
the money, so they have to pool their

resources, so they have to join a group.
That group might be a labor union; it
might be an advocacy group like, on both
sides of the political aisle, Sierra Club, National Right to Life Committee [NRLC].
“So,” Bopp continued, “in order for
them to participate, they must join a
group. So when these laws attack groups,
then they are attacking people of average means. They are not attacking the
rich people . . . So what is at stake . . . is
whether or not people of average means
are going to have a means to participate
. . . rich people are going to be able to
participate no matter what.”
In 2010, Wisconsin Right to Life faced
another critical challenge to its ability to
freely communicate its position on issues
to the public—this time from Wisconsin’s
Government Accountability Board (GAB).
Wisconsin Right to Life filed an amicus
brief before the State Supreme Court in
hopes of having addressed important legal
issues necessary for guidance on the law
governing speech before elections.
On August 13, 2010, the Wisconsin
State Supreme Court temporarily enjoined
Rule 1.28 promulgated by the GAB, a rule
which had the impact of regulating speech
for groups like Wisconsin Right to Life 30
days before a primary election and 60 days
before a general election. Rule 1.28 also
regulated contributions and established
extensive reporting simply for doing issue
advocacy.
It was Wisconsin Right to Life’s position that Rule 1.28 was patently unconstitutional. “Speech is one of our most
precious rights as Americans and nowhere
is it more important than discussing candi-

date positions and voting records prior to elections so that the general public has complete information before voting,” said
executive director, Barbara Lyons. “Rule 1.28 is nothing more than an Incumbent
Protection Act, allowing candidates and the media to speak freely but restricting the
speech of citizen groups,” Lyons continued. “We look forward to the permanent injunction of Rule 1.28.”
Wisconsin Right to Life also filed a separate suit in Federal Court. While that case
addressed the problems inherent in Rule 1.28, it also challenged other GAB rules and
specific provisions in state law governing political committees. Once again, free speech
prevailed!
No one could have foreseen what would next happen with Wisconsin’s Government
Accountability Board. It was disbanded following the leak of documents related to a
“John Doe” investigation of campaign finance laws initiated by a state district attorney
in 2012. The “John Doe” investigation was ultimately shut down in 2014 by Reserve
Judge Gregory Peterson. On June 30, 2016, the Wisconsin Elections Commission and
the Wisconsin Ethics Commission began operations, replacing the disbanded GAB.5
Students (especially) should take note that anytime elected officials seek to impede
or limit citizen rights to free speech, it may not be for the reasons they suggest. It may
be, in fact, because incumbents always prefer insolating themselves from public
criticism. After the 2004 WRTL v. FEC case was finally settled on June 25, 2007, in a
resounding victory for Wisconsin Right to Life, Barbara Lyons wrote, “The Court soundly rejected attempts by Senators McCain, Feingold and others to silence groups from
airing ads which inform the public of an issue before Congress and invite individuals to
contact their elected officials.”
Lead counsel James Bopp wrote the Court’s decision made clear that, “incumbent
politicians have no constitutional authority to quash criticism of their conduct in office.”

FREEDOM OF SPEECH WINNING TEAM |
Standing in front of the historic U.S.
Supreme Court building in Washington,
D.C. on January 17, 2006, from left to right
are Richard Coleson, counsel for Wisconsin Right to Life; Barbara Lyons, Wisconsin
Right to Life executive director; James Bopp
Jr, lead counsel for Wisconsin Right to Life;
and Deborah Jordahl of the Wisconsin Right
to Life Board of Directors.
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IN THE HALLS OF POWER
President George W. Bush (43) was a consistent champion for the right-to-life cause.
President Bush appointed two justices to the U.S. Supreme Court, Chief Justice John
Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito. In 2007, both justices voted to uphold the federal
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act, after Bush had signed it into law. Bush also signed into
law several other crucial pro-life measures, including the Unborn Victims of Violence
Act, which recognizes unborn children as victims of violent federal crimes, and the
Born-Alive Infants Protection Act. Bush defended the Hyde Amendment with veto
threats, restored and enforced the “Mexico City Policy” and cut off funding for the
United Nations Population Fund due to its support of China’s One-Child-Policy.
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Jim Doyle (D) – 44th Governor of Wisconsin
Served two terms from Jan. 6, 2003 – Jan. 3, 2011

Pro-Abortion

During his two terms as Governor, Jim Doyle consistently took the
pro-abortion position. He wanted abortion to be legal the entire nine
months of pregnancy, even as a means of birth control. Doyle twice
vetoed legislation that would have protected health care workers from
being forced to participate in abortion and euthanasia. Doyle vetoed
legislation that would have required women seeking late-term abortions
be told their unborn baby can feel pain during the abortion procedure.
Doyle supported embryonic stem cell research, even though such
research requires the killing of human embryos. Doyle vetoed every
major piece of pro-life legislation which came to his desk.
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bama was a stridently pro-abortion president. : In 2010, he narrowly
tment of a massive health care law (“ObamaCare”) which funded health
pay for elective abortion, and may have led to large-scale rationing of
medical treatments. Obama actively worked with pro-abortion
of Congress to prevent effective pro-life language from becoming
e final law. In 2009, President Obama ordered U.S. funding of private
ons that perform and promote abortion overseas. His Secretary of
ary Clinton, told Congress that the Administration would advocate
de that “reproductive health includes access to abortion.”

Pro-Life

Since taking office, President Trump has provided the
right-to-life movement with several major victories,
including restoration of the “Mexico City Policy,” pulling
funds from the U.N. Population Fund, and nominating
and supporting confirmation of originalist Justice Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court filling the vacancy created by Justice Scalia’s death in 2016. Trump has Kellyanne Conway as a close, reliable pro-life advisor. Trump
wants the Hyde Amendment to be permanent law.

Donald Trump (R) 45th President
Took office Jan. 20, 2017
Currently Serving First Term
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Scott Walker (R) – 45th Governor of Wisconsin
Assumed office Jan. 3, 2011 – Currently Serving Second Term

Pro-Life

As Governor, Scott Walker has been a pro-life hero. He signed into law a state budget provision to
prohibit the UW Hospital Authority from being involved in performing abortions and from using taxpayer
dollars to pay medical students to learn to perform abortions. Walker also signed legislation allowing
Wisconsin to opt-out of taxpayer-funded abortion coverage under ObamaCare. Walker signed into law a
state budget provision to prohibit Title V taxpayer dollars from going to organizations that perform abortions. Also as Governor, Walker steered funds away from Planned Parenthood, routing those funds to local
county agencies instead. Walker signed legislation returning sex education curriculum to local control and
allowing abstinence-only programs. Walker signed legislation to protect women from coerced abortions;
to prohibit unsafe RU 486 chemical web cam abortions designed to expand abortions into local communities; and he signed “Sonya’s Law” which requires that a woman view an ultrasound of her unborn child 24
hours before an abortion can take place. Walker signed into law the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act, which protects unborn babies capable of feeling pain (20 weeks post-fertilization age) from abortion.
He also signed into law a bill which requires that family planning providers like Planned Parenthood do not
bill Medicaid a special inflated rate that creates a waste of taxpayer dollars.
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Y2K DRAMA
As the clocks ticked off the very last seconds of
the year 1999, the world held its collective breath,
worried that life as we knew it would come to a
screeching halt on January 1, 2000, with massive,
global computer failures.

At Wisconsin Right to Life, there were concerns
as well. The organization was using the same technology as pretty much everyone else, so our fears
were real and the drama was palpable. The calming
voice of Phil Kurtz, (business and operations manager at the time) suggested we all relax, because,
he said, “nothing is going to happen.”
The “Y2K Bug,” also known as the “Millennium
Bug,” was thought to be an inherent calendar programming problem which would, at the
turn of the century, cause computers to freeze or in some other way malfunction. As it happened, with the application of a few software patches here and there, Mr. Kurtz was proved
right. Wisconsin Right to Life’s systems continued to function just fine, as did most computers across the globe. Crisis averted.

BEHIND THE SCENES TEAM |
From the 1990’s and throughout most of the 2000’s, Wisconsin Right
to Life was blessed with an amazing team of folks in the Operations Department Milwaukee. These people
worked hard every day to make sure all the numbers added up and our supporters were well cared for.
Shown are (L-R) Diana Stella, Phil and Lynn Kurtz and Cindy Lukowitz.

MILESTONES

2000

MARCH FOR LIFE draws enormous crowd. In one of the largest
Marches for Life in history, a gigantic crown of pro-lifers assembled
at the foot of the Washington Memorial on January 22 to remember
the 40 million unborn babies who had died since 1973. The march
followed it customary route up Constitution Avenue, arriving at the
Supreme Court. The Washington Post, no friend of the movement,
wrote of the crowd size, “What took 35 minutes last year took 1.5
hours yesterday” to complete. No impression was more powerful than
the dominating presence of young people.
GEORGE W. BUSH ELECTED PRESIDENT — Wisconsin Right to Life
helped elect pro-life president George W. Bush. A pollster wrote in the
02/19/01 National Review that pro-life voters had hurt Al Gore’s campaign in his race against Bush. In a poll conducted by Mark Penn, Bush
defeated Gore 61% to 30% among pro-life voters who “care deeply
about the issue.”
ABORTION NUMBERS CONTINUE TREND — Abortions in Wisconsin
during the year 2000 were reported by the State to be 11,040.
WRTL EXPANDS IT MISSION STATEMENT to include the protection
of human embryos.
LED BY WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE the State of Wisconsin added
a law to its books to eliminate abortion coverage in small business
health care programs unless a separate rider is purchased.
NOT ALL NEWS WAS GOOD IN 2000 — The Food and Drug Administration approved the use of the abortion drug RU-486 in the U.S. The
on-going fight to ban partial-birth abortion saw a setback when the
Supreme Court struck down a Nebraska law banning the procedure,
leading to an injunction of the Wisconsin ban. Also, Wisconsin Right to
Life lost its public campaign to prevent Waukesha Memorial Hospital
from performing abortions.
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ROMANCING CHEMICAL DEATH
SELLING RU-486
In 2001, the National Abortion Federation rolled out a $2 million ad campaign pushing the dangerous abortion
pill RU-486. The ad, which failed to
mention any of the heath dangers, ran
in the fall issues of People, Vanity Fair,
Glamour and seven other national magazines. It featured a thoughtful-looking
young woman and the headline, “You
have the freedom to choose. And now,
you have another safe abortion choice.”
The campaign promoted mifepristone, marketed under the name Early
Option. “They’re trying to main-stream
it, trying to make it seem like an ordinary part of life,” said Randall K.
O’Bannon of National Right to Life. “It’s
not about life at all,” O’Bannon continued, “It’s a violent destruction of another
being’s life.”
One magazine, Redbook, refused to
run the ad, saying they wanted “to avoid
negative reader and retailer reaction.” 7

HOLD THE PHONE!
Back in the day when telemarketing was an effective way for Wisconsin Right to Life to get
its message out and build support, we excelled in this unique marketing niche as well!
In 2001, Wisconsin Right to Life’s telemarketing subsidiary, Life-Tel, was ranked near the
top of all such marketers, placing in the top 12 out of 93 companies reviewed by the prestigious Chronicle of Philanthropy. The Chronicle tracks the performance of commercial fund-raising companies based primarily on the percentage of gross amount of money raised that was
delivered to the charity. Life-Tel, which specialized in telemarketing for pro-life organizations
across the country, received the excellent rating for having returned 61.4% of the dollars raised
to its clients. The two companies in competition with Life-Tel at the time returned only 45.3%
and 49.5% to their client charities. As times changed, so did pro-life marketing methods. So, in
2010, Life-Tel made its final call.

MILESTONES

2001

SAFE HAVEN — With the help of Wisconsin Right to Life, the state
legislature passed a law creating safe havens for newborn infants. The
law created a mechanism for parents to relinquish their newborn babies without fear of legal liability. Parents can anonymously and confidentially leave babies 72 hours old or younger in the care of hospitals,
police officers or emergency medical technicians. This law protects
the lives of newborn infants who are at risk of being killed or left to
die by desperate parents.
ABORTIONS DECLINE AGAIN IN 2001 — Abortions in Wisconsin fell
to 10,925 in 2001.
THOMPSON TO HHS — Right-to-life Lt. Governor Scott McCallum
became governor of Wisconsin after Gov. Tommy Thompson became
part of the Bush Administration heading up Health & Human Services.
ASHCROFT STOPS FLOW — U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft
ruled that federally controlled substances could not be used to carry
out assisted suicide, a ruling immediately challenged in court.
3D BABY! — Three-D Ultrasound was introduced, giving medical professionals and parents a new, more dimensional window to the womb.
LED BY WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE the State of Wisconsin added
a law to its books to eliminate abortion coverage in small business
health care programs unless a separate rider is purchased.
STEMMING THE TIDE ON THE NEW FRONTIER — President Bush (43)
issued his stem cell policy stating that federal tax dollars could be used
to work on embryonic stem cell lines already developed, but could not
be used to kill more human embryos. He accompanied this decision by
appropriating $250 million for ethical adult stem cell research. In his
Aug. 9, 2001, address to the nation, Bush said, “And while we must
devote enormous energy to conquering disease, it is equally important that we pay attention to the moral concerns raised by the new
frontier of human embryo stem cell research. Even the most noble
ends do not justify any means.”
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
2001 | In the aftermath of the 9-11 terrorist attacks on the United States,
Executive Director Barbara Lyons wrote about the loss of precious human life.

Life in the Shadow of September 11
As Americans, all of us have been deeply transformed by the events of September 11,
2001. We have experienced horror, anger, disbelief, and a profound sadness at the terrible
loss of life. We have shed tears for people we will never know. I am still overwhelmed by
the enormity of the tragedy. And I wonder what must happen before we are able to regain
some sense of security.
As a country and as individuals, when we stand in the shadow of life-altering events,
we have a need to focus inward. We try to understand the inexplicable and search for new
meaning to our lives. As an organization, Wisconsin Right to Life has also searched for that
deeper sense of purpose. What does September 11 mean to our mission and to our future?
First and foremost, we have newfound recognition of the goodness and truth of our prolife work. This is because our work teaches that each individual human life has inherent
worth. We see with new eyes the beauty of human potential, the wonder of selfless bravery,
and the immense void that remains when the uniqueness of an individual person is swept
away.
Irrevocably lost were husbands, fathers, wives, mothers, grandparents, sons, daughters,

and even a few children. Left behind were those who will grieve the loss of each person for
eternity, each with a profoundly moving and touching personal story. Although the special
individuals who died can never be duplicated, we can find strength and purpose in the
renewal and continuation of life through the process of creation and birth.
Many have commented on the remarkable courage of the firefighters who ran into those
burning buildings while everyone else was trying to leave. Why would someone do this?
Why would they risk their lives in such a hellish scenario to save someone they didn’t even
know? But, isn’t risking our own life to save another the most noble thing we can do?
While our pro-life work does not involve risking our lives, it does entail serious sacrifice,
be it emotional or financial, so that a person we may never know can live. Only God knows
those who are alive today because of your dedication to the pro-life cause through your
involvement in Wisconsin Right to Life.
We lost over 4,500 precious human beings in one day on September 11. We lose almost
3,300 precious unborn lives to abortion each day. The tragedy of abortion does not diminish the tragedy of September 11. Both encompass helpless, innocent victims, trapped in a
building, airplane or their mothers’ wombs, in the wrong place at the wrong time. Both are
woven together to teach the message that life should not to be taken for granted, and is
always worth fighting for — even for people we will never know.6
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2001: LIFE ODYSSEY
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE
The Summer 2001 issue of the Wisconsin Right to Life publication, Life Without Limits
carried a feature designed to help readers understand the daily workings of the organization’s state office in Milwaukee. The article tells the story of A Day in the Life of Wisconsin
Right to Life from the first ringing phone in the morning to the last outgoing fax at night.
8:30 a.m. As the day begins, the phone is ringing.
Public radio wants a “live” phone interview about
RU-486. Coincidentally, that call is followed by a
Wisconsin Right to Life member who needs 100
photocopies of The Truth About RU-486. Before the
hour is over, Gerri Farrington will assist another 16
callers. One of them is a distraught pro-life OB-GYN
nurse who has been told that the hospital she works
at will now be performing abortions. What can she
do?

GIVING VOICE TO LIFE | For the better part of two
decades, Gerri Farrington was the voice of Wisconsin
Right to Life. No matter who you were or what your needs
were, if you called Wisconsin Right to Life, Gerri oﬀered
you efficient answers, a kind heart and a willing ear. We
were blessed and grateful to have her!

9:00 a.m. A TV crew arrives for an interview with
Executive Director Barbara Lyons. They set up their
lights and sound equipment while Barbara returns
calls from a donor, a former congressman and a bioethicist.
9:30 a.m. Chapter Director Mary Rice receives an
update on an upcoming abstinence conference that
six chapters of WRTL are currently planning in a
cooperative effort. She recommends a comprehensive
media campaign on their event which the chapter
leaders would implement to encourage the largest
turnout possible.
10:00 a.m. The State Assembly is holding hearings on
the Conscience Clause bill and members of our legislative team are on their way to make sure that our
view is heard. WRTL helped write this bill and today
is an important step toward passage.
11:00 a.m. Marianne Linane talks to the nurse who
called earlier, giving her the names of a pro-life attorney and a nurse who have faced similar circumstances. Legislative Director Susan Armacost meets with
lawmakers before the hearings.

Noon During an abbreviated office lunch, a volunteer
at a pregnancy resource center calls. She has a client
who desperately needs financial assistance.
1:00 p.m. A teacher needs museum-quality fetal
models to use as an instructional aid in her classroom. She needs booklets and a video too. A right-tolife organization from another state calls Education
Director Cathy Souhrada for help with designing
their education program.
2:00 p.m. She’s 15, pregnant and sounds scared. We
refer her to a pregnancy resource center near her.
In the Legislative Department, Philip Barber helps
a member with writing a letter of protest to her state
senator. Five volunteers arrive to spend the afternoon
stuffing envelopes for a mailing.
3:00 p.m. A member calls with encouragement and a
change of address. The next caller wants to know if
Waukesha Memorial Hospital has started performing
abortions. Our drive to prevent this from happening
[failed, but] resulted in thousands of petition signatures, press conferences, letters to clergy and the
formation of the Life Links Counseling Resource.

DEVELOPMENT | (Above) Development Director for
Wisconsin Right to Life, Mary Phillips, shares a moment
with Event Coordinator Kelly Maloney-Whittier.
LEGISLATIVE |
(Below) Legislative Department
Assistant, Philip Barber runs camera at the 2001 State
Convention held in Stevens Point.

4:00 p.m. A public high school junior volunteered
to defend the pro-life view in debate and she needs
reference materials. Mary Phillips and Kelly Maloney-Whittier discuss the broadcast schedule for the
Veritas Society TV commercials and plan the details
for the 2002 Education Fund Dinner.
5:00 p.m. The hearing in Madison went well. On her
way back from Madison, Sue Armacost talks with
Philip Barber from her cell phone and together they
construct a news release. Before day’s end it is sent
as a broadcast fax, reaching all the state’s media
before the deadline for tomorrow morning’s news.
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E U T H A N A S I A
DOCTOR-PRESCRIBED SUICIDE

THREE CULTURE OF DEATH TIPPING POINTS — Wesley J. Smith

Pope John Paul II once famously described Western society as a “culture of death.” But
what does that term mean? It refers to a civilization that endorses lethal omissions and even
outright killing by doctors to alleviate suffering or resolve life crises.
“Culture of death” is most often applied in the context of euthanasia, assisted suicide, and
abortion. A few decades ago, most such acts were outlawed and widely scorned. Not anymore. The sad fact is that now most people tolerate—and some even celebrate—the culture of
death as necessarily linked to secular individualistic modernism.
How did our culture become so indifferent to the sanctity and equality of human life? Roe
v. Wade had a lot to do with it, of course. But subsequent to that, three major cultural tipping
points fueled popular acceptance of death-culture paradigms.
Jack Kevorkian:
Between 1991 and 1999, Jack Kevorkian assisted the
suicides of about 130 people. He broke into the headlines
after admitting that he had assisted the suicide of Janet Adkins, who had been diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s
disease. Kevorkian’s disclosure was met with widespread
revulsion—even declared “outrageous” by the New York
Times. But as he defied moral convention and the law—he
was found not guilty of assisted suicides in acts of blatant
jury nullification—the worm turned.
By the time he was finally convicted of murder in 1999,
Kevorkian’s assisted-suicide campaign was widely accepted in public polling. He had been lauded repeatedly on 60
Minutes, and he had even been invited to Time magazine’s
75th Anniversary Gala, where Tom Cruise rushed up to
shake his hand. After his release from prison, Kevorkian
DOCTOR DEATH | Often referred
was restored to mega-celebrity status, receiving $50,000
to as “Doctor Death” for his support
per speech while being depicted sympathetically by Al
for euthanasia, Dr. Jack Kevorkian is
Pacino in an award-winning film hagiography.
shown here speaking at UCLA in 2011,
about a month before his own demise.

The Case of Terri Schiavo
The death of Terri Schiavo was a true
culture-changing moment. Before the very
public court battle between Michael Schiavo
and Terri’s family, many people were unaware
that cognitively disabled patients can legally
be dehydrated to death via the removal of
feeding tubes.
But after Terri’s family (in alliance with
the disability rights and pro-life movements)
spent years striving in vain to save her from
dehydration, this form of quasi-euthanasia
became both widely known and actively
supported by polling majorities.

“This is not only a death with all the
sadness that brings, this is a killing. And for that we not only grieve
that Terri has passed but we grieve
that our nation has allowed such an
atrocity as this and we pray that it will
never happen again.”
-- Fr. Frank Pavone, Director of Priests for Life
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Planned Parenthood’s Fetal Organ Harvesting
In 2015, the pro-life Center for Medical
Progress began releasing a series of undercover videos of Planned Parenthood executives describing in sickening detail how their
abortionists preserve fetal organs and tissues
for illegal sale—or legal expense reimbursement, according to Planned Parenthood. At
first, there was widespread outrage at executives chirpily telling undercover investigators
that abortion techniques could be adapted
to “crush” fetuses in a “less crunchy” manner. But by the time recently released videos
showed abortionists at a convention ghoulishly laughing about “eyeballs rolling into
our laps,” the general public no longer much
cared.
Each of these events followed the same
pattern: Initial outrage was replaced by justifications, which eventually turned into either
explicit popular support or, more commonly,
shoulder-shrugging. This process was not accidental; public attitudes were pushed along
by powerful cultural forces.
The media took sides in each of these
cultural conflagrations and helped shape
public opinion. Jack Kevorkian was (and
still is) depicted in the press as helping only
the “terminally ill” commit suicide. This was
blatantly untrue. In fact, about 70 percent of
Kevorkian’s customers—I refuse to call them
patients—were not dying, and at least five
were not even sick.

Similar failure to report the facts can
be found in the Schiavo case. Michael
was usually described by the press as
a loving “husband.” Rarely mentioned:
When he started court proceedings to
have his wife dehydrated, he was already living with a new fiancée (with
whom he had two children by the time
Terri died)—which could accurately be
construed as marital abandonment.
The Planned Parenthood situation
was even more egregious. Many major
outlets ignored the story, and when they
did finally report on it, they described
the videos as “discredited” because of
propagandistic editing—even though
the Center for Medical Progress posted
the raw tapes in full for anyone to view.
“Expert” bioethicists also influenced
public attitudes in these cases. The
field’s predominant voices supported
assisted suicide, even if they did not
fully celebrate Kevorkian. The bioethics
movement was virtually unified behind
Michael Schiavo, and the medical and
bioethics establishment have all stood
as bulwarks defending Planned Parenthood.
Society’s primary purpose is now
understood to be the elimination of
suffering. In this climate, killing that is
motivated by “compassion” often finds
strong public support. Kevorkian quickly became popular after he stopped
describing his participation in assisting suicides as a step toward human
experimentation—explained vividly in
his book Prescription Medicide—and
instead proclaimed that it was based in
a desire to eliminate suffering. Similarly,
Terri Schiavo’s husband claimed that

his wife would not have wanted to live in
such a profoundly disabled condition—
even though, when seeking monetary
damages, he had told a malpractice jury
a different story. Planned Parenthood’s
organ harvesting was justified as supplying much-needed material for medical
researchers to use in their discovery of
cures.
If compassion is the shield that defends the culture of death, autonomy is
the spear used to expand its territory.
Kevorkian claimed that he had merely
helped people fulfill their wish to die.
Michael Schiavo testified that he was
only doing what Terri had told him she
would want. Planned Parenthood defends all abortion-related activities as
justified by the “right to choose.”
Each of the three tipping points involved
different circumstances. But they struck
similar cultural chords, and ultimately
expanded the scope of the culture of
death. Considering these outcomes, can
we still defend against the normalization
of lethality in the medical context?

FACTS ABOUT ASSISTED SUICIDE
Definition: Assisted suicide involves one
person providing the means and instructions
to help another person commit suicide.
Physician-assisted suicide involves a medical
doctor who intentionally provides a patient
with the means to kill him or herself, usually
by an overdose of prescription medication.
Legal history in Wisconsin: From 1995 until
the date of this publication, at least 16 attempts have been made to legalize physicianassisted suicide in Wisconsin but none of
these efforts found support in the legislature.
Wisconsin Right to Life stands firmly against
any attempt to legalize assisted suicide.
Nationally / Internationally: The vast
majority of U.S. states have laws which
prohibit assisted suicide. However, it is legal
in six states: Oregon, Washington, Vermont,
California, Montana, Colorado and Washington
DC. At the time of this publication, assisted
suicide is legal in Switzerland, Germany, Japan
with a handful of other countries considering
legalization.
FACTS ABOUT EUTHANASIA
Definition: Euthanasia is the direct killing of a
person, usually by injecting a lethal substance.
Legal history in Wisconsin: In recent decades,
two legislative attempts were made to legalize
euthanasia in Wisconsin, “Right to Die” and
“Aid in Dying” legislation, in 1975 and 1993
respectively. Ultimately, the legislature took
no action on either of these bills. Wisconsin
Right to Life stands firmly against any attempt
to legalize euthanasia.

Wesley J. Smith is a senior fellow
at the Discovery Institute’s Center
on Human Exceptionalism.
His most recent book is
Culture of Death: The Age of
“Do Harm” Medicine.
The article,
Three Culture of Death Tipping Points
originated in the journal,
First Things and is reproduced here
with permission.

Nationally / Internationally: The federal
government and all 50 states prohibit euthanasia under homicide laws. As of November
2017, euthanasia is legal in the Netherlands,
Belgium, Colombia, Luxembourg and Canada.
In 1997, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to
recognize a constitutional “right” to assisted
suicide and euthanasia.
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Physician-Assisted Suicide & Euthanasia Q & A
Too often, when end-of-life issues are discussed, people mistake
Wisconsin Right to Life’s position opposing assisted suicide and euthanasia to mean we stand against each person’s right to determine
their own medical choices. The Fall issue of Life Without Limits
magazine spoke to this issue in a Question & Answer format.
Question:
I don’t want to spend my last days
hooked up to medical machinery . . . What’s
wrong with legalizing physician-assisted
suicide?
Answer:
Sadly, many people support physician-assisted suicide because they have
stood by a dying loved one who was
hooked up to a maze of life-prolonging
tubes, wires and high-tech hardware.
Watching a difficult death generates a
very natural fear response: “I don’t want
this to happen to me!”
By giving the impression that killing
is the only answer, euthanasia proponents manipulate this fear into support
for the legalization of physician-assisted
suicide. But killing is no answer at all.
Here’s why:
Refusing Medical Treatment is Not the
Same as Assisted Suicide
Anyone has the legal right to refuse
any medical treatment they do not want
— even if doing so will most likely result in
their death. So, if a dying person doesn’t
want to be on a ventilator (or other lifesustaining equipment) they don’t have
to be. If a person would rather leave the
hospital and be at home, they can be.
No one need opt for physician-assisted
suicide to avoid dependence on medical
machinery.

Hospice Care provides Comfort and Pain
Control
Refusing medical treatment does not
mean a person must die in agony. Designed to control symptoms and effectively
manage pain, hospice programs are now
available in [most] communities nationwide. In fact, hospice care works so well
that it is not unusual for the dying to state
that the experience is “a blessing.”
Physicians should be Healers, Not Killers
The relationship we have with our
physicians hangs in a delicate balance. We
want to believe that they will always act
in our best interests and yet, we recognize
that, like us, doctors are human. We live
in a time when [too often] medical systems
profit from cutting costs rather than providing services. If doctors were given the
power to kill in one hand and the ability
to heal in the other, could we trust them?
How would we view their care and recommendations if their motives were always
suspect?
Sometimes Doctors Make Mistakes
If a patient tests positive for a horrid
terminal dis-ease, will the rush to “help the
person die” be too fast? How quickly will
the system hurry to minimize costs? What
if a person would have improved — or
healed completely — had they not been
killed after diagnosis?
- - Continued on Page 156

Some Stars Shine Brighter . . .
During her more than 13 years as Wisconsin
Right to Life development director, Mary Phillips
crafted letters, scripts, marketing pieces, thoughtful emails, grants, and thank you letters, all the
while putting her heart and soul into any task undertaken. Mary was lovingly known as the Event
Queen, turning the Education Fund dinner and
Veritas Society events into legendary opportunities to save lives.
Mary’s favorite time of year was when the State
of Wisconsin released its annual abortion report.
It was sheer joy to watch Mary flying around the
office to triumphantly announce the latest annual
decrease.
Mary passed away unexpectedly in Spring of
2012. Her last gift to Wisconsin Right to Life and
the vulnerable she served was sending a beautiful
Easter video to our donors, choosing these words
for the ending: “Your work to save lives glorifies
Him.”

MARY PHILLIPS | Champion for life
and Wisconsin Right to Life
& Veritas Society
Development Director,
1999 - 2012.

MARY PHILLIPS & TIM HOLZ |
Shown with Mary Phillips at a Wisconsin
Right to Life event in 2011 is Tim Holz,
Veritas Society Regional Vice-President.

155

Q&A Assisted Suicide Continued from Page 155

The truth is, misdiagnosis happens.
If mistakes are made at the lab or in the
assessment of the results, how would we
know? Who would tell us?
And if the worst does happen and we
are stricken with some awful illness, how
can we be sure that the very cure we
need won’t be discovered tomorrow?
The depression that causes most
people to lose hope and desire death can
be effectively treated. People who have
their depression properly treated are not
self destructive — in fact, the reverse is
true — they take delight in living.
Promised Guidelines Evaporate
No matter the pretense under which it
is unleashed, physician-assisted suicide
rapidly degenerates into non-voluntary
assembly-line death. Why else would so
many people in Holland fearfully carry
“Don’t Kill Me” cards?
Where euthanasia is legalized,
abuses are ignored. No matter what
guidelines the pro-death forces promise,
actual compliance will evaporate within
months of legalization.
What’s wrong with legalizing physician-assisted suicide? Everything.

TULIPS, WINDMILLS & DEATH

As of April 1, 2002, it was officially legal in
the Netherlands for physicians to kill their patients, beginning at age 12. And if proponents
have their way, the slide down the slippery
slope will become even faster and more widespread. Dr. Bert P. Dorenbos, president of the
Dutch pro-life group, Cry for Life, said, “When
life is no longer protected by objective rules,
everyone’s life is in danger.”

Fears continue to rise that the legalization
of euthanasia in the Netherlands is merely the
latest step in the worldwide spread of the culture of death.8 More recently, efforts are underway to remove all age limits, so any disabled
child may be euthanized.

MILESTONES
NO CLONING — In an historic speech on April 14, 2002, President Bush
(43) urged the U.S. Senate to approve the Brownback-Landrieu bill
2002
which would ban all cloning of human embryos. “As we seek to improve
human life, we must always preserve human dignity,” the President said,
“and therefore we must prevent human cloning before it starts
. . . Our children are gifts to be loved and protected, not products to be
designed or manufactured.”

Second Chance Homes

SECOND CHANCES FOR THOSE WHO NEED THEM MOST
In 2002, with the help of Wisconsin Right to Life, Section 46.997 of the Wisconsin Statutes
was passed into law, creating Second Chance Homes.
Second Chance Homes are for homeless teenage mothers and expectant mothers who
have no support systems within their own families or in the community. These homes provide
the teenagers and their babies with a stable and nurturing home environment where they will
learn the skills they need to be good and responsible parents and members of society.
The Second Chance Home approach provides a real alternative to abortion for many
young women in Wisconsin.

MILESTONES
FEDERAL BORN ALIVE PASSES — Congress passed the Born Alive Infant
Protection Act to provide treatment for infants who survive abortion
2002
attempts.
EMBRYO ADOPTION becomes a viable alternative to destroying embryos
“left over” from in vitro fertilization. One of the agencies specializing in the
adoption of embryos is Nightlight Christian Adoptions.
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The Dark Era
2003 - 2011
The Reign of Jim Doyle,
Known to the Pro-Life
Community as
“Governor No”

MOST RIGHT-TO-LIFE LEGISLATION DIDN’T STAND A CHANCE
The era of two-term Governor Jim Doyle, 2003 until 2011, made for
some dark days for nearly all the legislative efforts put forth by Wisconsin Right to Life.
Doyle so consistently took the pro-abortion position that he earned
the monicker, “Governor No.” He wanted abortion to be legal the
entire nine months of pregnancy, even as a means of birth control.
Doyle twice vetoed legislation that would have protected health
care workers from being forced to participate in abortion and euthanasia.
Doyle even vetoed legislation that would have required women
seeking late-term abortions be told their unborn baby can feel pain
during the abortion procedure.
Ignoring the serious ethical issues surrounding embryonic stem
cell research, “Governor No” supported it, even though such research
requires the killing of human embryos. Doyle vetoed or failed to act on
every major piece of pro-life legislation which came to his desk.

MILESTONES

2002

FREE SPEECH IN JEOPARDY — Congress passed the McCain-Feingold
Campaign Reform Act (BCRA of 2002) which was then signed into law
by President Bush on March 27. The law severely curtailed the efforts of
groups like Wisconsin Right to Life to engage in free speech when broadcasting issue-related messages during election cycles. Wisconsin Right to
Life ultimate fought for and won exceptions at the U.S. Supreme Court.

2002 WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE

SANCTITY OF LIFE AWARD WINNERS

For their outstanding leadership on key Wisconsin Right to Life legislation, the 2002 Sanctity of Life Award
winners from left to right are, Rep. Scott Walker (R-Wauwatosa), Rep. Joe Leibham (R-Sheboygan), Rep. Steve
Kestell (R-Elkhart Lake), Sen. Mary Lazich (R-New Berlin), Rep. Steve Freese (R-Dodgeville). Also receiving an award
but unable to attend the dinner was Rep. Wayne Wood (D-Janesville).
BASEBALL GREAT DAVE DRAVECKY PRAISES LAWMAKERS

Words about our pro-life legislators from ‘02 Education Fund
Dinner keynote speaker, Dave Dravecky: “As I was sitting at the
dinner table listening to all of the politicians being introduced, I
have to tell you, this is the first pro-life event where I have seen so
many who represent all of you involved in such an incredibly
important cause.

SCOTT WALKER RECEIVES AWARD |
Above, Rep. Scott Walker, recently
elected to Milwaukee County
Executive, receives his Sanctity of
Life award from WRTL President,
Susanna Herro. Walker received a
standing ovation from the audience
gathered for the Education Fund
Dinner and Auction on April 25, 2002.

“And I just want to applaud all of you who are involved in the
political arena for your willingness to stand up for something that is
bigger than a political issue. Because the truth of the matter is that
this is a spiritual issue . . . it has everything to do with the fact that
God is the creator of life. And what you are standing up for is God
himself in representing the unborn.
“I applaud you for all those efforts!”
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Saving Lives
Strategically
In 2003, Executive Director
Barbara Lyons wrote about two
important anniversaries — 35 years of
saving lives for Wisconsin Right to Life
and 30 years of Roe v. Wade — along with
the strategic value of waging both an “air
war” and a “ground war” against abortion.
Two important anniversaries, forever intertwined in history are observed during 2003. First,
Wisconsin Right to Life takes note of 35 years of lifesaving work. And second, Roe v. Wide, a
tragedy of immense proportion, is 30 years old.
Many are amazed that Wisconsin Right to Life came into being prior to the horrendous
decision which gave us abortion-on-demand for the full nine months of pregnancy. Our founders witnessed the attack on the unborn in Wisconsin, and foresaw a grim future for vulnerable
human lives. Not only were they astute about abortion, but in 1972 our mission statement was
changed to also encompass opposition to infanticide and euthanasia. The founders reasoned
that if persons at the beginning of the life spectrum could be destroyed, it was logical that other
vulnerable persons were also at risk. In the 30-year-wake of Roe v. Wade our nation has suffered a staggering number of deaths and countless heartaches.
• Abortions reached a high of 1.6 million in the United States in 1990. The number is
believed to be 1.3 million annually today.
• In the 30 years since Roe, over 43 million abortions have been perform in the
United States.
• In the country where life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are supposed to be
guaranteed, the lives of over 3,500 unborn babies are snuffed out every day.
Compounding its deadly effect, abortion has contributed to a cheapening of the value of human life. It is no surprise that destruction of human embryos for research or convenience is found
acceptable. It is no surprise that unborn children with disabilities are routinely aborted after
detection. It is no surprise that parents want “options” in choosing the baby’s sex, or physical and
mental characteristics. Nor is it surprising that older people and those with terminal illnesses are
viewed as individuals who eat up valuable resources that could be used “more wisely.” Truly, acceptance of abortion opened the floodgate to rationalizing the destruction of vulnerable lives for
the benefit of others.

WINNING THE STRUGGLE FOR HEARTS
AND MINDS
Fortunately, Wisconsin has realized a
tremendous benefit through its devoted
pro-life people. Sandra Faucher of the
Caring Foundation speaking at a recent
gathering of chapter leaders had this to
say, “Wisconsin is way ahead of most
other states in winning the struggle for
hearts and minds because you’ve been
waging both an effective ground war (the
work of local Wisconsin Right to Life
chapter volunteers) and an effective air
war (the statewide educational TV and
radio campaign). It is the combination
of these two that is making all the difference.”

adults now believing that abortion
should not be legal except in the most
extreme circumstances. This is tremendous progress! Are we satisfied? No.
After 30 years of Roe v. Wade, the “glamour” and rhetoric of abortion are now
well-tarnished. No longer are glib proabortion phrases accepted without scrutiny. The young people of Gen Y (ages 8 to
23) appear to be decidedly more pro-life
than their Gen X elders. While this bodes
well for the future, work to keep these
young people pro-life must go forward.
This work includes an educational website, gravityteen.com, designed to bolster
the pro-life positions and knowledge of
Gen Y teens.

From a peak of 21,754 abortions in
1980, the most recent Wisconsin numbers reveal a steep decline in the number
of abortions to 10.925 in 2001. A corresponding increase in pro-life attitudes
has taken place, with 67% of Wisconsin

Working together on our “ground war”
and our “air war,” Wisconsin Right to Life
chapters and state office will continue
to build a culture of life that values the
potential contribution of each unique
individual from the very beginning of life.
Valiantly forging the way for 35 years, all
of us at Wisconsin Right to Life have begun the process of ridding the world of the
greatest human rights abuse in history. To
finish it, Roe must go!

2003 | Executive Director Barbara Lyons in her office on North Avenue,
Milwaukee, formulating and envisioning life-saving strategies. And yes,
if you look closely, those are VHS tapes stacked on the file cabinet.
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MILESTONES
BANNING PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION —
Under the leadership of Wisconsin Congressman F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr., (shown, left),
Congress passed the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban
of 2003 which was then signed into law by President Bush (43). The ban was immediately challenged in three federal courts and did not become settled law until the 2007 Supreme Court
decision upholding it in Gonzales v. Carhart.
BORN ALIVE INFANT PROTECTION ACT BECOMES LAW — Led by Wisconsin Right to Life, Wisconsin passed the Born Alive Infant Protection Act to
provide treatment for infants who survive abortion attempts.
NIGHTINGALE ALLIANCE — Wisconsin Right to Life created a coalition
known as The Nightingale Alliance to provide worldwide education in
opposition to euthanasia and assisted suicide. Although Nightingale is
no longer functioning, the essential components have been replicated by
other groups, including the Wisconsin Coalition Against Assisted Suicide.
Learn more about the organization at their NoAssistedSuicideWI.org site.
TEEN CAMPS — The emergence
of the Millennial Generation as a
powerful force led to the creation
of several right-to-life websites
devoted to young people. WRTL
expanded its youth outreach by
holding summer camps to train
youth leaders.
TERRI SCHINDLER SCHIAVO — National news coverage began about the
husband of Terri Schindler Schiavo asking a court for permission to remove her feeding tube, and her family’s efforts to keep the tube in place.
HOLLY PATTERSON died following an RU-486 abortion, the first of several
such deaths to be reported. Holly’s death raised a number of issues in her
home state of California, not the least of which was that her parents did
not know she was pregnant until just hours before the 18-year-old’s death.

2003

BORN
ALIVE
It seems like an odd phrase, doesn’t
it? Born Alive. Don’t we all hope that
every baby greets the world this way?
Alive and kicking? And yet, we know
there are tragic circumstances when
that’s not how things turn out. Parents
of stillborn children will tell you they
had no greater wish than for their baby
to be born alive.
Strangely, there is a strong cadre of
political influence in our country to do
something positively unthinkable: To let
a born alive child just lie there and die.
How can this be? Who are these
people who would stand by and do
nothing as a struggling little one fights
for life? Sadly, these people are those
for whom no other value is higher than
their pro-abortion agenda. Not even the
life of a tiny, defenseless newborn.
Wisconsin Right to Life took these people to task in 2003 and won passage (in spite of Gov.
Doyle) of the Born Alive Infant Protection Act. So when an abortion procedure ends with a living
child instead of a dead one, everything possible is done to care for the child. Of course, it is hard
to know how many babies survive abortion, but there are numerous documented cases. Do a
little searching online for names like Gianna Jessen and Melissa Ohden, themselves outspoken
survivors of failed abortions.
Or, talk to Jill Stanek, RN, formerly a nurse at Christ Hospital in Oak Lawn, Illinois. In 1999,
she discovered and reported that babies born alive after an abortion procedure were being
shelved in a soiled linen utility room to die. She was subsequently fired August 31, 2001, for publicly reporting her findings. We can thank brave pro-life people like Jill Stanek for standing up for
the right-to-life of the most helpless ones among us. Were it not for their voices telling the world
what was happening to these born alive babies, Wisconsin and other states would not have laws
like the Born Alive Infant Protection Act. Now, every Wisconsin baby born alive after an abortion
has the same legal status and legal rights as a baby born alive after a normal delivery.
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The “Why” of Pro-Life Voting
The Summer 2004 issue of Life Without Limits magazine featured the comments of
Pastor Mel Lawrenz and Father Frank Pavone. Reader response was remarkable, so
we wanted to include a reprint of this important article here.
The Abortion Issue as the Voter’s Benchmark
Why should you be aware of a candidate’s
position on abortion (and other life issues)
before making a voting decision?
One of the things that political candidates
always bemoan in the run-up to an election
is how the campaign should really be about
issues. Fair enough. But what makes an “issue” an “issue”? And can one say that there are
some issues that are of such import, such wideranging influence, that they truly are central?
The sanctity of human life is one such issue,
and here is how we know. If you believe that
the mystery and glory of human life begins long
before our eyes first see a baby emerge from the
birth canal, if you are humble enough to say
that God sees things we don’t, and that God’s
creation of first life was the climax of his whole
creation, then you will understand that virtually all of life’s
important values
emerge from that
point . . . So when
you exercise your
right to vote for
candidates who
say they are willing to govern, you
can and must say:
Mel Lawrenz trains an
“Yes, we will supinternational network of
port your goverChristian leaders, ministry
nance if the founpioneers, and thoughtdation of it is your
leaders. He serves as minconviction that all
ister at large for Elmbrook
human life has an
Church, Brookfield, Wis.
inviolable sanc(www.wordway.org)
tity given by God.
If not, then you
might as well be
herding cattle.”

The Abortion Issue Touches
Everything You Care About
If a candidate who supported terrorism asked
for your vote, would you say, “I disagree with
you on terrorism, but where do you stand on
other issues?” I doubt it. . . . So why do so many
people say, “This candidate favors legal abortion.
I disagree. But I’m voting for this person because
she/he has good ideas about health care (or some
other issue).”
Such a position makes no sense whatsoever,
unless one is completely blind to the violence of
abortion. That, of course, is the problem. But you
need only see what abortion looks like, or read
descriptions from the abortionists themselves, and
the evidence is clear.
Abortion is no less violent than terrorism. Any
candidate who says abortion should be kept legal
disqualifies him/herself from public service. You
need look no further, you need to
pay no attention to
what that candidate
says on other issues.
Support for abortion
is enough for you to
decide not to vote
for such a person.
Fr. Frank Pavone is
National Director of Priests
for Life and Missionaries
of the Gospel of Life and
is one of the most prominent pro-life leaders and
speakers in the world.
(www.priestsforlife.org)

It’s easy to get
confused by all the
arguments in an
election year. But if
you start by asking
where candidates
stand on abortion,
you can eliminate
a lot of other questions you needn’t
even ask.

2004 | President George W. Bush (43) signs Federal Unborn Victims of Violence Act into law.

VICTIMS GIVEN BOTH A STATE & FEDERAL VOICE
In the past, what recourse did the justice system have when crimes committed against a
pregnant woman resulted in both injury and/or death to her and her unborn child? None. That’s
because there were no state or Federal laws on the books to answer this type of crime. Thankfully those days are in the past. A Wisconsin state law, the Fetal Homicide and Bodily Injury Act,
established unborn children as second victims of major homicide and bodily injury crimes and
established the same penalties for perpetrators that exist for born persons. Wisconsin Right to
Life was the lead organization behind passage of this law, which took effect in 1998.
The federal version of the law, the Unborn Victims of Violence Act (also known as “Laci and
Conner’s Law”), was signed into law by President George W. Bush (43) on April 1, 2004.
It was enacted after a five-year effort led by the National Right to Life Committee (NRLC).
This bill was sponsored in the House of Representatives by Congresswoman Melissa Hart (RPa.). A Senate companion bill (S. 1019) was sponsored by Senator Mike DeWine (R-Ohio).
The House of Representatives approved the bill on February 26, 2004 (254-163) and the Senate approved it on March 25, 2004 (61-38).
The Unborn Victims of Violence Act recognizes that when a criminal attacks a pregnant
woman, and injures or kills both her and her unborn child, he has claimed two human
victims.
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Transformations

POPE JOHN PAUL II COMPLETES HIS EARTHLY
PRO-LIFE WORK
Pope John Paul II died on April 2, 2005,
and the whole world joined in honoring and
mourning the loss of this great religious leader
and staunch pro-life champion.
Born Karol Wojtyla in 1920 in Poland,
Pope John Paul II maintained an assertive
spiritual leader-ship under Nazi and Communist regimes as priest, bishop, and cardinal in
Krakow. He was elected Pope of the Roman
Catholic Church in 1978 at the age of 58. In
mourning his passing, Wisconsin Right to Life’s
Executive Director Barbara L. Lyons said, “It is
almost impossible to imagine a world without
this great moral leader who was a persuasive
and articulate voice for human rights all his
life. Words fail to convey the impact he has
had on the people of the world, whether Catholic or not.”
In the Pope’s magnificent 1995 encyclical, Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life), he
wrote, “We need now more than ever to have
the courage to look truth in the eye and to call
- - Continued on Page 168

THERESA MARIE “TERRI” SCHIAVO
DEC. 3, 1963 — MARCH 31, 2005
After a protracted, high-profile legal battle
that made “living wills” the topic of discussion
around water coolers and dinner tables, the
young woman at the center of the controversy
succumbed to death by starvation and dehydration.
Terri Schiavo’s parents, Robert and Mary
Schindler, spent years working through the
court system trying to keep their daughter from
the fate Terri’s husband, Michael, said she
“would have wanted.”
In a news release after her death, Wisconsin
Right to Life pointed out that “Terri Schiavo was
a human being . . . who was made to die when
she was not dying. It didn’t matter what capabilities she had or didn’t have, she was still a member of the human family deserving of respect for
her very existence. “Wisconsin Right to Life
lauds the courage of the Schindler family and
their monumental efforts to preserve the life of
their precious daughter. We commend all
those who stepped forward to advocate for
- - Continued on Page 168

MILESTONES

2004

PRESIDENT BUSH REELECTED — Wisconsin Right to Life stood strongly
behind President Bush’s reelection campaign, making sure the people of
Wisconsin were fully aware of the President’s positive pro-life stance.
CONSCIENCE PROTECTIONS — Led by Wisconsin Right to Life, the state
legislature passed expanded conscience protection for medical professionals, but the bill was vetoed by Governor Doyle.
BLACKOUT OR NO BLACKOUT — WRTL aired an ad campaign urging
Wisconsin Senators Kohl and Feingold to oppose the filibuster of judicial
nominees. Faced with the blackout periods created by the McCain-Feingold
campaign finance reform law, WRTL began a landmark court case in Washington, D.C. federal court, Wisconsin Right to Life v. Federal Election Commission, asked for creation of a grass-roots lobbying exception to the law.
ASHCROFT REBUKED — The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals struck down
the Ashcroft ruling which stated it was illegal to use federally-controlled
substances to carry out assisted suicides.

2005

NO CLONING — Led by Wisconsin Right to Life, the state legislature passed
a Ban on All Human Cloning, the Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act, the Conscience Protection Act, and a budget provision to redirect family planning
funds to counties rather than abortion providers. All of these measures
were vetoed by Governor Doyle.
CORD BLOOD — Led by Wisconsin Right to Life, the legislature passed a
law to inform women about donation of cord blood following birth.
COLLEGE GRANTS — Wisconsin Right to Life established grants to college
students to form right-to-life groups on college campuses.
JOHN ROBERTS was seated as Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.
BUSH VETO — President Bush (43) vetoed a bill that would have allowed
tax dollars to be used to kill human embryos. Significant progress was
achieved in treating human patients using adult stem cells which include
cells found in umbilical cords.
EUTHANASIA — Netherlands expanded euthanasia by adopting guidelines which allow for killing of infants with disabilities.
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Transformations, Pope John Paul, Continued

Transformations, Terri Schiavo, Continued

things by their proper name . . . procured
abortion is the deliberate and direct killing
. . . of a human being . . .”

Terri: Governor Jeb Bush, Florida legislators,
the U.S. Congress, President Bush and the
one lonely judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit who understood
fully what was happening and dared to
dissent with his colleagues. We commend
those who traveled to the hospice to keep
vigil as the starvation progressed. We commend those leaders who came forward to
champion her cause, and those who worked
tirelessly behind the scenes.

And long before Terri Schindler Schiavo’s
tragic death focused our nation on the problem of euthanizing persons with disabilities,
Pope John Paul wrote, “A person, who because of illness, handicap, or more simply
just by existing, compromises the well-being
or life-style of those who are more favored,
tends to be looked upon as an enemy to be
resisted or eliminated. In this way a kind of
conspiracy against life is unleashed.”
Carrying on the pro-life work that was so
dear to John Paul II is his successor, Pope
Benedict XVI. The former Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, elected in a papal conclave on
April 19, has quickly made his strong prolife views evident in his new book, The
Europe of Benedict, in the Crisis of Cultures.
In it, he condemns nations with legalized
abortion saying they “become blind to the
right of life of another, the youngest and
weakest who [do not] have a voice.”
- - Ernest L. Ohlhoﬀ and Kathleen Sweeney contributed to this story

“We pray for a country that has so lost its
moral compass that a helpless woman was
allowed to die of starvation and dehydration
while her worth as a human being was publicly debated. Finally, we pray for Michael
Schiavo, that he will one day recognize what
he has done and ask for forgiveness for the
death of his wife.”
- - Since Terri Schindler Schiavo’s tragic passing, her brother, Bobby
Schindler, has become an outspoken activist for the preservation of the
dignity of each human being. He is president of the Terri Schiavo Life &
Hope Network and travels the country to give witness to the importance
of upholding human dignity through service to the medically vulnerable.
Bobby has been a regular featured speaker at Wisconsin Right to Life and
Wisconsin Teens for Life events. (www.lifeandhope.com)

through their writing for National Right to Life in 2005.

THE RISE OF SOCIAL NETWORKING
In 2004, Facebook was launched at Harvard as an experiment. By 2006 it
was opened to the general public. And by 2008, Wisconsin Right to Life had
established a presence on the premier social networking site. Finding it a
great way to communicate with friends and followers , spreading the prolife message on Facebook became a must-have technology tool for WRTL.
Today, nearly 10,000 people follow Wisconsin Right to Life on Facebook.
As for Twitter, by 2010, Barbara Lyons had the organization “Live-Tweeting”
from the Education Fund dinner and other events, allowing moment-bymoment updates to wing their way to those unable to attend in-person.
Chelsea (Shields) Duffy, WRTL’s Legislative/PAC Director, has been doing an amazing job making our social media
presence popular and eye-popping! In addition to Facebook and Twitter, Wisconsin Right to Life is present on
LinkedIn, Google, YouTube, Pinterest and Instagram.9

Wisconsin Families Bank on Cord Blood
Wisconsin Right to Life Celebrates Legislative Victory in Enactment
of The Wieckert / Leibham Cord Blood Donation Act

Rep. Steve Wieckert (R-Appleton)
holds a smiling Jeremy Thorns
(age 5) who, after being diagnosed with Krabbe’s disease,
received a cord blood transplant
and lived. His older brother also
had Krabbe’s disease and died
at 13 months because no cord
blood was available. Also pictured are, left to right, Barbara
Lyons, Sue Armacost and Mary
Klaver of Wisconsin Right to Life.

Spring 2005

What was once regarded as medical waste is now hailed as the stuff of medical
miracles. Several Wisconsin young people owe their lives to adult stem cell transplants derived from the umbilical cord blood of unrelated donors. More lives could be
saved if Wisconsin had a cord blood bank.
The umbilical cord blood miracle is a relatively new phenomenon. Cord blood science is riding the tidal wave of adult stem cell therapy successes of the past few years. Precisely because
it is adult stem cell technology, this miracle manifests itself with an added blessing — it is noncontroversial. No embryos (or their destruction) are needed, just the highly potent adult stem
cells found naturally in the umbilical cords of newborns — cords that, until recently, had been
routinely discarded.
Similar to the stem cells found in bone marrow, cord blood stem cells come with providentially provided programming that automatically kicks in to produce new blood and immune system
cells. But scientists are especially excited about cord blood stem cells because they can be transplanted even if the recipient isn’t a perfect match.
Free of any ethical considerations and packed with potential for curing leukemia and other
diseases, Wisconsin Right to Life got behind A.B. 270 the “Cord Blood Donation Act” bill with
winning results.
Thanks to the bill’s pro-life authors, Assembly Representative Steve Wieckert (R-Appleton)
and Sen. Joe Leibham (R-Sheboygan), Wisconsin now has mechanisms in place for informing
pregnant women that, after giving birth, they can donate their babies’ umbilical cord blood to an
approved cord blood bank.
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2006 — Wisconsin Right to Life Activists
March on Washington

BY DOREEN SHIREK
Inspirational, motivating, captivating. The list of adjectives could go
on and on to describe what we all experienced at our nation’s capital
on January 23, 2006. Dozens of states were represented and many prolife groups came together to commemorate that awful day 33 years
ago when the Supreme Court voted to allow abortion for any reason
throughout our nation. We heard a speech from President George W.
Bush in which he stated that we’re working to persuade more of our
fellow Americans of the righteousness of our cause. He reminded us that
this is a cause that appeals to the conscience of our citizens and is rooted
in America’s deepest principles. He said that history tells us that such a
cause will prevail. The excitement through the crowd was overwhelming! There were many other speakers that day. They all had encouraging
words to give us.
We shared a motor coach ride with
47 excited travelers from Wisconsin to
take a stand and make a difference. We
joined with tens of thousands of others
rallying ‘round the same cause. We spent
time praying that God would turn the
hearts of our legislators and the citizens
of America, but most importantly, we
prayed that there would not have to be
a march like this next year!
- - Doreen Shirek is WRTL’s Chapter Growth and Development Director and is
pictured above with her husband Paul, who sits on the Board of Directors of
Wisconsin Right to Life.

2006 - Wisconsin Right to Life Mourns the Death of
Pro-Life U.S. Senator William Proxmire
Many Wisconsin residents knew Senator William Proxmire
firsthand, as he set records for shaking his constituents’ hands
at various events around the state. What is not widely known
is that Senator Proxmire was a true champion for pro-life efforts
and demonstrated his deeply felt commitment many times by
voting in favor of numerous pro-life initiatives. Although sometimes a minority voice on pro-life issues in the Democratic caucus, Proxmire demonstrated time and time again that the right
to life of vulnerable individuals was important. Wisconsin Right
to Life mourns the passing of this pro-life giant.

MILESTONES

2006

ALITO SEATED ON SUPREME COURT — Justice Samuel Alito was seated
on the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2006, the high court struck down the Ashcroft ruling and allowed continued use of federally-controlled substances
to carry out assisted suicides.
”GOVERNOR NO” GETS A SECOND GO — Governor James Doyle was
re-elected. Significant right-to-life losses occurred in the state legislature
and the U.S. Congress.
30-YEAR ABORTION LOW — Wisconsin abortion numbers reached their
lowest level in over 30 years. Abortions declined 56% from the all-time
high of 21,754 abortions in 1980 to the all-time low of 9,580 in 2006. The
Wisconsin abortion rate recorded 8 per 1,000 women of childbearing age
compared to the national rate of 19.5 per 1,000. Wisconsin Right to Life
estimated that 75,911 lives have been saved, cumulatively, from abortion
since 1987 when the state began reporting abortions.
REWARDING WORK — Barbara Lyons accepts Archdiocese of
Milwaukee Award on behalf of Wisconsin Right to Life. Lyons was
presented with the Vatican II Award for Service in Society by the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. She accepted the award on behalf of all
of the tremendous people who have given greatly to the pro-life
cause. Pictured at the ceremony are Bishop Richard Skilba, Barbara
Lyons, and Archbishop Timothy Dolan.
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W I S CO N S I N R I GH T TO L IF E — T WO -THOUSANDS TIM E L INE

2000

2004

2007

Abortions

Abortions

performed
in
Wisconsin
11,040.

performed
in
Wisconsin
9,943.

Wisc. Right to
Life wins
free speech
victory in U.S.
Supreme Court
WRTL v. FEC

2007

2016

Abortions
Supreme Court
in Gonzales v. in Wisconsin
Carhart made
fall
settled law of to an all-time
ban on Partiallow, to
Birth Abortion
5,61210

2000 - 2017
2000 - Stenberg v. Carhart - Nebraska, (as did more than half the other states) passed a law to
ban partial-birth abortion, a method in which the premature infant (usually in the fifth or sixth
month) is delivered alive, feet first, until only the head remains in the womb. The abortionist
then punctures the baby’s skull and removes her brain. On a 5-4 vote, the Court stuck down the
Nebraska law (and thereby rendered the other state laws unenforceable, as well). The five justices
said that the Nebraska legislature had defined the method too vaguely. In addition, the five justices held that Roe v. Wade requires that an abortionist be allowed to use even this method, even
on a healthy woman, if he believes it is the safest method.
2007 - Gonzales v. Carhart - Stating that, in light of Casey, the state did have an interest in
protecting fetal life, and that the law did not impose an “undue burden,” the court upheld the
federal version of the Partial-birth Abortion Act, as passed by Congress and signed by President
George W. Bush in 2003. The court was satisfied that the language of the statute was clear.

A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME — FRIENDS FOR LIFE
The first rose to blossom in spring is an encouraging sign of more good things to come. Likewise,
when Don and Jeanne Zahalka first agreed to offer monthly support to Wisconsin Right to Life, it
too was the beginning of a very good thing — The
Rose Society. Back when Don and Jeanne stepped
forward with a monthly gift to help offset the organization’s month-to-month cash-flow woes, our
name was still Wisconsin Citizens Concerned for
Life (WCCL).
Beyond their generous financial help, Don
and Jeanne were building and strengthening their
Don and Jeanne Zahalka
chapter, sharing their home with unwed mothers, Don and Jeanne were the first members of the Rose Society
and laying the groundwork for a pregnancy help
line. What a remarkable pair of dedicated pro-lifers!
For decades, Don and Jeanne led the way with their chapter work, modeling for all to see
their true deep devotion to the cause of life. Today, the name of the Rose Society has changed (to
Friends for Life) but the Zahalka’s legacy lives on. Thank you dear friends!

MILESTONES

2007

FREE SPEECH VICTORY — In an historic landmark decision which
received widespread national publicity, the U.S. Supreme Court granted
Wisconsin Right to Life’s grass-roots lobbying exception to the McCainFeingold campaign finance reform law.
SETTLED LAW - FINALLY! — The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the federal ban on partial-birth abortion, making the procedure illegal throughout the country.
JUSTICE PREVAILS — Wisconsin Right to Life won another federal
court case to allow state judicial candidates to respond to candidate
questionnaires.
ONE STEP FORWARD — Led by Wisconsin Right to Life, the Wisconsin
Assembly passed the Coercive Abortion Protection Act but the bill stalled
in the Senate.
ADULT STEM CELLS - WINNING! — Adult stem cells reported as successful in treating patients with 73 diseases or conditions compared to
ZERO successes using embryonic stem cells.
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20 Years of Education Fund Dinners
2002 - Guest speaker was former pro baseball pitcher,
Dave Dravecky, who pitched in the 1983 All-Star Game,
the 1984 National Championships, the World Series, and
in the 1987 National League Championships. But his
1988 opening day victory was overshadowed by discovery of cancer which finally led to the amputation of his
pitching arm.

1998 - FIRST EDUCATION FUND DINNER - BRUCE HALL

The premier Wisconsin Right to Life Education Fund Dinner was held in historic Bruce Hall
of the Milwaukee Auditorium, (above), built in
1909. These hallowed halls have hosted candidates for President (Theodore Roosevelt, George
W. Bush and others) and notable music performances including American patriotic march
composer John Phillip Sousa and the great Italian
operatic tenor Enrico Caruso. At our 1998 event,
popular syndicated columnist Cal Thomas was
our featured speaker.
1998 - MIDWEST EXPRESS AIRLINES CENTER

The 1999 Education Fund Dinner was the
first to be held in downtown Milwaukee’s new
Midwest Express Airlines Center, subsequently
re-named the Frontier Airlines Center, the Delta
Airlines Center and ultimately, the Wisconsin
Center. Guest speaker in 1999 was Catholic
commentator and editor of Minding the Campus,
John Leo with Wis. Gov. Tommy Thompson. Also
present were Lt. Governor Margaret Farrow, Live
Auctioneer Steve “The Homer” True and Miss
Wisconsin Mary-Louise Kurey.

2000 - The 2000 event nearly broke the 500-guest
threshold for the first time in the history of the
dinner. Guest speaker was Chicago Bears legendary linebacker, Mike Singletary.
2001 - Pop music teen heart-throb from the 50s,

movie star and pro-life speaker, Pat Boone was
our featured speaker in 2001. Little known fact:
Pat Boone is the great-great-great-great grandson
of American pioneer Daniel Boone.

2003 - Guest speaker, star of stage and screen Ann Gillian,
who enjoyed a long Hollywood including appearances
in episodes of Leave it to Beaver as well as a winning role
playing opposite Michael Keaton in the 1983 film, Mr.
Mom. Gillian brought us her breast-cancer victory story
and love for life.
2004 - Popular syndicated radio talk show host Michael
Medved made his first guest speaker appearance at the
dinner in 2004.
2005 - We all saw Green and Gold at the 2005 dinner,

hearing from the son of legendary Green Bay Packer
coach Vince Lombardi. Vince Lombardi, Jr. spoke passionately on the power of the pro-life movement and its
ability to overcome the odds and win.
2006 - In 2006 we heard from

acclaimed actress, Cover Girl
model, film and television
star, author and spokesperson for the pro-life organization Silent No More, Jennifer
O’Neill. She is shown (left)
with Barbara and Pat Lyons.
If you have 90-minutes to
spare, enjoy one of O’Neill’s
early works opposite American Western film icon John
Wayne in Rio Lobo, (1970).

2007 - The ‘07 Education Fund Dinner was marked by
the amazing and passionate story of abortion survivor
Gianna Jessen.
2008 - Fred Barnes (founder of the Weekly Standard).
2009 - Brother of Terri Schiavo, Bobby Schindler spoke at
the 2009 dinner. “People have the impression that Terri
was on machines. They think she was dying, but she
wasn’t; she could breathe on her own,” he said.

2010 - April 29, 2010,

brought pro-life hero
and former Pennsylvania Senator, Rick
Santorum to the Ed
Fund Dinner. In his
remarks, Santorum
said, “I will tell you,
I have never seen an
organization that has
a greater impact in
their community than
SEN. RICK SANTORUM
what I saw here today. You are amazing.
l am in awe of what you are doing. So let me thank
you — all of you, who have been here and supported
Wisconsin Right to Life — you are obviously by the
[reduction in abortion] numbers we saw here tonight,
you are obviously making a huge difference. It is no
accident that [Wisconsin’s] abortion rates are half of
what the rest of the county is.”

2011 - Nationally-heard radio talk show host, Michael

Medved returned to speak at our 2011 dinner.

2012 - Fox News Channel host and nationally-syndi-

cated radio talk show host, Laura Ingraham.

2013 - Former Arkansas Governor, Presidential Candi-

date, FNC host and contributor, Gov. Mike Huckabee
was our 2013 guest speaker, shown below with Wisconsin Lt. Governor Rebecca Kleefisch and her
daughter, Violet.

2014 - Warmly welcomed by an overflow crowd of

1,500 at the May 1, 2014, Education Fund Dinner,
renowned pediatric neurosurgeon and presidential
candidate, Dr. Ben Carson inspired the audience to
protect every human life and to “change the nature
of the county.” Dr. Carson is shown below with
Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome Listecki and Barbara
Lyons.

2015 - The April 23, 2015, Education Fund Dinner

featured popular political pundit, Michelle Malkin.

2016 - One of the Fox News Channel’s most popular

hosts, Tucker Carlson, brought his pithy and erudite
commentary to our 2016 event.

2017 - Former Governor of Louisiana, Bobby Jindal,

brought Southern style and charm with a little bit of
hot sauce honesty to Education Fund 2017.

2018 - Appearing as our special guest speakers for

our 50th Anniversary celebration, Duck Dynasty
star Korie Robertson and president of the Life Training Institute, Scott Klusendorf. Our thanks to everyone who has supported the work of the Wisconsin
Right to Life Education Fund by attending these
amazing dinners and contributing to the work!
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T h e e n e my o f my e n e my i s my f r i e n d . 1 1
THAT WAS THEN, THIS IS NOW
Just when you thought that the height of irony was Alanis
Morissette having only one major hit record named, Isn’t it Ironic?,
in 2008, the Wisconsin Right to Life PAC endorsed John McCain
for President of the United States. Yes, that John McCain. The
Senator John McCain who was one of the two authors of the
McCain-Feingold Campaign Finance Law that Wisconsin Right
to Life went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court to fight on the
grounds it violated free speech rights. We won, by the way, in 2007.
But, that was then, and in 2008, McCain, (who came to his
GOP presidential nomination with a stellar 25-year pro-life voting record) was rightly endorsed by National Right to Life’s PAC as
well. And so, make no mistake, not only was McCain a friend, he
was strongly, outspokenly and historically pro-life and his Democratic opponent, Barack Obama, was anything but. The two columns below show the stark contrast between the two candidates.
LifeVoice Newsletter 2008 on John McCain:
In recognition of John McCain’s strong
right-to-life voting record spanning 25 years,
the National Right to Life Committee and
Wisconsin Right to Life have issued a statement of support for Senator John McCain
for president of the United States. McCain
has repeatedly called for overturning Roe v.
Wade, would appoint judges who will uphold
laws created by the people instead of legislating from the bench, and will fight to keep
the right-to-life platform for the Republican
Party. Both organizations recognize that McCain has voted to fund embryonic stem cell
research, but note that McCain has recently
indicated he is open to research that does
not involve the destruction of human life.
McCain supports a ban on all human cloning.
National Right to Life and Wisconsin Right to
Life strongly urge voters to reject [Senator
Obama] because of [his] 100% pro-abortion
voting [record] and [his] vow to appoint only
supporters of Roe v. Wade to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

LifeVoice Newsletter 2008 on Barack Obama:
Senator Barack Obama claims that he is not
pro-abortion. Yet, the unwelcome change he
wants to achieve on abortion and infanticide if
he were to become president is as follows:
• Obama wants you to pay for all 1.2 million annual abortions
with your tax dollars — as many abortions as a woman wants,
for any reason, at any time during pregnancy.
• Obama does not want parents notified if their minor
daughter is seeking an abortion. He voted to allow a stranger to
accompany a minor across state lines to have an abortion so that
her parents would not find out.
• Obama told Planned Parenthood that his first act as president
would be to sign the Freedom of Choice Act. This act would enshrine abortion-on-demand in federal law and overturn almost
all state laws which restrict abortion in any way -- laws such as
Wisconsin’s Woman’s Right to Know and Parental Consent laws.
• Obama wants partial-birth abortion to be available.
• Obama voted three times against a proposed Illinois law
which would require that babies who survive abortion attempts
be given lifesaving medical treatment.
• Obama has a very simple requirement for nominees to the
U.S. Supreme Court — they must support abortion-on- demand.

If my d aug hte r m ak e s a mi s t ak e an d
e n d s up p re g n ant , I w o u l dn’t w ant t o
p uni sh h e r w it h a b aby !
- - B ara ck O b am a
WINNERS AND LOSERS
As you must know, the 2008 Democratic presidential ticket,
(Barack Obama and Joe Biden), won a convincing victory over
the GOP ticket, (John McCain and Sarah Palin). America voted, it
seemed, for some kind of hope and change. But at what cost?
It wouldn’t be long and the nation would learn that the unborn
had little hope and the change would be solidly in the pro-abortion
direction. The country should have seen it coming. Obama had
promised Planned Parenthood that, if elected, he would sign the
so-called Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) into law. Shown below, the
Jan.-Feb. 2009 issue of the LifeVoice newsletter explained FOCA.
“FREEDOM OF CHOICE ACT” A MONSTROUS THREAT
FOCA:
Places women and unborn babies in peril, silences your voice and ignores your values.
The most dangerous threat to unborn babies and their mothers is the very real possibility that
the new Congress will pass the so-called Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA).
Candidate Barack Obama told Planned Parenthood in July of 2007 that for his first act as president, he’d sign FOCA.
IMPACT IF FOCA BECOMES LAW:
• Number of abortions skyrocket
• You, as a taxpayer, forced to pay for abortions
• Partial-birth abortion legal again
• Secret abortions for our minor daughters with no parental involvement
• No required information or waiting periods for women seeking abortions
• Medical professionals and facilities forced to perform abortions
• No ability to pass protective laws in the future
Note: Just after this issue of LifeVoice went to print in January of 2009, Wisconsin Right to Life embarked
on a major campaign to Stop FOCA.
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Summer Leadership Camps Rock Teens’ Worlds!

FROM THE SEPT./OCT. 2011 LIFEVOICE NEWSLETTER
By Chelsea (Shields) Duffy
The Wisconsin Teens for Life camps were the first opportunity I ever had to hang out with
kids my age who were just as dedicated to the right to life as I am. I love the friends I made
there and keep in touch with them still-there’s nothing like learning how to defend the unborn, the sick, the disabled, and the elderly to cement a friendship!
Plus, the camp leadership team gave us great classes on everything from pro-life laws to
the history of euthanasia. My personal favorite class was “The Southworth School of Debate”
where Juneau County District Attorney Scott Southworth taught us the best ways to effectively
debate the life issues. Another great guest speaker, Bobby Schindler, showed us how real our
fight is against euthanasia when he told us how his sister, Terri Schiavo, was purposely denied
food and water until she died, simply because she was disabled.
Sometimes our lessons were hard, but every single one was important! I would encourage
any teen curious to learn more about life issues to come to camp, enjoy the food and friendship, and gain the knowledge and skills to become a leader for the right to life!

CHELSEA (SHIELDS) DUFFY is from Janesville, Wisconsin, where
she volunteered at a Pregnancy Helpline. Chelsea began her activism in the right-to-life movement in 2010 as a camper at Wisconsin
Right to Life’s Teens for Life Leadership Camp. In 2011 she graduated from the National Right to Life Academy, a summer-long
pro-life advocacy training seminar, and in 2013 and 2014, served as
an academy instructor. As this 50th Anniversary publication went
to press, Chelsea is the Legislative/PAC Director for Wisconsin Right
to Life. In that capacity, she is responsible for the state and federal
legislative programs for Wisconsin Right to Life and for the election
activities of the Wisconsin Right to Life Political Action Committee.

MILESTONES

2008

2009

2010

STOPPED ASSISTED SUICIDE — WRTL recruited expert witnesses for a
public hearing on legislation to legalize assisted suicide in Wisconsin. The
bill stalled in a Senate committee.
SAVED 940.04 — WRTL and its allies recruited over 500 right-to-lifers to
attend a public hearing to oppose legislation to repeal Wisconsin’s abortion ban (940.04). The bill stalled in a Senate committee.
DEADLY DECISION — The State of Washington became the second state in
the nation to legalize assisted suicide with the approval of a ballot measure.
WRTL STANDS UP TO MERITER HOSPITAL
— At a January 27, 2009, news conference,
Wisconsin Right to Life delivered over 9,000
petitions in opposition to a UW Hospital and
Clinic proposal to perform late-term abortions at the UW Surgery Center. Shown, left,
Barbara Lyons and members of like-minded
pro-life people explain the protest to the
press in the Madison capitol rotunda. After
pro-life forces put up a strong, years-long
fight, in 2011, UW Health abandoned its plan
to use the center for late-term abortions.
SARAH PALIN EVENT — On November 6, 2010, former Alaska Governor
and candidate for Vice President, Sarah Palin came to our state at the invitation of Wisconsin Right to Life for a non-campaign-related message about
the sanctity of human life. Over 3,400 persons attended the event held in
the Wisconsin State Fair Exposition Hall in West Allis.
GOV. WALKER & RON JOHNSON ELECTED — Ending eight long years of
pro-abortion Jim Doyle as Governor, Wisconsin welcomed pro-life Scott
Walker as Wisconsin’s new Governor and pro-life Ron Johnson as a fitting
replacement for pro-abortion Sen. Russ Feingold.

2011

PLANNED PARENTHOOD PARTIALLY DE-FUNDED — Two right-to-life
provisions accompanied pro-life Governor Walker’s biennial state budget in
June of 2011. The first directs Title V family planning dollars to public health
agencies instead of abortion providers. The second included UW Hospitals
and Clinics as state agencies subject to Wisconsin law which prohibits the
use of public funds to pay for the performance of abortions.
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Wisconsin Right to Life’s
Five Point Power Strategy
Wisconsin Right to Life is the preeminent right-to-life organization in Wisconsin and arguably
in the nation. Wisconsin Right to Life’s impressive life-saving success is guided by a Five
Point Power Strategy.
1. STRATEGIC AND COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATOR

Wisconsin Right to Life achieves national prominence for its work in changing hearts and minds
to cherish life through powerful television messages especially targeted to women 18-34, those most
vulnerable to abortion. Watch our TV ads.

2. PREMIER YOUTH TRAINER

Wisconsin Right to Life is the national leader in training and empowering youth to strengthen their
convictions about the value of life, encouraging them to become leaders in making significant changes
in the world around them. Teen summer leadership camps and college campus grants are unique in
the nation.

3. LEGISLATIVE, LEGAL AND ELECTORAL FORCE

Wisconsin Right to Life legislative power has resulted in some of the nation’s most protective lifesaving laws for Wisconsin. Wisconsin Right to Life’s legislative expertise and knowledge of issues are
eagerly sought by legislators who want to make a life-saving impact.
Our innovative online E-Voice network facilitates grass-roots participation in the legislative process. Plus, Wisconsin Right to Life works with top national legal experts to lead in protecting free
speech rights in America, winning a landmark decision in the U.S. Supreme Court.
Wisconsin Right to Life has been instrumental in helping to elect a right-to-life Governor, U.S.
Senator, two new Congressmen, and numbers of State Senators and Assembly Representatives. A
Wisconsin Right to Life PAC endorsement gives candidates the powerful edge needed to win elections.

4. INTERNET AND SOCIAL MEDIA INNOVATOR

Wisconsin Right to Life is the national leader in leveraging social networks to bring about right-tolife change. Wisconsin Right to Life has developed one of the most comprehensive websites on life
issues in the nation.

5. GRASS-ROOTS GIANT

Wisconsin Right to Life has built a vibrant statewide grass-roots network of regions and local county chapters who bring right-to-life activism, messages, and awareness to local communities.

-------------------------------Get more detail on our approach to saving lives by reading about our accomplishments
on our website, WRTL.org, search keyword: Accomplishments.

Fall, 2012: Romney-Ryan
vs. Obama-Biden
The Wisconsin Right to Life FED PAC paid for the front
page of the September-October 2012 issue of LifeVoice,
highlighting how hope and change was not working out
so well for unborn babies — and four years of ObamaBiden was clearly enough for those of us in the pro-life
camp. It read:
Unborn children can’t vote or speak for themselves. Yet, they are the only group in our society that is
legally discriminated against to the point where their very existence depends on whether or not they are
wanted. What a sad state of affairs! And the situation has grown increasingly worse for unborn children
with Barack Obama at the helm. Barack Obama—the most pro-abortion president in the history of our
nation—believes abortion should be available to any woman who wants one, for any reason, at any stage
of pregnancy with taxpayers footing the bill. The policies he has instituted since being elected have reflected a disdain for the lives of unborn children. And we must never forget that as an Illinois State Senator,
Obama even voted in favor of infanticide! By casting your vote for Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan, you will
be supporting two individuals who care deeply about the sanctity of human life. Both men fervently want
Roe v. Wade to be overturned and they oppose the use your tax dollars to pay for or subsidize abortions.
Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan want to build a culture of life in our nation where every member of the human
family is welcomed and protected. We cannot allow the lives of precious babies to remain in the hands of
Barack Obama. On November 6, help restore real hope and change for the unborn by casting your vote for
the pro-life Romney-Ryan team. Remember—your vote is their voice—their ONLY voice!

Sadly, when all the November 6, 2012 votes were counted, the Romney-Ryan team came up short
and the nation faced four more years of pro-abortion Obama-Biden.

2000’s - Right to Life Laws Passed - Wisconsin
2016 - Wis. Act 152 - Stops Family
Planning Providers from Overbilling
Medicaid

tion Subsidies in ObamaCare

2012 - The Coercive and Web Cam
Abortion Prevention Act - Wis. Act 217
2016 - Wis. Act 151 - Redirecting Title requires abortionist speak to woman
X Taxpayer Dollars
in private to determine if she is being
coerced; Requires RU-486 be adminis2015 - Wis. Act 117 - Rewrite of Untered in-person, not via web cam; and
constitutional Campaign Finance Law repeals penalties to women who obtain
abortions.
2015 - Wis. Act 56 - The Pain-Capable
Unborn Child Protection Act
2011 - Wis. Act 32 - Budget provision
prevents UW from participating in any
2013 - Wis. Act 37 - Sonya's Law;
abortion plan and from paying medical
Woman must see ultrasound before students to learn to perform abortions.
abortion
2011 - Wis. Act 32 - Budget provision
2012 - Wis. Act 218 - Opt-Out of Abor- steered $1 million Title V taxpayer dol-

lars away from Planned Parenthood.
2005 - Wis. Act 56 - Cord Blood
Donation
2003 - Born Alive Infant Protection
Act - Baby born alive after abortion
has same rights as a baby born alive
after a normal delivery.
2002 - Second Chance Homes helps
homeless teenage mother and
expectant mothers.
2001 - Safe Haven for Newborns Act Allows parents to relinquish newborns without penalty
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Reflections on Roe v. Wade: 1973 - 2013
By Barbara Lyons — January 22, 1973. ABORTION LEGAL — the newspaper headlines screamed in
bold black letters. It was really big news, and abortion proponents received more than they ever thought
possible. Abortion legal. For any or no reason. For the full nine months of pregnancy. The laws of all 50
states protecting unborn life overturned by decree of seven of nine U.S. Supreme Court Justices.
And so was born the horrific American assault on human life. Over 55 million babies lost since that
tragic day 40 years ago through the violent act of abortion. Women wounded emotionally and physically. Fathers stripped of rights. Relationships shattered. Grandparents deprived of precious grandchildren.
Society morally degraded. Tears flow as I reflect on individuals encountered who have been impacted
by abortion. Too many women anguishing over decisions to kill their children. A father who learns of his
abortion by finding the bill while mopping the kitchen floor. Stunned parents who receive an insurance
statement listing daughter’s abortion. Children who lament the loss of siblings who will not grow up with
them. Doctors who perform thousands of abortions and then live with deep remorse for what they have
done. Women who survive late-term abortion attempts. Countless stories, each with their own painful,
heart-wrenching circumstances. Abortion is the anti-legacy. It robs God’s creations of their future. It deprives families and society of the presence, companionship, skills and talents of millions.
Reflection on what Roe has wrought is important, but despair is not an option. Hope is found in technology that reveals the undeniable — the humanity of the unborn child. Young people reject abortion.
A majority of Americans now self-describe as pro-life. Joy is realized in the hundreds of thousands of
lives spared the abortionist’s sadistic tools through the incredible commitment of you — one of the many
heroes dedicated to defending life and providing women with alternatives.
America continues the long and arduous process of ridding the nation of the gravest human rights
abuse it has ever experienced. To finish it, Roe must and will eventually become a sordid chapter in
American history.15

2013 Concert for Life Draws Hundreds
On Friday evening January 11th, 2013,
hundreds attended Wisconsin Right to
Life’s Concert for Life, a commemoration
of 40 years since the tragic Roe v. Wade
decision by the U.S. Supreme Court.
There were great musical performances
and encouragement from both Country
music star and outspoken right-to-life
advocate Collin Raye and Dove Award
winning Christian rock group Sanctus
CONCERT FOR LIFE | Country star Collin Raye (left)
Real. “You know friends,” Raye told the
and Dove Award winning Christian rock group
Sanctus Real, (above) at Wisconsin Right to Life’s
audience. “this fight we are in to save
event commemorating 40 years of Roe v. Wade.
lives often seems like an impossible uphill
battle. We have a lot of forces organized
against us. And yet, we have something working for us the other team doesn’t, God’s promises.”
Sanctus Real lead singer and song writer, Matt Hammitt, recounted the birth of his son, Bowen, who
was born with a rare heart defect. “[The doctors] told us we should think about how to make a good decision about [terminating] Bowen [but] we told them we love Bowen just the way he is and whatever God
brings our way with him, we’ll love him just the same.” “All life is precious,” Hammitt told the audience,
“it’s an honor for us to be able to be here to perform for all of you who are working so hard in this effort.”

Susan Armacost - A Legend for Life!
FROM THE DEC. 2013 LIFE VOICE NEWSLETTER:
Susan Armacost, Wisconsin Right to Life Legislative/PAC Director
announced her retirement at the end of 2013, having served the unborn and
vulnerable with dedication for 26 years. Sue is pictured (left) with her good
friend, Douglas Johnson, NRLC’s Legislative Director. Her legacy in leading
the enactment of legislation and electing right-to-life candidates is legendary,
with a beneficial and tremendous outcome for mothers, babies, those with
disabilities, families and taxpayers.
Few can say that they used their productive years with such impact. Sue’s devotion to the cause of
life began in the State of Maryland where she volunteered and served in several capacities. When her
family moved to Milwaukee in the late 1970’s, Sue dropped into the Wisconsin Right to Life office and
was quickly recruited as a very willing and capable volunteer lobbyist. After completing her Master’s
Degree, Sue returned to WRTL in 1987 as the Legislative/PAC Director.
Some of the laws enacted during Sue’s tenure include the Parental Consent Law, the Woman’s Right
to Know Act, required reporting of abortions, improved adoption laws, safe haven and second chance
home laws, Fetal Homicide and Bodily Injury Act, Born Alive Infants Protection Act, Partial-Birth Abortion
Ban, Coercive and Web Cam Abortion Prevention Act, Sonya’s Law and more. Sue’s wonderful work has
fueled Wisconsin’s steep decline in abortions. Thank you, Sue!

As Sue stepped away, Heather Weininger stepped in to succeed her. Heather has extensive legislative and campaign experience having been a staffer to former Congressman Mark Green and
key manager in numbers of Wisconsin and national elections.

2013: Sonya’s Law Begins Saving Lives
In 2013, Wisconsin Right to Life’s top legislative priority was enactment of a law to require
ultrasound prior to an abortion.
Authored by Senator Mary Lazich (R-New
Berlin) and Rep. Pat Strachota (R-West Bend),
we were thrilled when the state legislature passed
this bill and Governor Walker signed it into law.
Known as Sonya’s Law, the law requires that a
woman seeking an abortion have an ultrasound
24 hours prior to the abortion being performed.
She will be able to view her unborn child and
see her baby’s heartbeat on ultrasound. A verbal
description of what she sees on the screen will be
given to her. She has the ability to turn away from the screen if she chooses. She also can choose the
type of ultrasound after all options are explained to her.
Shortly after Sonya’s Law took effect, reports began coming into WRTL from pregnancy
resource centers about the lives the new law was saving. For example, we heard about Kaitlyn, (not
her actual name), a 27-year-old who came to [the center] when she was 17 weeks along. She had gone
to an abortion clinic at 8-weeks. It was just after the bill was signed. She opted to see her baby and
when she saw its heartbeat she said she could not go through the abortion. She was due at the end of
February 2014 and was very happy she had the ability to see the truth and make a well-informed decision. Sonya’s Law is another example of how pro-life laws save lives!
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Federal Legislative

Issues - 2000’s

National Right to Life Spearheaded the Pro-Life Response
to these Federal issues During the 2000’s
The Ban on Partial-Birth Abortion - Ultimately
resolved in two steps, first in 2003, when President
George W. Bush (43) signed the ban into law; and
second in 2007, when the ban was upheld by the U.S.
Supreme Court in Gonzales v. Carhart.
Stem Cells - On the very first day of the 2015 fall session, the House took up and passed vital legislation
authored by U.S. Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ) to continue
America’s bone marrow and cord blood donor
registry. Sponsored by Smith with lead co-sponsor
Rep. Doris Matsui (D-CA), the Stem Cell Therapeutic
and Research Reauthorization Act of 2015, H.R. 2820,
ensures that two collaborative programs that support
treatment and therapies derived from adult stem cell
lines will not expire at the end of the federal fiscal
year, Sept. 30.
ObamaCare - Although efforts to repeal the abortionfunding health care law known as ObamaCare failed
in Congress, the law itself is gradually collapsing
under its own weight and the Trump administration is

pushing for alternative insurance methods. Penalties
for non-compliance under ObamaCare (known as the
individual mandate) were repealed under President
Trump’s tax bill.
National Right to Life fought hard for and won passage of the Unborn Victims of Violence Act (2004).
Fetal Tissue - Looking at 2018 legislation, National
Right to Life believes that it is time for Congress to act
decisively to put the entire abortion industry on notice that when they treat a born-alive human person
as medical waste, as a source for organ harvesting, or
as a creature who may be subjected to lethal violence
with impunity, they will do so at grave legal peril.
Dismemberment Abortion Ban Act - Currently, NRLC
is urging members of the House to sponsor the Dismemberment Abortion Ban Act (H.R. 1192).
NRLC continues to write model legislation for affiliates
to use in their state legislatures.

MILESTONES

2013

GOSNELL GETS JUSTICE — A jury found Philadelphia abortionist Kermit
Gosnell guilty of first degree murder on three counts for killing babies
who survived his abortion attempts and third degree murder in the
death of the woman who died at his hands.

2014

WISCONSIN ABORTIONS DOWN 10% — Lifesaving benefits of Sonya’s
Law are evident in the 2014 Wisconsin abortion numbers showing a 10%
decrease to 5,800.
55% SAY ABORTION SHOULD BE ILLEGAL — Marist Poll shows 55% to
44% split on abortion, with 9% wanting it legal all 9 months of pregnancy.

Spitting in the Devil’s Eye
Sometimes Doing Good Makes You Hell’s Target
Wisconsin Right to Life welcomes support and volunteers from pro-life people
of all beliefs and backgrounds, religious and otherwise. And, it is worth noting,
that the organization is a fully non-sectarian, non-religious citizens group dedicated to saving the lives of the most vulnerable. But, for many of us in the prolife movement, there is a strong spiritual component to the work we do. Many
pro-lifers are people of faith. It is that faith which informs our values and calls us
to speak up for those with no voice, because, by nature, it is what people of faith
do. We have both a moral and a faith compass giving us direction.

Guido Reni’s St. Michael the
Archangel (in Santa Maria
della Concezione Church,
Rome, from 1636) making
his point with Satan during
the End Times.

A common saying among Christians is, You know you are doing something
right when you experience strong and dark opposition. This is how things looked
to us Wisconsin Right to Life staffers during a number of months in 2012 and
2013. This may seem dramatic to some, but to those of us who went through it,
these roadblocks felt like they were coming from the pit of Hell.
Legislatively, at the time, the organization was fighting against ObamaCare
(working toward opting-out of federal subsidies for abortions in Wisconsin) and
we were pushing for passage of a bill to end coercive abortions and remote web
cam delivery of RU-486 chemical abortions in our state. In the midst of these efforts, a series of unexplainable, unexpected events befell us.
Worst among these was the sudden death of our dear friend, Mary Phillips,
Wisconsin Right to Life’s director of development. Losing Mary hit all of us hard.
In rapid succession, other serious medical emergencies took the staff by storm.
Sue Armacost, our legislative director, broke her hip. Phil Kurtz, the organization’s business and operations manager was involved in a serious auto accident
which put him out of commission for weeks. Yours truly experienced a detached
retina requiring multiple surgeries and a lengthy time away to correct it. These
traumas mixed with the everyday difficulties associated with general mountainmoving, pushed us all near our limits. Ever the visionary leader, Barbara Lyons
encouraged Auxiliary Bishop Don Hying of the Milwaukee Archdiocese (now the
Bishop of the Diocese of Gary, Indiana) to drop by and encourage us.
He reminded us that the work Wisconsin Right to Life was doing, to save the
vulnerable and to protect women from lives of regret, was the work of heaven.
And that, in the process of doing this work, we should expect severe opposition
from the spiritual forces aligned against us. “The best way to spit in the devil’s
eye,” I recall him saying, “was to just keep on doing the good work you have
started. Don’t give up.” We didn’t, and we won’t.

Mike Froncek is
Communications Director
for Wisconsin Right to Life

185

Barbara Lyons Retires
Passing the Torch of Leadership
The July-August 2014 issue of LifeVoice reported Barbara Lyons’ retirement.
Once in a rare while, the spirit of an entire organization is so captured
by one individual. that she becomes the very incarnation of that organization. For forty years, Wisconsin Right to Life has been blessed to have such
a leader in the person of Barbara Lyons. Barbara says that at a very early
age she came to the conclusion that all people have value regardless of
their circumstances. And, she adds, “Those of us who are fortunate in life
have an obligation to assist those who are not.”
An event in Barbara Lyons’ honor
was on Nov. 7, 2014. These photos
and next page tell the story.

Barbara told us there are two things she has always known about
herself, that she loved children and hated violence. “So when the abortion
issue came to the fore, it just all fit together for me.” Shortly after the U.S.
Supreme Court’s tragic 1973 Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion on
demand during all nine months of pregnancy, Barbara recalls reading these
chilling words in a local newspaper. “Now that abortion is legal, it will be
much easier for us to abort children who have problems.” The piece went
on to list those children who would be targeted. The list included those
with mental retardation, Spina Bifida and other disabilities, as well as epilepsy.
“Our oldest son had epilepsy. It was like someone had thrown a bucket
of cold water in my face.” Barbara said. “For the first time I saw abortion
for what it was, a convenient way for some to get rid of people they don’t
want or aren’t perfect enough for our society.” A short time later. Barbara
Lyons became active in the pro-life movement. In 1974 she joined what
was then named Wisconsin Citizens Concerned for Life. By 1975 she was
president of the Milwaukee Chapter, an office she held until October of
1977 when she became the Legislative Director for Wisconsin Right to Life.
Ten years later, in 1987, Barbara became the Executive Director of Wisconsin Right to Life, a post she has held for the last 27 years.
Barbara Lyons was called to stand up for life! Through her courage,
dedication and hard work, she has saved thousands of lives, not only in
Wisconsin but in the country. While she will be greatly missed, she leaves
a strong framework in which to continue the work. Michelle Farrow, President of the Wisconsin Right to Life Board of Directors said, “This is kind of
a lifelong work. When you put 40 years in, you’re invested personally and
emotionally. You feel passionately about the cause, about the mission.”

Above, top: Barbara Lyons with Scott
Fischbach of Minnesota Citizens Concerns for Life; Middle: Barbara receives
congratulatory citation from State Sen.
Mary Lazich; Lower: Entertainer Ardan
James & a magical moment with Violet
Kleefisch.

Under Barbara’s leadership, abortions in Wisconsin have dropped from
16,400 (est.) in 1987 to 6,927 in 2012, a decrease of 58%. Wisconsin has
one of the lowest abortion ratios and rates in the country. With long-time
friend (and Legislative Director) Susan Armacost at her side, Barbara presided over numerous life-saving pieces of legislation including the Parental
Consent Act (1992); the Woman’s Right to Know Act (1996); the Fetal Homicide and Bodily Injury Act (1998); the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban (1998);
and, perhaps most notably, the recently enacted Sonya’s Law (2013) which
requires that a woman see an ultrasound (and hear the heartbeat) of her
baby before making a decision on how to proceed with the pregnancy.

A Fitting Tribute – The Barbara Lyons Legacy
The Friday, November 7, 2014
tribute event celebrating Barbara
Lyons’ 40 years of life-saving work
with Wisconsin Right to Life was a
night to remember. It had all the
elements of a great celebration.
Those gathered for the standing-room-only program were
treated to beautifully sung music,
moments of laughter, and touching words of tribute for Barbara’s
work via video from friends
coast-to-coast. A framed apostolic
blessing from His Holiness Pope
Francis was presented to Barbara.
In-person guest speakers included
Governor Scott Walker and Lt.
Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch who each
gave moving messages thanking
Barbara for her work.
Governor Walker said Barbara
Lyons embodies a wonderful
combination of gifts, especially tenacity and compassion. He went
on to say to Barbara, “The best
testimony to your leadership over
the past four decades isn’t just the
remarkable number of people who
love you in this room and others
that they represent; it’s the fact
that today, our neighbors, sometimes people we might work with,
friends, co-workers, people we
meet around the state, every once
in a while we run into someone—
we don’t know who, but—they are
alive because of your work. There
are untold numbers of people
among us today walking in this
state who would not be alive without [your efforts], and that is your
greatest legacy of all.”
“Barbara,” Lt. Gov. Kleefisch
said, “you have taught a generation of Wisconsinites to love generously and give freely. You taught
that to my little [daughter] Violet,
and you taught that to a room
full of admirers here tonight. And
you will teach it as your legacy for
many, many, many years to come.”

In addition to his kind remarks, to rousing
applause, Governor Walker declared Monday, November 10, 2014 as Barbara Lyons
Day in Wisconsin. Above, the Governor
presents Barbara with the declaration
plaque.

President of the Wisconsin Right
to Life Board of Directors, Michelle
Farrow presented Barbara with the
first-ever Wisconsin Right to Life
Lifetime Achievement Award, saying,
“Barbara, tonight I want to make you
a promise — a promise from all of
us — Wisconsin Right to Life is going
to continue to build upon the strong
foundation that you have formed.
You are in our hearts and minds.
And when we grapple with issues,
whether they are budget, legislative,
or policy, I guarantee you, we are going to ask, what would Barbara Lyons
do?” Accepting the award, Barbara
said, “I think the Governor said it
best, there can be no reward greater
than knowing that there are people
that walk, laugh, and dream and
have a future because they have been
touched in some way by our work. I
thank each and every one of you here
tonight. God bless you!”
The evening was a fitting tribute
for this woman of faith and fortitude, and marked the passing of
the leadership torch to her
successor, Heather Weininger.

Photos above, in order, from top down:
Kathleen Hughes (shown center) and 14
friends sing an Italian Dinner favorite, “O
Sole Mio.”
Barbara & Pat Lyons and family with
Wisconsin Right to Life President Michelle
Farrow (pictured, left).
WRTL Board member Sue Celentani offers
Gov. Walker a warm welcome.
Clockwise: WRTL Board Treasurer Tom
Carroll and wife Gwen with Gov. Walker;
Chapter leaders Chet & Pam Rucinski; V. P.
Rev. Paul Shirek; Lt. Gov. Rebecca
Kleefisch; Exec. Dir. Heather Weininger.
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Wisconsin Right to Life’s
VERITAS SOCIETY
Crosses the Digital Divide
Wisconsin Right to Life’s media outreach
entity, the Veritas Society, is fully committed to
using our limited resources as wisely as possible
to save lives. Since Barbara Lyons began the
Veritas Society over 20 years ago, our ads have
always been rigorously researched and tested before
they ever reach the air. Of course, even if we have the
right ad but place it on media where our target audience
won’t see it, then even the best messaging in the world will
have no effect.
As most of America gets its news and entertainment on their smartphones, computers, tablets and other electronic devices, in 2015, Executive Director Heather Weininger directed that
we begin placing more of our ads onto the digital/online advertising platform. With the help of
our media buyer, we are able to effectively reach our audience either when they’re watching
TV or visiting certain websites.
Even better, we can see when a video viewing has been completed. This means we know
when members of our audience watch our ad from start to finish. With TV, they can change
the channel or leave the room so we can’t know if they’ve actually watched our ads or not.
Better still, with digital media, members of our target audience can be linked to life-saving
resources with the touch of a finger.
The best news of all is that we know digital advertising
is working. Nationally, the average number of people who
watch digital ads from start to finish – called the Video Completion Rate – is about 70%. The Video Completion Rate for
Veritas Society digital ads averages over 90% — a whopping
20 points higher than the national average!
As technology continues to advance at breakneck speed,
we will continue to keep a close eye on the best way to reach
abortion-vulnerable women. We will also continue to carefully research the best messaging to change hearts and minds
to favor life. Wisconsin Right to Life’s Veritas Society pledges
to continue producing the most effective media campaign of
any state pro-life group in America!

Rape and Incest
T h e “ E xc e p t i o n s” t h a t C h a l l e n g e U s
By Isabelle Collier - Winner of the 2017
National Right to Life Oratory Contest
“I believe that abortion should be illegal, except in cases of rape or incest.”
What do you think of when you hear this statement As a pro-lifer, does it challenge you, like it once challenged me? Rape has never
been an easy topic, but sometimes, there are things that need to be
said whether they are easy or not, and I believe my speech today of
one of them.
You see, in the 44 years since Roe v. Wade, the Pro-Choice movement has become very successful in
arguing the need for abortion in the instance of rape. They claim that women should not have to carry the
babies of their rapists, as these babies would only ever remind these women of the incident. These are, then,
babies that could not possibly be wanted.
These claims have become so widely believed that it has led to what is known as “The Rape Exception,”
in which even avid pro-lifers say that they believe abortion should be illegal except in the case of rape or incest. But the information that is often neglected is that in the only major study of pregnant rape victims ever
done, it was found that 75 to 85 percent chose against abortion. Another study done in 2000 found that 78
percent of women who had abortions after their rapes felt they had made the wrong choice and that abortion
was not the answer.
Not a single one of the women who had their babies regretted it. But yet the voices of women who have
actually experienced a pregnancy as the result of rape have been forgotten, drowned out by the ranting of
those who claim they understand; but how could they? The fact is that many times women who do have an
abortion after their rape, do so not for themselves, but because they are pressured by those around them.
Rarely do people know how to deal with pain that isn’t their own. They do not know how to comfort these
women, and often, they just wish the problem would go away. When people say that a rape victim is constantly reminded of the assault by her pregnancy, they are saying to her that they themselves are constantly
reminded of the assault by seeing her pregnant. A women should never have to abort her baby because
people aren’t supportive of her. A women should not have to abort her baby because everyone tells her she
should want to do it, or that she isn’t strong enough. You don’t know her strength. These women deserve
to be heard. These women understand that the answer to violence doesn’t have to be more violence.
My Aunt is among these women. She was 23 years old when her husband left, leaving her with nothing.
The night she was raped, instead of going to the police, or the hospital, she went home to an empty apartment. She was all alone and hundreds of miles away from her family. Three months later she found out she
was pregnant. Faced with the prospect of becoming a single mother of a child conceived in rape, an abortion
would have been so easy to attain. And if she did, not many today would blame her. But for my aunt, like
many other women in her situation, abortion was not even a question, let alone the answer. She considered
putting the baby up for adoption, but ended up deciding to keep her. A decision that she would have not
been very likely to make if it weren’t for the love and support of her family and church. “It felt like I was pregnant forever”, she said, “And I just prayed that I would be able to look at that baby and see only the good
and none of the bad. When she was born, I looked at her, and she was mine.”

- - Continued on Page 193
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In its 2018 edition of The State of Abortion in the United States, National Right to Life charted Pain Capable laws, state-by-state.

First enacted by the state of Nebraska in 2010, the model Pain-Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act, drafted by National Right to Life’s Department of State Legislation,
is legislation which protects from abortion unborn children who are capable of feeling
pain. There has been an explosion in scientific knowledge concerning the unborn child
since 1973, when Roe v. Wade was decided. Now, for example, there is substantial
medical evidence that an unborn child is capable of experiencing pain by at least 20
weeks after fertilization.
These laws protect the lives of unborn children from the stage at which substantial
medical evidence indicates that they are capable of feeling pain. States that protect
pain-capable unborn children: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Texas, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.
In January 2018, a Federal Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act was introduced, (S. 2311) sponsored by Sen. Lindsey Graham.

2015 — WISCONSIN’S PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN CHILD
PROTECTION ACT SIGNED INTO LAW
Text from Wisconsin Right to Life News Release, 7/20/2015

“Today is a great day for unborn babies in the state of Wisconsin,”
stated Heather Weininger, Executive Director of Wisconsin Right to
Life. “This morning, Governor Walker signed the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, which protects unborn babies at the point
when they can feel excruciating pain from abortion.”
The bill signing occurred at Fox Valley Technical College, where
among many legislative leaders were bill authors Sen. Mary Lazich, Rep. Jesse Kremer, and Rep. Joan Ballweg, joined by several families who spoke out in favor of the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act.
“We would like to thank all those who were a voice for the voiceless with this bill, especially to our bill
authors Sen. Mary Lazich and Representatives Jesse Kremer, Joe Sanfelippo, and Joan Ballweg, who
recognized the compelling state interest in protecting the lives of pain-capable unborn children,” continued Weininger. “Thanks to everyone’s efforts, pain-capable unborn babies are now protected, by law, from
the pain of abortion.”
The Polling Company recently found that 64% of Americans support laws prohibiting abortion when
the baby is capable of feeling pain, unless the life of the mother was in danger.13

The Awful Truth About Planned Parenthood

For years, the nation’s largest abortion provider, Planned Parenthood, has tried to project
a benign, even respectable public image as a “provider of women’s health services.” Thanks
to the undercover videos released by the Center for Medical Progress in 2015, more and more
people have learned the sickening truth about Planned Parenthood.
The highly-publicized exposé videos appear to show senior Planned Parenthood doctors
and staff negotiating the sale of aborted baby body parts and attempting to get as much
money as possible for them. On December 7, 2017, the U.S. Department of Justice announced
that they are launching an investigation into Planned Parenthood’s and other abortion providers’ involvement with the trade of aborted baby body parts. They sent a letter to the U.S. Senate
Judiciary Committee asking for unredacted documents from their investigation into the baby
body parts scandal, exposed by the Center for Medical Progress videos. Planned Parenthood
has finally been exposed for what they do.
If this isn’t enough to turn your stomach, maybe the financial facts will move you. In
2015, the abortion giant received $553,700,000 in government grants and reimbursements.
Do they really need your tax payer dollars to do their grisly work? No.
In 2016, Planned Parenthood “celebrated” their 100th year. What are they celebrating?
Could it be their legacy, which is ending the lives of 6.7 million babies? There could not be a
sadder birthday. Heather Weininger wrote, “The biggest part of Planned Parenthood’s business is abortion. The public needs to know that their claim that only 3% of their business is
abortion is an outright lie – it is their business.”
During the Obama administration there were efforts in Washington to redirect funds away
from Planned Parenthood, but predictably, the president vetoed the bill and there were not
enough votes to over-ride the veto.
In Wisconsin, however, we were able to have two pieces of legislation passed into law that
redirected nearly $8-million in funds away from Planned Parenthood. And, just as this publication was going to press, the pro-life website LifeNews.com reports that President Trump
is about to defund Planned Parenthood by yanking its sex education funds. According to
the report, Valerie Huber, (a Trump appointee at Health and Human Services) told reporters
that they plan to “make some meaningful changes” which would likely include funding to
programs that promote sexual risk avoidance, rather than promote risky sexual behavior as
Planned Parenthood does.12
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Presidential Election 2016: Pro-Life Gains in the Balance
Clinton-Kaine: The Most Pro-Abortion Ticket
in U.S. Political History
Heather Weininger writing in the Aug-Sept. 2016 LifeVoice

We haven’t seen, in the entirety of U.S. history, a presidential ticket that is more anti-life
than the Clinton/Kaine ticket. So many people
simply have no idea just how extreme Hillary
Clinton and Tim Kaine truly are when it comes
to abortion. While Hillary Clinton was a U.S.
Senator, she voted to endorse Roe v. Wade, and
voted against the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban
Act. Hillary would only nominate Supreme
Court Justices who would uphold Roe v. Wade,
the Supreme Court decision that legalized
abortion on demand. She has said, as clearly
as possible, “I would not appoint someone
who didn’t think Roe v. Wade is settled law.”
Tim Kaine voted against the Pain-Capable
Unborn Child Protection Act and he proudly
co-sponsored a bill that would nullify virtually
all state limits on abortion, making abortion utterly legal even up to the moment of birth. Not
only do Clinton and Kaine act against life, they
surround themselves with others who actively
promote the destruction of human life. During
the Democratic National Committee Convention, both Cecile Richards, the President of
Planned Parenthood (who was seated next to
Bill Clinton for much of the convention), and
Ilyse Hogue, President of NARAL, gave glowing
remarks in support of Hillary Clinton.

Trump-Pence: Numbers on the Rise in Key
‘Swing States’ four days out from Election
Dave Andrusko writing in Nov. 2016 NRLC News

If there’s anything we can say for certain–besides that pro-life Donald Trump is
closing fast on pro-abortion Hillary Clinton–it is that whatever pro-lifers can
do on behalf of unborn babies, it could
easily be pivotal in an election that is expected to be decided by a razor-thin margin. Here’s the latest . . . four days before
Election Day. Trump is closing the gap,
almost by the hour, in those states, one or
more of which he must win to become the
next President.
TRUMP-PENCE WIN
On Nov. 6, 2016, after the Trump-Pence
ticket won the Electoral College 304 votes
to Clinton’s 227, Carol Tobias, President of
National Right to Life wrote, “Pro-life voters showed that protecting unborn children
is not only the right position, but the best
winning political position. National Right
to Life looks forward to working with President-elect Trump and the newly elected
pro-life Congress on policy initiatives to
protect the lives of unborn children.”

2017 — THE TRUMP-PENCE ADMINISTRATION FORGES PRO-LIFE PATH
Since taking office in January of 2017, President Trump and Vice-President Mike Pence have blazed an impressive pro-life
path forward, giving the movement a number of major victories. The administration restored the “Mexico City Policy” and
withdrew funds from the U.N. Population Fund. The President has said he supports making the Hyde Amendment permanent
law. Planned Parenthood may soon see some of its Federal funding redirected to more pro-life-friendly school sex education
programs.
Perhaps President Trump’s single most lasting pro-life legacy will be his nomination and supporting confirmation of
originalist Justice Neil Gorsuch to the U.S. Supreme Court, filling the vacancy created by Justice Scalia’s death in 2016. Notably,
Trump has Kellyanne Conway as a close, reliable pro-life advisor. In his first year in office, The President has also appointed four
times as many Federal Appeals Court judges as his predecessor. With these appointments being of jurists cut from originalist
cloth, TIME magazine noted, “For the Trump Administration, the swelling number of lifetime-appointed judges marks a major
— and lasting — victory.” The publication quoted Faith and Freedom Coalition Executive Director, Tim Head, who said that
through Trump’s appointments, “the federal judiciary is being reshaped for an entire generation.” As many pro-life cases are
decided at the Federal Appeals Court level, the President’s appointments are very good news indeed.14

- - Rape/Incest Continued from Page 189
I just want to say to my aunt and
to any other women who have been
through this, that you are so brave.
You experienced many women’s worst
nightmare, and instead of letting this
horrific act destroy or define you, you
conquered it. You brought a beautiful life into this world, and in doing
so, you won. You are not, and have
never been, just a victim. You are selfless. You are an inspiration. You are a
mother. And your baby will only ever
be that, your baby.

MILESTONES

2016

2017

When I look at my cousin, I see her
mother, I see all my other aunts, I see
my Grandmother, I see my Grandfather, I see my Dad. I see: Cassie, and
there is no room for anything else.
It is time to listen to these women,
and remove this unspoken stigma that
women should feel ashamed about
their rapes, or that children should
feel ashamed about being conceived
in rape. The reason that rape is one of
most under-reported crimes is because
of the guilt and shame society inflicts
upon these women. We need to stop
blaming the victims for the crime. We
need to be there for these women,
encourage them, respect and admire
them. Show them that they are strong
enough to get through this. We need
to show them that they are better than
their rapist.
Thank you.
- - Isabelle Collier delivered her
winning NRLC oratory contest entry
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin at the 2017
National Right to Life Convention which
was hosted by Wisconsin Right to Life.

ABORTION CLINIC CLOSED — In Oct. of
2015, Planned Parenthood’s Appleton
abortion facility announced they were
temporarily closing as they could not find
abortionists. In the 2016, the closure was
made permanent.
PRO-LIFE WHITE HOUSE — After eight
years of a decidedly anti-life Obama administration, America’s pro-life community
is elated with the presidential election results of Nov. 8th, 2016. Inauguration Day,
January 20, 2017, ushered in a new pro-life
era to the White House with the president
promising exciting pro-life progress in
the year ahead — a promise on which he
delivered.
WRTL HOSTS NRLC CONVENTION —
For the third time in its history, Wisconsin
Right to Life played host to the NRLC
national convention in 2017.

2018

HEAL WITHOUT HARM COALITION —
Wisconsin Right to Life was instrumental
in forming this group which seeks to work
with the scientific community to advance
ethical research. In 2018, members of the
coalition sought action from legislators
on two first-in-the-nation pro-life bills,
SB 423/AB 549 and SB 424/AB 550 which
would ban the sale and use of body parts
from aborted babies and inform parents
about their ability to donate their miscarried or stillborn child’s tissue. Other states
are following our lead on this pro-life legislation. Unfortunately, as this publication
went to press, these bills were dead for the
current legislative session.
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2018 March for Life

This op-ed piece by Executive Director Heather Weininger was published Jan. 23, 2018 in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and on jsonline.com.

2018 — AN HISTORIC MARCH FOR LIFE
This year marked 45 years since the tragic Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade made abortion legal up through all nine months of pregnancy. Another year of large numbers of activists who
marched in Washington, and another year of great wins for the unborn.
Though with each passing year we lose more and more unborn children to abortion, we have reason to hope. The tide is changing as more and more people acknowledge the humanity of the unborn
child and the toll that 60 million lives lost to abortion takes on our society.
This year’s March for Life, attended by hundreds of thousands of passionate pro-lifers, was truly
historic. For the first time ever, a president of the United States addressed the march. This is a clear
sign that the president is listening to us, and hears the pro-life plea of the last 45 years — that we
must protect the most vulnerable.
While President Trump may be a controversial figure for many, we can see that he is taking prolife concerns seriously. He has surrounded himself with individuals who have spent their entire lives
working to protect the unborn, and he has advocated for pro-life policies that protect conscience
rights and redirect taxpayer dollars away from abortion providers. Working together with congressional leaders such as Speaker Paul Ryan, who also addressed the March for Life, the pro-life movement is hopeful for more advances to protect those who cannot speak for themselves.

As we have seen these past 45 years,
no matter who our leaders are, the pro-life
movement is here to stay and is always
growing. Wisconsin Right to Life sent a bus
to the March for Life, and photos from our
marchers showed young and energetic prolifers as far as the eye could see. This prolife generation continues to grow and speak
out for the rights of the unborn.

THANK YOU BEV SEARL!
For over 15 years, Bev
Searl worked tirelessly with
Wisconsin Right to Life’s
chapters as a devoted servant. Although Bev retired
in 2017, prior to that, we
interviewed her to understand the source of her
dedication to the cause.

Millennials today live in a world with
incredible advances in medical technology that give us a greater knowledge of the
unborn child in the womb. They see the
humanity of the unborn child via ultrasound
images, recordings of fetal heartbeats, and
detailed MRI scans, all commonly shared
on social media. This evidence of the humanity of pre-born life stirs this generation
to action, and it is apparent that as each
year passes, more and more young people
who once sat silently are now speaking out,
working together to build a life-affirming
culture. My work is to build a future where
mothers are supported, life is welcomed and
abortion is unthinkable.

She told us her childhood was not exactly perfect. She explained
that her mother had a difficult and demanding work schedule which made it hard for her
to be home as much as she wanted. Added
to this, Bev’s father struggled with alcoholism. Her home life challenges and self esteem
issues drove Bev to look for love and attention elsewhere. In the late 1960’s, Bev became pregnant and gave birth to her beautiful
daughter Kellie, whom she raised as a single
mom.

Sadly, year after year, many Americans
don’t see this growth in the pro-life movement, with such little coverage of the March
for Life from mainstream media outlets.
Despite the media blackout we face, the
pro-life movement continues our work to
change hearts and minds, and save lives.
Every year, we see decreasing abortion
numbers, more and more people becoming
pro-life activists and increasing numbers of
protective pro-life laws passed on the state
and federal levels.
2018 promises to be a hopeful year for
the pro-life movement. We will continue to
grow, take action, and — most importantly
— save lives.
- - Heather Weininger is executive
director of Wisconsin Right to Life.

Later, after the tragic 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision which legalized abortion
on demand, Bev found herself pregnant again.
“Then,” Bev told us, “I believe, because it was
legal, abortion was the first thing my boyfriend
mentioned. And so he took control and just
took me through it. I didn’t have anything to
say. I had the abortion.
“The one most important thing that helped
me to get through the mistake that I originally
made, is I know that not only has God forgiven me, but that he’s used me. And this is
why working with Wisconsin Right to Life and
what I have been doing with the chapters was
such a good thing. I was just compelled to do
this work.
“It’s a passion that has taken over my life.
And I thank God every day for that because
there is no way for me to live with what I had
done (once I faced it) if I didn’t know that. It’s
just so amazing. God has a wonderful way of
bringing good things out of bad. He has had
me here doing this work with the chapters so
that, somehow, I can help other girls avoid
making the same mistake I made.”
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Epilogue

EPILOGUE

By Heather Weininger, Executive Director

50 years ago, the founders of Wisconsin Right to Life were living in a different world. A
revolution of social mores was taking the world by storm, and most people did not see the
cataclysmic changes shifting values would bring to our world.
Here in Wisconsin, though, a handful of people saw the handwriting on the wall. They
knew that legal abortion would bring a landslide of changes to society. While this term didn’t
exist at the time, they knew that legal abortion would bring about a culture of death. What they
didn’t know was that the fight for the rights of the unborn and the most vulnerable would still
be raging into the new millennium.
Technology over the past 50 years has been a friend to the pro-life movement. We have
gained the ability to see clear images of the unborn child in the womb. Doctors can perform
life-saving surgery on pre-born babies. We know infinitely more about babies’ lives before birth
than we ever could have dreamed of in 1968.
Technology that was unimaginable in 1968 has enabled us to share this new information
about life, as well. The internet has opened the world of communication. Information about
the life issues is at our fingertips and can be shared in a moment. Smart phones have enabled
us to reach the abortion-vulnerable population with pro-life information in the palms of their
hands.

- - Continued on next page.

WISCONSIN’S STATE CAPITOL BUILDING, MADISON |
This place, this seat of power, is pivotal to the lives of Wisconsin’s citizens,
born and unborn alike. What happens here can literally make the difference
between life and death. As we view the statue of “Miss Forward” atop its
dome, we recognize she urges us to consider the future tomorrows of the
most vulnerable of Wisconsin’s citizens.
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There is also a growing population of adults and young people who are survivors of Roe
v. Wade. They know that there are millions of people from their generations who are not here
because of legal abortion. They know how fortunate they are to have escaped the scourge of
abortion on demand. Because of them, the number of pro-life citizens continues to grow.
Here in Wisconsin, WRTL has harnessed these changes in technology and popular sentiment to become the leading pro-life organization in the state. We have passed over 30 lifesaving pro-life bills including Sonya’s Law, which requires women to see an ultrasound of their
unborn child before undergoing an abortion. We have spread the truth about life and directed
women to pregnancy resource centers through the work of the Veritas Society. We have educated countless young people about the truth of life and how to be pro-life leaders. All of this is
just the tip of the iceberg of the work WRTL has done.
Because of Wisconsin Right to Life and our
friends, the abortion rate
in Wisconsin has dropped
nearly 70% since 1988.
But there is still much
work to be done.
Despite all the changes
over the past 50 years,
2018 bears many similarities to 1968. Like 1968,
there is a great divide
in our society. One side
clearly stands for life; the
other does not. The push
for assisted suicide is
gaining strength around
the country and is knocking on Wisconsin’s door.
Abortion advocates have
WISCONSIN TEENS FOR LIFE | 2009 Life Camp participants
abandoned their claim
that the unborn child is
not a person, (since technology has proven that such statements are false), and are instead
pushing for the autonomy of women over their unborn children. Such rationale has led some
ethicists to suggest that babies and toddlers should be candidates for death, as well. The insanity of the culture of death continues to spiral.
Wisconsin Right to Life is prepared to take on these challenges. Our past success proves
our programs are effective in saving lives, and we have major plans to expand them, adapt
them to the 21st century, and expand their reach to save even more lives.

We are well aware that what we do next will affect generations to come. The grave reality
of our work is that it will affect who lives and who dies. But the pro-life movement is one of
hope, because where there is life there is hope.
We are hopeful that the technology of the 21st century will enable us to reach more women. Our plans including reaching women in abortion clinics with messages directing them to
lifesaving resources. We have hope that our partnerships with pregnancy resource centers
will continue to grow and will aid them in their work helping women and saving lives. We
look towards the next generation of college students with hope, knowing they will be a voice
on campuses for life. We look hopefully towards a future when the decisions we make at the
beginning of life will have the impact of how we treat our vulnerable at the end of life.
Most of all, we are
hopeful because of pro-life
champions like you. Your
support through volunteer work, prayer, and
financial contributions
are the reason we will
succeed. We know that,
while we may be fighting
for another 50 years, the
battle is already won. Life
will prevail. There may
be many difficult years to
come, but there is hope
for the future.
We look forward to
standing with you to protect the most vulnerable.
We will not stop until
they are all protected.
HEATHER WEININGER | Executive Director, Wisconsin Right to Life

Prior to joining Wisconsin Right to Life, Heather worked on Capitol Hill for
then-Congressman Mark Green. She also worked on the Bush-Cheney ’04 re-election
campaign, President George W. Bush’s Inaugural Committee, served as the Finance
Director to a Congressional Campaign, and assisted with state-wide candidates and
state legislative campaigns. Her background also includes training candidates to run
for local, state-wide and national offices. During Heather’s time on Capitol Hill she
handled right-to-life issues while the pro-life movement was working on the passage of
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban in Congress. Heather and her husband, Chad, have also
owned several small businesses. Heather, Chad and their growing family are members
of St. Francis Xavier Cathedral Parish in Green Bay.
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CHAPTER LEADERS
At the time of publication, we were able to gather the following photos of our local chapter leaders

COLUMBIA COUNTY | Left-to-Right:
Liz Groves, Lydia Gaston, Janet Griffin, Amanda Berthon,
Ron Knecht, Eileen Knecht, Anne Zydowsky.

DOOR COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Brent Rouer, Nanette Scudder,
Denise and Joe Schroedl, Secretary, Carol Newman, and
Chris Scudder.

DANE COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Stuart Herro, President and
Treasurer; Susanna Herro, Secretary; and Joan Statz,
Vice President.

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Steve Werner, President;
Vicki Hawn, Vice-President and Pat Sykora, Treasurer.

DODGE COUNTY | Row 1 L-R; Dale Casperson & Matt Lanser.
Row 2 L-R; Debby Casperson & Terry Murphy; Row 3 L-R;
Dorothy Strassmann & Tracy Roche. Row 4 L-R; Darlene Reios,
Deloris Casperson, Tami DeLisle, Mary Ann Freund & Pat
Schepp. Not pictured is Robert Strassmann, photographer.

FOND DU LAC COUNTY | Top Row L-to-R: Tim Holz, Don Cayen,
Jim O’Connor, Steve Streblow, Florian Zalewski; Middle Row:
Mickey Cayen, Ann Streblow (President), Joanne Zalewski, Bev
Searl; Front Row: Marge Goelz, Mike Shafer, Nancy Penke.

CHAPTER LEADERS
At the time of publication, we were able to gather the following photos of our local chapter leaders

IOWA COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Barb Linscheid, Treasurer; Peg
Porter, Chairman/Secretary; and Tricia Cartwright, Vice-Chair.

MARATHON COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Chet Rucinski, Chairman;
Pam Rucinski, Co-Chair and Jeanne Dalton, Treasurer
& Fair Booth Coordinator.

JACKSON COUNTY | Left-to-Right:
Elise Duerkop, Connie Schram, Sam Faust, Charity Lehrke,
Katie Edwards, Bonnie Pfaﬀ President.

MILWAUKEE COUNTY | Top Row Left-to-Right: Mary Bates
and Jude Bartlett; Front Row: Laura Brown, Steve Gaenslen
and Mary Strosin.

Chapter Photos Continue on Page 202
Our sincere apologies to those chapter leaders who may
have been inadvertently omitted from these pages. As
updated and corrected editions of this 50th Anniversary
book may be forthcoming, we ask chapter leaders who
may have additions or corrections to contact the
Communications Director,
Wisconsin Right
to Life.
JUNEAU COUNTY | Lorena Grimm, President.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE BOARD OF GOVERNORS |
Pictured above at the November, 2017 Board of Governors meeting

Left-to-Right, Front row: Will Barrett, Dodge; Patti Prusinski, Taylor; Chet Rucinski, Marathon; Kelly Herold (VP Chair), Buffalo; Peg
Porter (standing), Iowa; Katie Edwards (Secretary), Jackson; Susanna Herro, Dane; Trudy Wood, Winnebago.
Middle row: Joanne Van Rossum, Fox Valley; Brenda Almquist, Wood/Tri-City; Joan Vance, (alternate) Calumet; Candy Anderson,
Dunn; Steve Werner, Eau Claire; Gail Zaverousky & Anita Benes, Langlade; Nancy Gilge, Wood/Marshfield; Don Aleckson, (alternate)
Waukesha; Mary Aleckson, Jefferson; Lorena Grimm, Juneau; Jude Bartlett, Milwaukee; Rose Qamar, Kewaunee; Pat Hawthorne,
Rock; Suzy Noordyk, Sheboygan; Pam Rucinski, Marathon;
Back row: Jim and Carol Newman, Door; Mike Richter, Men/Shawano; Florian Zalewski, Fond du Lac; David Hesketh, Manitowoc;
Dennis Boland, Sauk; Warren Porter, Iowa; Eileen and Ron Knecht, Columbia; Mark Hawthorne, Rock.

TAYLOR COUNTY | Left-to-Right: Barb Schreiner, Treasurer;
Barb Acker, Chairman and Judi Fillmore, Secretary.

TRI CITY RIGHT TO LIFE - WOOD COUNTY
Patrick Almquist, Secretary and Brenda Almquist Chairman.

WINNEBAGO COUNTY |
Left-to-Right:
Trudy Wood, Treasurer;
Tom Wollangk, President
and Judy Twohig, Secretary.

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE STAFF

After the 2015 Education Fund Dinner |
Our guest speaker Michelle Malkin gathered with the WRTL team for a photo.
Back row, Left to right, Philip Alexander, Jim Mroczkowski, Chelsea (Shields) Duffy,
Tom Holz, Maddy (Burroughs) Laufenberg, Dee and Mike Froncek.
Front row, Doreen Shirek, Judy VanSwol, Bev Searl, Michelle Malkin, Amy Gehrke, and Heather Weininger.
(Not present for photo, Joleigh Little)

JOINING THE TEAM IN 2018

Lizzie Cantrall |
Field Representative for Region 1.

MATT PEETERS |
Field Representative for Regions 3 & 4.

We are thrilled to welcome two new members to our team at Wisconsin Right to Life. Matt Peeters joins us as the Field
Representative for Regions 3 and 4. He lives in Wisconsin Rapids with his wife, Kami, and two children, Ben and Kateri.
Matt is not a stranger to Wisconsin Right to Life, having helped at our Life Camp and been part of our college program at
UW-Stevens Point. Lizzie Cantrall joins us as a Field Representative for Region 1. Although she has always been pro-life, it
wasn’t until her freshman year in college that she became passionate about protecting life and began a Life on Campus
group. At the beginning of 2018, we restructured staff to work with chapters, teen groups, and Life on Campus groups
in their region or regions. We feel this will better serve the needs of our groups, provide more efficient resources to the
groups, and allow our staff to have a more hands-on approach in their area.
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WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE - STATE OFFICE LOCATIONS
When Wisconsin Right to Life was just an infant as an organization, its “crib” was borrowed office space (from the
Milwaukee Archdiocese) at 2021 N. 60th Street, in the building now occupied by Catholic Charities. Since then, as the
organization’s staff and needs have grown, the offices have been moved a number of times, as shown below.

1972 - 1977 — Be it ever so humble, WRTL’s first
(second story) home, at 4945 W. Fond du Lac Ave.

1977 - 1991 — Still on Fond du Lac Avenue, but in
‘77 WRTL moved one block, to the upstairs at 4840.

1991 - 2011 — Great location across from Mayfair
Mall, but the basement offices at 10625 W. North
Avenue flooded with frustrating regularity.

2011 - 2015 — This place is a zoo! Well, across from
it at least, upstairs at 9730 W. Bluemound Road.

2015 - Present — Home sweet home! Shortly after
our current Business and Finance Manager, Jim Mroczkowski, joined the staff, he set out to find us suitable
(inexpensive) ground floor office space. What an amazing
improvement! We love you Jim! Our current location is
shown on the left, at 5317 N. 118th Ct., Milwaukee.

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE LOGOS

Shown above, from our earliest days in the 60’s and 70’s, until 2007,
our Wisconsin Right to Life branding images.

With generous creative design assistance from Wisconsin Right to Life’s friend and deeply committed
supporter, Bill Eisner, and his team at the nationally-recognized branding firm, Nonbox,
in 2008, Wisconsin Right to Life rolled out its current logo.

A closing note from the author / editor, Mike Froncek
As with any project the size of this 50th Anniversary book, there are numerous people I’d like to thank for their
advice and assistance. First, I need to thank my wife, Dee, who is always an inspiration to me and has been
incredibly helpful through this entire, nearly two-year process. Thanks to both Barbara Lyons and Sue
Armacost who helped recall things and piece together important details. Thanks to Heather Weininger and
Amy Gehrke who were invaluable in making suggestions about content and continuity. Lastly, I owe a deep
debt of gratitude to Judy Van Swol, Wisconsin Right to Life’s Education Director and Pregnancy Help Center Liaison, who functioned as an amazingly accurate proof-reader for this book. Finally, thanks to my parents (God
rest them both) for teaching me early on that anything is possible if you put your mind to it.
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